CONTINUING the DREAM

PORTLAND E -

MATHEMATICS, ENGINEERING, SCIENCE ACHIVEMENT PROGRAM

NATIONAL MOD€L

The Ore Department of
Traﬁm(?&)?m Is pleased to join
many other leaders in government,
business and industry In recogntzlna
the achievements of Portland™ MESR.

MESA Is a program designed to
attrac minority youth into careers in
tSCIM(TS' engllncenng, math pgnd "
ednology, although icipation
open tgggll mrupm

"We are the first MESA program in
the nation to Invole both middie and
high school youth,” stated Dr. €rnest
Hartz Assistant rintendent for
Portl Public Schools. Hartzog noted
that many minority students enter
high school not having selected
properly sequenced

math and
sdence

Students also had the opportunity to
spend the day with a mentor,
compete in a math contest, attend
after-school study labs, write MESA

re s and E;Ive presentations to their

fellow

Activities for the curent school year
have induded: a Bridge Building
Contest, o Mouse Trap Car Design
and Race, Math Reloy Races, a
Math/Sderxe Jeopardy Game; and

s on Newtonian Physics,
Dissection, and Probability and
Statistics. Wikerson has also put
together a range of activities from
C ing trips to slumber parties to
tg;pobo«m * ?S‘SUG% such as leadership
and Initiotive.

€ach school has a MESA Hdvisor and
students meet with that person on a
weekly basis. There Is an extensive

Summer Program that students

may ottend.

URGENT NE€D

“We see Portland MESA as a very
ant educational initiative In the
State,” sald Vidd Nakashima,
Manager of the Oregon Department
of Transportation's Civil Rights Office

S.
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Nakashima referred to an October,

“The purpose of MESA,” stated Renee
Wilkerson, Coordinator of Portland
MESRA, “iIs to make minority

more aware of technical
careers, to motivate them to take
appropriate math, sderxe and
engineering-related courses in high
school to reward them for
achievement in these subjet areas.”

Portland MESA Is a joint venture
between the Portl State University

School of éngme and Applied
Sdence and Port Public s,
Dr.Chic €rzurumiu, Dean of PS.U.'s

School of Englnecm?' and lied
Scences serves as irectorng) MESA
and is Co—- Chair of the MESA
Advis Board. Dr. Hartzog, who
directs Distric-Wide Programs for
Portland Public Schools, Is also Co-

Three hundred tum&.;five stude?ts
are icipot in program for
the %6—87w?dmool or. s
come from eight middle schools:
Beaumont, Fernwood, Whitaker,
Tubman, Odkley Green, Binnsmead,

ML Tabor and Kellogg, and three high
schools: Jefferson, Grant, and Benson.

BROAD BASED ACTIVITIES

Portland MESA began July 1, 1985,
with 209 students—the largest start-
program in the nation, noted
iIkerson. 'I?‘( m First ucordu_;e r}od 9
workshops, ng pre lon for
the Scholastic Aptit est for college
entrance, 15 parent meetings, 18
technical site visits with cooperotlr?
corporations and agendes, and 4
ﬁ?eoker presentations,” stated
iIkerson.

1985 €ngineering M Bulletin | Pitured, left to right, are a portion of Jefferson High School's MESA
which cted ass In finandal aid, [  Chopter. Front row: Sharon Davis, €velyn Dasalla, Trisa Watson; Second
reduced colle reaquiting, and ladk of | row: Sunshine Guzman, Janise Gordon, Pamela Clegq: Third rour Pardis
role models for the recent dedine in Navi (Advisor] Nilesh Dayal, Gina Yarbrough: Fourth row Manish Patel,
minority enroliment ot engineering | Jodi Lewison, Kimberly Robinson; Last Row: Jon Cauthorne, Leilla Aziz,
schools. | Dana Bailey, Carl Slater. (Photo by Larmy Mills, Portland Put hools)

"Blacks, Hispanics and American
Indians represent only 5.4% of 1984

graduates comlf;? a Badhwlor's Degree

in ineering,” Nakashima pointed
out. also noted that in that
same ypear, 1984, 4.4% of

enginee undergraduate students
were Blgd*'wg 3.1% Eu,xare Hispanic, and
0.3% were American Indian

"Those numbers will continue to slip
without intervention,” sald Nakashima,
‘ond that Is why programs like
MESA are important.

Karen Bell, the first Black female
eéngineer in ODOT, stated that career
owarenNness pPrograms were
instrumental In her entry into the
ficld.l 'Kcrenul?oor(?dofbjeverol ?DOT

oyees contributes  significant
:?,rmrs in the dassroom and on the
Pb site with our students”™ said Penny
ukul, Career Coordinator for MESA.
"Karen and others are excellent
mentors and role models,” Fukul
noted.

It is my tun to provide leadership
and give something badk to the
CBQOWIJW“ ity that supported me,” sald

ITS ABOUT ACHIEVEMENT

Nakashima had praise for the
leadership of the MESA staff which
consists of Renee UWilkerson, Penry
Fukul, and Office M r, Chris
Mueller. “They have ﬁ together a
very effecive program that students,
parents, educators, and the corporate
community can get behind and

know ther time iIs a good
investment,” she observed.

BEAUMONT FERNWOOD WHLEY GREEN
Keven Dumn, Trod Fartz, Louro Ao Alexander Brodey, Sharel sen Cumer, Kim Doo. Mula Godfrey
Gunderson, Robert Ingram, Katherine Burs, Duone Burton, Cristopher Scott Leddngton, Tifary Midhel Rta
Jores, Mark Koepper, (hou L Dawson, Allson Edner, Sasha Ehmamn, Patel Summer \ Jesse
Virh L James Mwu.m Tamara Sharon Herney irickar. Nakisha Thompson, Aochalle
Mmmm Pairter, Jonathan Eizobeth Lows, ste Lewss, Danc Uatson, Vidd White
Stokes, Craig Wokker, Mristen Warren, Mitchell, Stocey Pernel, Casoncro
Held Whitcomb Person, Jesska Relss, Zoe Wetss
(arcline Wnight.
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“The MESA Progravn does make a
difference,” noted Hartzoqg “We've
seen higher grades and Inaeased

1985-86 MESA AWARD WINNERS

participation In math and scence
programs from MESA students.”

Alisa Benjamin, a former student ot
fTubman Middle School, sald that the
MESA Program had been a
motivating experience for her. “| was
an average student in math and

sdence two years age noted
Benjamin, "sometimes below
average. Now | am an fi and B
student.”

‘Ninetyfour students received
Incentive awards' last year,” sald
Wilkerson. To receive an incentive
oward a student must receive A's
and B's in their math and =cernce
dasses and particdpate In o
minimum number of MESAH
activities.

WE SHARE THE DREAMI

The Oregon Department of Transportation

CIVIL RIGHTS SECTION

412 Transportation Building
Salem, Oregon 97310
378-8077
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