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EDITORIAL/OPINION Along the Color Line
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Freedom And Social Justice
bv

Alexander R Jones

Prisons — The In ju s tic e  A g a in s t B lacks
The U S prison system represents a great in justice 

tut Blai li Am erica Feat, and the th irs t tor punishm ent 
are taking young lil.n k men gone awry and casting 
them  in to  hell holes where they becom e angry, bitter, 
.mil more crim inal Ilian ever There, they are the targets 
uf un to ld  bru ta lity  ranging from  tiea tings to psychiatric 
ex|>erimentati( in

We have to  do som eth ing abou t crim inals, tin t what 
we are do ing now  is not righ t It is un,ust it doesn 't 
work and it wastes b illions Consider som e facts

This country lias m ote people in prison per capita 
than any o ilie r industria lized nation in the w orld  and 
the 'argest ethrnr g roup  in our prisons is B larks We 
also hand out the s tiflns t sentences, and on the ave 
rag>- t>lai k o ffenders  in federal prisons serve 20 percent 
longer senteni es for the same crim e as tfo w h ite  o fle n  
t ie s  Yet all th is lock ing up does US little  good fot 
A c  erica has ,lm  w o rld 's  highest recidivism  (former in 
mates who return Io i nm e l ra le generally estim ated .it 
Zb percent

f l in t ie r  the number of Blai ks in prisons has little  to

D e m o c ra tic  C o n tro lle d  U.S.
Afte r the votes were fina lly tallied from  the November 

General Election, the Dem ocrats had 55 o f the 100 U S 
Senate seats, a net gain of eight seats The recontrol 
of the Senate by ttie  Dem ocrats was a major defeat 
for President Ronald Reagan During the campaign. 
Reagan vis itied 22 states and traveled some 25,000 
m iles on the behalf of Republican Senatorial candidates

W ith  the Dem ocrats now  having the m ajority  in both 
the U S House and Senate. President Reagan is surely 
to  become a lame duck president However, the 
con tro l o f the U S Senate by the Dem ocrats could 
benefit m illions o f Am ericans

For a Dem ocrat con lro led  Senate and House w ill 
probably make it more d ifficu lt for Reagan to  continue 
some of his dom estic polic ies w h ich  have brought dis 
pair to m illions of Am ericans, especially the elderly, 
poor, farmers, and blue collar workers

Equally im portan t, perhaps, the Dem ocrats w ill slow

do w ith  crim e One study found  that the percentage 
of Blacks in a popu la tion  w.is the chief predictor of 
incarceration rates even though  there was no direct 
relation lx*,ween d ie  num ber of Blai ks and die  crime 
rate

Former prison warden W illiam  Nagel of die Am erican 
Foundation did the study Nagel discovered, fo r  exam 
pie, d ia , M ississippi has the highest pen entarje of 
B larks of any stale has a very low i rim e rale, bu, ye, 
has a very high inr an eration rate

Colorado, on the other hand tias a very small per 
centage of Blai ks a very high < rime rate and yet a 
very low  incarceration rate Nor are these isolated 
examples Nagel found  d ia , lo t every 10 pen ent in 
cre.ise in the percentage o f B la iks  in the jm jiu la tion . 
any given state w ou ld  tend to add another 3 / b prison 
ers per 100.000 popu lation

Our prison system m ust tie r h a n g e r) I II disc uss 
some innovative solu tions in a fu ture colum n 
Ai, . , II ..........  IM  . ■ • ’ IW I Atta
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Senate Could B ene fit B lacks
the Reagan A dm in is tra tion  s attar ks on civil rights 
S ince Reagan s firs, term  in o ff"  e t ie  has made civil 
r igh ts and civil rights enfon ement the lowest priority 
on his agenda In f a t , |ust las, w e e k  the Seattle 
o ffice  of the U S Com m ission on Civil R ights announ 
ced that they w ill close as a result of federal budge, 
cuts

By gain ing con tro l o , It» ’ Serial»' the Dem ocrats 
w ill also have d ie  m ajority on the all im jx jr ta n , Jud ii lary 
Commit,»re The Com m ittee approves nom inees o l d ie  
President to  the federal bench and tier ides on a host of 
c ivil rights issues

Under the leaders,up of ou tgo ing  Chairm an S trom  
Thurm ont), R S C the Jud ic ia ry Comrruttee had be 
com e anti r ivil rights by r on firm ing  |ud < i.c ap ,xiin ,ees 
w fio  are overtly in s e n s it iv e  to  issues im j «riant to  n m o  
nties Hopefully a more sensitive Dem ocrat. m ajority 
Jud ic ia l Com m ittee w ill reverse this disgrai eful trend

