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I am happy 10 join with you today in what will go down in hustory as the
greatest demonstration for freedom in the hustory of our natior
whose symbolic shad

stand today -,-qnmi the Emant ipation Proclamatior This rr
L

Five score years ago, a great Amencan, i

et

cree came as a great beacon hght of hope to milhons of Negro slaves, wt
had been seated in the flames of withenng injustice It came as a joyous
daybreak to end the long might of their captivity

the Negro is stl

the life of the Negro i1s still sadly cnippled by the manacles

But one hundred years later not free One hur
years later
segregation and the chains of discnmination. One hundred years later, the
Nﬂul’n lives on a lonely island of poverty in the midst of a vast ocean of ma
tenial prospenty. One hundred years later, the Negro s sull

anguished n the

corners of American society and finds himself an exile in his own land S

we have come here today to dramatize a shameful condition

In a sense we' ve come to our nation’'s Capitol to cash a check YWhen the
architects of our republic wrote the magnificent words of the Constitut
and the Declaration of Independence, they were signing a promissory 1¢
to which every Amencan was to fall heir This note was a pr e that a
men  yes, black men as well as white me v 1 be gua
enable nghts of life, iberty, and the pursuit of happiness

It is obwvious today that Amenca has defaulted on this promissory \C
sofar as her citizens of color are concerned Instead of hononng this sacred
obhgation, America has given the Negro people a bad check a check w!
has come back marked ‘insutficient funds =~ But we refuse to believe that
the bank of justice 1s bankrupt. We refuse to believe that there are insuft
cient funds in the great vaults of opportunity of this nation 50 we ve ne
to cash this check — a check that will give us upon demand the he f
freedom and the security of justice. We have also come to this hallowed

spot to remind America of the fierce urgency of NOW . This is not time t

angage in the luxury of cooling off or to take the tranquihzing drug of gradu
alism. Now 1s the time to make real the promises of Democracy Now s the
time to rise from the dark and desolate valley of segregatior
path of racial justice. Now is the time to ft our nation from the quicksands

of racial injustice to the solid rock of brotherhood. Now 1S the time to make
justice a reality for all of God's children

It would be fatal for the nation to overlook the urgency of the ent
This sweltering summer of the Negro's legitimate discontent will not pass

Nineteer, six

pe that the Negr

until there 1s an invigorating autumn of freedom and equality
ty -three is not an end
needed to blow off steam and will now be content w

but a beginning. Those who h
| have a rude awaken
There will be

neither rest

ng if the nation returns to business as usual
tranquility in America until the Negro is granted his citizenship nghts. The
whirlwinds of revolt will continue to shake the foundations of our natior

til the bright day of justice emerges

.
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I ONE STOP SHOPPING

CENTERS

¢ rmer slaveowners will be able t jown togethe
' yhle i hart '] have a drean
That e day eve the state of Mississipp ) state swelte ] W bt
©a f 1 Wil ] with the heat of oppre v ¢ i
f ed nto a 1 f freed ind jJustice have a drean
That y ! ttle children w e day ive in a nat where they w
’ jged by the fthe K but the tent of thewr character IV
irea L I‘t
ive a drea that e day, dowr Alabama, with i1s v JUS racists
with i1s gover r having his hips dniping with the words of interpositu ind
ficat e day nght there in Alabama little black boys and black girls
will be able t n hands with hittle white boys and white Qirls as sisters and
t thers have a dream today
have a drea that one day every valley shall be exalted, every | anad
ta hall be ade w, 1he Igh places w b ide plane a
ked places will be made straight, and the glo o the rd shall be re
sed and all Hesh sha e i1 together
Th it hope This s the faith that | go back to the South with With
faith we will be able to hew out of the mountain of despar a stone of
pe With this faith we will be able to transform the janghing d is of
it 1o a beaut! symphony of brotherhood . With this faith we will
1410 work together ray together, to struggle together, to go to |a
togethe t tand up f freedom together, knowing that we w be
e (day
his will be the day This will be the day when all of God's children wall
be able to sing with new meaning My country ‘tis of thee, sweet land of
thes wng Land where my father hed, land of the g
je, from every mountainside, let freedom ning,” and if Amenca s to be a
jreat nator this must become true
S et freedom ning — from the prladl\;m“\ hilltops of New Hampshire, let
freedom ring, from the mighty mountains of New York let freedom ring

from the hewghtening Alleghenies of Pennsylvania
L et freedom nng from the snowt apped Rockies of Colorado
Let freedom ring from the curvaceous slopes of California'
But not on'y that: Let freedom ning from Stone Mountain of Georgia

Let freedom ning from

] ) essee

Lookout Mountan of Tenr
Let treedom ning trom every hill and mole hill of Mississippi. From every
mountainside, let freedom ring, and when this happens
When we allow freedom to ring, when we let it nng from every village
from every state and every city, we will be able to speed
Jews and

and every hamlet
ip that day when all of God's children, black men and white men
Gentiles, Protestants and Catholics, will be able to join hands and sing ir
Thank God

the words of the old Negro spintual, “Free at last! Free at last

almighty, we are free at last!
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