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zak Associates Signed
arketing Agreement With

y Jerry Larner
Ezak Ass ites, Ltd y Portland-based computer sult f )
manufacturer, has signed a contract with Emerald West Af | ted of
Lagos, Nigeria, to allow them to market its Dataguard
el juard ensures that nputer equipment, se Ty ]
nication systems are not disabled by power outage t is desig f
intena free applicatio The Dataguard works with a regular deeg
v ClE 1< t i attery i s lesigned | 1da i .
)r. Era | k )gbuot k pa 18 Kk a L
t f the 1F] yrd nd he was pleased t Jn a ™
ld West Africa nited The Nigenan f 1 f
3 tele mufr 1| s systems
) )gbuobiri, a native of Nigena, said Emerald West Af | W narket
ingd Dute tr ytaquara ystem Nige 3 and ] VWeste
Africa Whe vented the Dataguard it was my tention 1 narket
n Africa ) ibuobiri said. Stephen Okongwu, a representative of
t erald vv t 1 wa Portland over the weeke tr £
ent with ¢ k AssS ies
Uk ] edict it the Dataguard will be a succes: Africa et
narketed I'he demands for power in Nigena and many other develoj ]
ountries is very high: usually there isn‘t enough power to meet the d
) b the Dataguard can help fill the power void Dr. Ogbuobiri (L) and Stephen ¢ kongwu (R). Photo by John Brown
kongwi sid once he returns to Nigeria, he will beg t jer trate he t waited for some time to market the Dataguard
the Dataguard to individuals, government agencies, computer companies v to tt nt pital, | haven't been able 10 market it proper
ind organizations After they see what the Dataguard is capable of doing ¥ Ami X t Tor ternational computer shows Hy sigr j 4
| am confident that it will sell in Africa igreement witl erald West Afnca, the Dataguard will | idvertise
Okongwu said he was satisfied with the arrangement his company has ) huge market
with Ezak. So far, the company has invested $25,000 in venture capital on Dr. Ogbuobin pre ts that eventually | igreement with t id West
the Dataguard Africa w reate 40 new jobs at Ezak in manufactunng assembly WOTK

NAACP To Become More
Visible Says New President

by Jerry Garner

George Hendrix is the newly elected president of the Portland Branch of
the NAACP. Hendrix is employed in the personnel department at Bonne
ville Power Administration. He has a B.S. degree in Public Administration
from California State University at Fresno, a Masters degree in Business
Administration from the University of Portland, and is a doctorate candi
date in Education at Oregon State. Hendrix and his wife Odessa have three
children

Mr. Hendrix agreed to an interview with the Observer
wide range of issues. Here are excerts from the interview

Q: Mr. Hendrix, which direction would you like 1o see the Portland
NAACP go during your tenure as president ?

A: | would like to see the NAACP once again in the forefront of issues
In order for this to occur, we must be

We discussed a

which affect the Black community
come more visible and present a forum where Blacks car onstructively
express what they would like to see happening in society
We as people (Blacks) don't have a great deal of input into decisiorn

making policies which affect our lives. In my opinion, the NAACP is the
hub of all organizations that are concerned with issues regarding civil
rights, economic development and social reforms. Organizations such as
the Urban League and the Black United Front have done a tremendous
amount of good work in our community But | feel the main thing the
NAACP does is to challenge the structure of society in an effort to make it
more responsible to the needs of Blacks and other minor ties. The NAACP
tries to reshape the system by monitoring it and at the same time serving as
This is the direction | would like to

In addition, the NAACP will

the human conscience of the system
see the NAACP take during my presidency
make an attempt to network with other organizations, whether they listen
to us or not, in an effort to work toward common objectives

Q: “There is a perception by many Blacks in Portland that the NAACP
hasn't been visible in the community. Is this an accurate assessment of
the Portland Chapter of the NAACP?"

A: "Yes, | would say that is an accurate assessment
to Portland and be here for years without knowing there is a chapter here
Part of this is due to the membership itself. The people who are paid, card
carrying members must be informed as to what the organization is trying to
accomplish and what has been done The leadership of the NAACP, my
self the other officers and board members, will become visibly involved
whenever there is an issue in our community

“For example, during the tragic death of Lloyd Stevenson, | felt the
NAACP missed an opportunity by not lending its auspice in trying to bring
about a resolution to that situation in a8 contructive manner There were
some things the NAACP did right during the crisis We were involved with
some people who were there. Our justice committee, which is chaired by
Bobbi Nunn, worked with the Stevenson family, but we were not in the
forefront.”