Since the Gtea, Depression, m ost black po litic ians 
and the black e lec,o,ate have supported public policies 
which a,e com m only identified as 'libera l' Actua lly, 
in the con text o f in ,e ,nationa l po litics, the progressive 
policy agenda favored by m ost black Am ericans is

social dem ocracy increased unem ploym ent pro 
grams, public housing expanded health cate, educa 
tional op po t,un ity , mafor reductions in m ilitary spen 
ding, and so fo rth  Economic change was always tied 
to po litica l change

The strategy o f b l.t i k social dem ocracy has been 
pushed in coa lition w ith  other mass constituencies 
such as organized la,»or A t the he igh, of the Civil 
R ights m ovem ent this coa lition secured the adoption 
o f the Civil R ights and V oting R ig,its Acts, as well as 
the W a r on Poverty Shifts in dem ography and poll 
tu al cu ltu re, as well .is  the im pact of Black Power and 
the deflate over V ietnam , s low ly destroyed this coalt 
tion

The collapse of w h ite  litieralism  and concurrently  
the Reagaruzation of bo th  major parties has isolated 
and frustra ted both black leaders and the ir constituen ts 
In this harsh environm ent of the free m arket and Ram 
txusm .i politic al realignm ent inside the Mock com m u 
ruty was perhaps iiievitatil«» A new po litica l m ytho logy 
w.is created w h ich attem pted to net,ate the real sic 
i esses of the Civil R ights M ovem ent

One prom ote , of th is new m ytho logy is Robert 
W oodson president o f  th e  National ( 'e n te r  to r  N e ig h  

tx irhood  Enterpnsr In a ris en, in te rv iew  W oodson 
presented a tho ugh tfu l, it erroneous critique uf the past 
strategu sho t,com ings o f civil n g , i ts  organizations

M o s t grou jis  in this sot ie,y didn , start o ff try ing  to 
achieve po litica l equity They wen, in to  business. 
W oodson observed Blacks, un fo rtuna te ly , have

ON SOUTH AFRICA
"W IT H D R A W A L " FROM SOUTH A FR IC A : A 
LEND LEASE S C A M

focused almost exclusively on civil rights for the jias, 
tw en ty years ot so as if applying civil rights solution? 
w ou ld  som ehow translate in to econom ic equ ity  It does 
not W oodson s base argum ent, tti.rt po litica l power 
does not translate in to  econom ic power, is an over 
S im plifica tion It is true  that specific  social classes 
which exercise po litica l leverage w ith in  the state may 
no, witdd similar au thority  in the marketplace, and vice 
versa Bu, to suggest that sm ial classes ot even ethnic 
groups whi» h achieve a level o f poldu al em pow erm ertt 
do nut at least ind irectly  increase their capacity to  rea 
lize their ob jective in terests in the econom ic realm is 
pure fantasy

Moreover, W oodson hastily a ttem pts to rew rite black 
politica l h istory by juxtiposm g the strugg le for civil 
rights w ith  black econom ic developm ent The firs, 
M arch on W ashington M ovem ent, organized tiy  trade 
unionist A Philip Randolph in 1941, cu lm inated in the 
,11 hievernent of Executive Order B812 w h ich  desegre 
gated defense f.u tones The second M arch on W ash 
ington. D C tw en ty  tw o  years later, called fo t a < om  
prehensive jobs program  A ffirm a tive  action, a centra l 
tenet of the civil figh ts agenda, has created hundreds 
nf thousands uf job  opportun ities to t m inorities and 
wom en But despite the actual record. W oodson in 
sists ttia t civil tigh ts  leaders have ignored econom ic 
issues "If you have economic p o w e r / ' W oodson 
re,»eats you vote every d.ty w ith  your m oney If you 
have political (lower. you vote only once every tw o  
years '

No blac k Am erican can be against strategies for 
jrou j»  econom ic developm ent Bu, to counterpose 

ttiem  to a po litica l strategy tot em pow erm ent is short 
sighted ami w io m j

The Foundation of Your Child's Education is

IN THE HOME
So ,• .! tug Amen» an corpora tions art* w ithd raw ing
tio ru  South A ,m  a oi are th e y ’
A ll th e  e v id e n t e say th»*y a re  n o ,

