
FLORIDA COUPLE OPENS PAINTING CO. IN NORTHEAST

IL Rl T o m a ra  C h if fo n  B y ro n . T e re ll an d  M a s ta  D a v is P h o to  tiy  R ic h a rd  J B ro w nD a v is  B rush  w i l l  t r a v e l1

by Jerry Gamer

Byron and C hiffon Davis and their three chldren were liv ing com fo rtab ly  
in Tampa Florida The Davis's ow ned several rental properties and ran a 
pa in ting  com pany, do ing housing rehab ilita tion , pa in ting  and sandblasting

However, they wanted to reloi ate t i m other state M i Davis contrac ted 
Local 10. the Painter s Union in Oregon and was to ld that h e  w o u ld n ’t have 
any problem s find ing work
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My husband was to ld  |Obs were available in the area but th is w asn 't the 
case once we arrived in O regon.' said M rs Davis

This was in A ugust, w ith  school approaching the Davises had to  find 
perm anent housing They lived in a hotel in Tigard for tw o  weeks Later 
they secured an apartm ent in Raleigh Hills

A lthough the Davises like the Raleigh Hills area, they w anted to  live and 
start a business in Northeast Portland

Once we in fo rm ed our friends in Raleigh Hills tha t w e were m oving to 
Northeast Portland their reactions were very negative They spoke about 
the high crim e rate and drug problem  in the area Despite our friends 
advice we had already decided to mOve in the Northeast M rs Davis said

Davis said the reason w hy her fam ily was determ ined to  live in Northeast 
Portland is due to her reading an artic le on the van ish ing black fam ily

My fam ily has always lived in the suburbs W e decided tha t it was tim e for 
us to m ove back in to  the c ity  in hope o f tiecom ing pos itive  role m odels tor 
black children "

So (tie fam ily found  a house on NE Haight St and m oved to Northeast 
Portland In the m eantim e ttie  Davis's were planning the ground w ork  for 
their pa in ting business The business name is Davis and Sons Painting, 
Co The com pany does residential com m ercial, ligh t industria l pa in ting 
and sandblasting

Presently the com pany is w a iting to be certified as a M inority  Business 
Enterprise, w h ich  w ill enable them to bid on some governm ent con tracts  
M rs Davis s a id  they are also searching for bond ing insurance to  do the 
governm ent jobs once they are certified Right now  we are having a holi 
day special Now un til December we w ill paint an average size room  for 
on ly $35 00

Not on ly have the Davis s been busy settlemg in the com m un ity  and 
ge tting  their business o ff the ground Mrs Davis has been active in ttie  
com m un ity

I am looking for parents to volunteer their tim e in an e ffo rt to start a P IA  
at Ockely S chool A fte r speaking w ith  ttie  principal of tha t school. I learned 
that they hadn , had a PT A in four years I th ink it s im portan t tha t parents 
be involved w ith  ttie  educa tion of their children

If anyone is in terested in assisting Mrs Davis in starting a PTA at 
Ockely School, she can tie con ta i ted at 283 2459

Storefront Theatre w ill present the Northwest Premiere of August 
W ilso ns  play MA RAINEYS BLACK BOTTOM opening Friday, 
November 28 at 8 p m and playing weekends through January 4. 
1987 Tickets for th is Tuesday performance only are $10. tickets for all 
regular performances are S12 adults. S10 students and seniors Group 
d iscounts are also available For reservations, please call 224-4001 
All S torefront Theatre productions are made possible in part by an 
Operating Support grant from  the Metropolitan Arts Commission.

You've come a long way, baby.
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Menthol and 
Lights Menthol

(long or specialty styles s ligh tly  higher!

MRS. C ’s WIGS 
707 N.E. Fremont 281-6325

Closed Sun. « Mon. OFIN  Tuoa. thru Sat. 11:30 AM to S:00 FM
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SU R G EO N  G E N E R A L 'S  W A R N IN G  Q u ill in g  S m o k in g  
N o w  G rea tly  R ed u ce s  S e rio u s  R isks to  Y our H e a lth