Q: “In the past, there has been a great deal of tension between the Black
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New President of the Portland Chapter of the
Photo by Richard J. Brown

George Hendrix
NAACP.
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Poll Shows

Teens Are
exually

Active

by Jarry Larner

More than half of all American teenagers are sexually active by their
seventeenth birthday and only e-third of a ixually active teens use
contraceptives consistently, according to the Planned Parenthood Federa
tion of Amarica po onducted by Louis Harris and Associates

The p titled “American Teens Speak: Sex, Myths, TV and Birth Con
tr found that two-thirds of the sexually active teens report never using
contraceptives or using them only occasionally. Fifty-six percent of sexu
illy active tee did not use a method of birth contr it first intercourse
maost citing as the reason the unexpected f their first sexual en
( e that i it happened In fact, the Harris poll revealed that
teens. who have had sex, volunteer in open-ended questioning that un
axpacted sax with no time to prepare s the most frequent single reason

s0 many of their peers do not use birth control

According to Joan Binninger, Education Director for the Planned Parant
hood of the Columbia/ Willamette, the poll results are encouraging All of
r educational programs are on target in the battle against teenage preg
nancy. We have long been advocates for the types of programs and ser
vices which this poll of the nation’s young people show are needed Al
though there is resistance to all of these critical programs, we are slowly

aking headway

Binninger said television and the media should become more involved in
educating teens about birth control informatior Television and the media
have a great influence on teenagers. The networks still refuse to air contra

eption ads and usually censor discussions of birth control in dramatic pro
gramming Binninger said she hopes the survey of teen opinions will
help to move the nation ar d the state of Oregon along in the desperately
needed effort of promoting responsible sexual behavior among adole

community and the police. Do you have any plans as president of the
NAACP to reduce the tension?”’

A: “This is a sensitive and critical issue. There will always be tension
between the Black community and the police departmen? The reason | say

this is because one must examine the role of the police
police is to protect life and limb and property. They’re the bastion between
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The role of the

The rate of tear regnancy n Oregon has dropped dramatid ally trom
)3 2 per 000 tamilies (ages 15-19) in 1980 to 11.9 per 1,000 families (ages
f ) 1985

The survey also revealed the following

e Sexual activity begins sarlier among those teenagers who have the
fewnst rasources and who are thus the most vulnerable

e Teenagers reported that al pressure is the chief reason so many of
the D | WA have sexual ntercourse until they are older

o Only we-third (33 f those teanagers who have had intercourse
sy that they use contraceptives all the time

o Contraceptives are r t ikely to be used by those teanagers who can
see they have a lot at stake and who stand to lose a lot by being involved
n an unintended pregnancy

Tha report encourages parent hild talks and sex education In the
schools and organized campaigns for teenage pregnancy prevention
the haves and the have-nots. Our « imunity represents the have nots,
therefore, the police just police our community They're there to keep the
community under QALLL What goes on in the community 18 only impor
tant from the police standpoint if it spreads out and affects the broader
community Otherwise, prostitution, drug use and tratficking, burglary

muggings, and other types of cnmina behavior, if they can be confined to

our community, are tolerated by the police. If the have-nots want to de
stroy themselves, it's not a concern of theirs Problems occur between the
twO groups because some tticars assume the entire communitly are law
breakers This is not the case. Most Blacks in the community are law
abiding citizens who deserve protection and care for themselves and their
property
Until we can get the pohce to simply look at our community as some
thing they should be protecting, Ir stead of protecting others aganst us
we are going to have tens In our society, racism s hke apple pie, I1's a
part of American ethos. Y have e officers who cannot control thew
racist tendencies, and when they're unleashed, it's thewr opportunity to do
what they feel free to d
The NAACP has a responsibility to understand how the Portland Police
Department operates must admit that | am ignorant how the Bureau
operates
| believe the power lies with Stan Peters right now
We want to make the elacted officials a ywuntable the act s of
the police. However if somaona in the community 1s angaging in cruminal

behavior, they should be put in jail and left there. | have absolutely no
excuses, empathy, or sympathy to what happens to anyone that prays on

our community

Red Cross Baby Care Course Offered

The American Red Cross 1s offer bathing haractenstics of the in
ing a 'Bring Baby Home lass ir fant, family adjustments jrowth
four parts on Thursdays, January B ind development durnng the first
thru 29 from 7 to 930 p.n at vear. and safety and health care for
Red Cross Headquarters 131 N nfants
Vancouver Ave Pre-reqistration 18 necessary since

This course is for expectant, new ass size 1s hmited. A charge of 320
and adopting parents and/or grand per couple or individual will be made

parents to prepare them to under to cover costs of materials. Scho

neds of arships for "Bring Baby Home™ and

stand and fulfill the special r

infants through their first year of other Red Cross courses are avail
lifa. Taught by Red Cross v t able
instructors, the subjects yvered Call Red Cross at 284-7090 to pre

will include feeding, handling and reqister
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