
Civil Rights Journal
—--------------------------- « A  G ift For Dr. King"

The national holiday celebrating the life and m in is try  o f the Rev Dr 
M artin Luther King. Jr from  our perspective, the m ost im portan t nation 
al holiday we are privileged to celebrate The nation is becom ing more 
fam ilia, no t on ly w ith  the name o f Dr King. but. hopefu lly, w ith  the pr.n 
cip les tha t gu ided his life  Despite the fact tha t there was som e s trong 
opposition  to  the passage o f the bill tha t made Dr K ing s b irthday a hoi. 
day. the m u lti racial coa lition w h ich  cam e together to  support the bill was 
finally, successful

Now we hear that a few  states such as the state o f Arizona, are taking 
Steps to  rescind the K ing holiday Arizona s new Republican Governor 
Ed M echam . has public ly declared tha t one of h.s first o ffic ia l acts w ill ta 
to  repeal the King holiday As he said, " I  w an t to do this as soon as it is 
convenient It is a necessity to do it before the 19th It is a responsibility 
O bviously. Gov M echam  feels he has a responsibility not to his state but 
to the forces o f racism It is a sad com m entary that nearly 20 years after 
the tragic assassination o f Dr King there are still too  m any ,n our society 
w ho hold a racist vengeance against everyth ing Dr King w orked for

W e celebrate this year s K ing ho liday in the wake o f racist w h ite  m ob
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vio lence in H ow ard Beach in Queens, New York There is a greater need 
today than ever before for all ,>eop'e 4rfio are com m itted  to  hum an decency 
to  fo rth rig h tly  challenge all fo rm s o f  racial in justice If Dr K ing 's  legacy 
means anyth ing , it should mean tha t we have a m oral ob liga tion  to figh t 
racism
But it is just no t enough tha t only A frican Am ericans take the lead in figh t 

mg th is ba ttle  In fact, the m ajority  o f w h ite  Am ericans have abdicated 
their h istoric responsib ility  to  figh t w h ite  racism This coun try  does not 
need a new  wave o f liberal gu ilt tha t on ly offers paternalistic an usually 
non fun c tion ing  hand out program s Instead, w h ite  Am erica m ust ow n 
up to  its racism and then consisten tly  com m it itself to corrective action

W e m ust rem em ber that it was from  a cell in the B irm ingham  jail that
Dr K ing warned Injustice anywhere is a thre.it to justice everywhere "  
Therefore we cannot be pa tien t w ith  the in justice in H ow a id  Beach W e 
cannot be patien t w ith  the m jusfk e o f apartheid in South A frica W e can 
not be patient w ith  the in justu e in the U S supported contras in Nicaragua 
A nd we cannot be patien t w ith  the injustices suffered by the Palestinians 
If Dr K ing were alive today fie w ou ld  celebrate fits b irthday by saying no to 
Reagan's inhum ane 1988 budget He w ou ld  say yes to homes for the 
homeless, jobs for d ie  johlr-ss and foo d  for the hungry
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In te rn a t io n a lly  fa m o u s  g o sp e l s in g e r W illa  D o rse y  p e r fo rm s  a t PSU 
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Lust year w e ret ailed that the year tie fo re  Di K ing s assassination, he 
changed Ins m ind about flow  Ins dream  cou ld tie fu lfilled  A lthough he 
ii-fused to  give up the dream, lie  now  understood lf i. it  Ins dream could not 
tie fu lfilled  w ith o u t a major sot nil transfo rm ation  of ttie  basic s tructure o f 
our sot n-ty Io the w ords of Dr King I in  years I labored w ith  the idea of 
re form ing the ex is ting ins titu tions  of d ie  S outh, a little  change here, a little  
change there Now I feel gu ile  d iffe ren tly  I th ink you v e  got to have a 
reconstruction  o f the- en tire  sot loty. a lu vu lu h in i of values

The good news is there aie real ojijio itumht-s today to fo llow  through 
on Dr King s visum Mayor Harold W ashington lias begun a roconslruc 
tioo  of C fni ago d ia l has served lo  he ighten die as,,nations o f all those on 
w liose  behalf 0» King struggled That is w hy it is so im portan t not to let 
du- fori es of r n ism stop W ash ing ton from  being re elei led next m onth

lo New York Cdy amidst all o f the angei pain ami io some cases, 
cynu ism there is also -aim,- good news Out o f d ie  agony of tin- Efow.lid 
Be.u h mi idem has emerged d ie  kind of ’mass m eetings w h ich  played 
sin h a v ita l toll- ill m obiliz ing our jien jile  during tin- Civil R ights M ovem ent 
lo M anhattan in Brooklyn, and in o ther parts o f New York City, A frican 
Am ericans an- now  jo in ing  hands in large num bers and in ways that they 
have not toed for a long time Therefore th roughou t dus nation let us all 
com e together and dare to resurrect a new freedom  m ovem ent This w ou ld  
tie d ie  greatest b irthday present we < ou ld ever give to the m em ory o f Dr 
K ing

At Noon, W ednesday, Jan 21. in the Parkway Com m ons (first floor 
Sm ith M em orial Center. 1825 S W  Broadw ay), PSU s Cabaret Com m ittee 
w ill provide the enterta inm ent o f gospel great W illa Dorsey She perform s 
in celebration o f M artin  Luther King W eek '' here at Portland S la te Univer 
sity

Dorsey is a popular and engaging perform er w ho has perform ed all over 
ttie  w orld , and every year she enterta ins the crow ds at the Ne ighborfa ir 
at W aterfron t Park W e are very proud to have her perform  in the tow n  she 
i alls hom e and hope everyone w ill tie at Portland State to  see W illa Doisey 
perform

For m ore in fo rm ation  on this and fu tu re  Cabaret perform ances, call 
Byron Beck at 229 4452

24 hr E m e rg e n c y  S e rv ice
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