Rei e u , co ijio ra te  null ou ts all ajiear to have certain 
asjiec ,s in < om m on
1 Io  e.i. h  i e.e the w ithdraw al tias been ai tueved 
by selling iti»’ existing plan, and of business to a con 
veoiently available loi al i j to u ji
2 Io eai ti i ase the business is i on tinum g uninter 
tu jite d ly  ( oke made from  the com pany s sy,up is still 
ben j sold Cats an il tru i ks am still made in the form er 
( iM  ,Manis and sold to the South Abu an army im nng 
others IBM  tias beaten the November deadline io the 
new Am erican sanctions l«*gisldbori w ith  a long term  
i on ,ta t , to t sales .rod serve e ot its com puters so 
useful tu the new identity i an, system and to  South 
A frican m ilitary opera tions as well as fo i the transfer 
o, fu tu re  te c h n o lo g y  A . a iling  to the W ashington 
Post o f 23 Oi tobru a w ill tie business as usual 
behind the ,a< ade of ni^w i om pany logos in term s of 
sales and service Or as Business Day (Johannes 
burg) of 22 Oi tober j»uts it the local operations ate 
intended to serve as i onduds for A m erican exports in to 
South A frica

3 Furtherm ore m each re jx irted  case the w ithdraw  
mg ror,M ira tion is not now  repatria ting the pun base 
price of the business sold to  local in terests Instead 
it is financing the deal for the local purchasers Indead 
on 22 October Ttie Star I Johannesburg! reported huge

in flow s o l m oney in to  South A tm  a as Am erican com  
panies scram bled to reorganize their equity o< financial 
structure  in th is co u n ity

These new arrangem ents tiave many advantages 
Current South Ato. an finam ial con tro ls  make repatria 
lion  of ( apital unpro fitab le  but by the tim e the put 
( hase pm e is repaid i on tro ls  may be lifted  or eased. 
M eanwhile The w ithdraw ing  corpora tion  dr.iw s 
wtu .pj ..ng interest on its Io.in And the New York T imps 
ie jio ite.1 on 24 October that at least some » o rpo ta tions 
a»e oe ijo t a lion  buy liack agreements

Clevet i orporate strateg ists have thus devised a 
torm ula likely Io tie fo llow ed by other U S com 
j ia o ie s  wh>. b is le s i i jr ie d  to wm plaudits fo t (lu lling 
out of South A frica  w h ile enabling them  to con tinue to 
shore up the South A frican regime w ith  theit products 
and theit »oiled over capita l con tribu tions

O jijionen ts  of the apartheid regime m ust there fore 
os ognize ttia t the new form  o t w ithdraw al is n o , a 
v ic to ry  It is ttie  new strategein to  underm ine sanctions 
and to  disarm the divestm ent cam paign The divest 
ment battle m ust con tinue until no t only all fore ign cot 
po tations but also the ir products services and m oney, 
have tieen to ta lly  w ithd raw n  from  South Am erica and 
Namibia and they no longer give aid and i om fo rt to  the 
w h ite  m inority  regime in Pretoria
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Healthwatch
by Steven Bailey. N D

The recent New England Journal of Medn me article 
on th e  relationship tie tween alcohol consum ption and 
the in» idence of stroke lO c tu tie i 23 1986» exem plifies 
how statistica l analysis < an lie u se d  ,<» support insign if 
ican, relationships and still rei eive w ide national recog 
nitron for the find ings This report concluded that 
peopl»* w ho drink 4 times the average m ount of a lcohol 
are much more likely to develop a stroke than people 
w ho drink an average am ount W hile  I d o n ', doubt ttia t 
the  statem ent is true, it is like the statem ent that people 
w ho pass a driv ing test are m ost likely to  lie  the 
causative force in m ost car accidents

The reason that I find fhe study to lie insign ificant is 
that the researchers failed to prove any specific causa 
live  role in th is study They tailed to  consider any 
social econom ic, psychologic or nu tritiona l factors in 
assessing llie ti work W ha, they did show  is tha, people 
w ho through sam pling, report high alcohol intake aie 
m ore likely, as a un ified group, to develop stroke 
Included in thebs group are those w ho  drink due to

severe depression, individuals w ho do cardiovascular 
damage due to high blood sugai people w ho provide a 
s ignificant portion  o , the ir daily caloric intake in m pty 
i atones people w ho im bibe in other drugs w h ich  may 
indiv idually con tribu te  to stroke developm ent yet mel, 
in to  the lum p classifii a tion o, heavy alcohol " intake

The next tim e you read a report of a study tha , con 
eludes a fairly obvious generalized statem ent, take if 
w ith  a gram o, salt for i ,  may really tiave very little  
usable in fo rm ation  in spite of all the g lory tha t sur 
rounds the find ings Certainly overuse o f a lcohol has 
many negative social and personal health aspects 
There is m ui h research to explain why it may indiv id 
ually worsen many health ( oncetns so w hy plai e so 
m uch exi dem ent on the revelation that i, d o es ’  Maybe 
out research dollars w ou ld  be better spent on nu tritiona l 
program s edm atronal program s on life style and sub 
stance at,use and research on how  to got som e of 
these high level a lcohol consum ers lo  d im in ish  then 
habits
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