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EDITORIAL/OPINION

Dickerson Will Be Missed, But Not Forgotten

Since Blacks entered Jamestown, Virgi
nia, in 1619 as indentured servants, there have
been many Black leaders who have dedicated
their life to the struggle for racial equality. Mr
Earl

Some may ask, who was Earl B. Dickerson

B. Dickerson was such an individual
In order to know who he was, one must have
lived in Chicago for a period of time, be a fol
lower of the civil rights movement, or a stu
dent of the Supreme Court.

Mr. Dickerson, who died in Chicago earlier
this year at the age of 95, was an attorney,
businessman, politician, and civil rights acti
vist. Not only was he the driving force behind
the evolution of African-Amerncan history in
Chicago, his work in the area of civil nights has
benefitted Blacks and other ethnic minorities
In 1939, Dickerson successfully arqued a case
the United
which struck

before States Supreme Cournt

down racially restrictive real

estate covenants. The practice was used by
real estate firms to keep commumities through
out the nation segregated. The case, Hans
berry vs. Lee, was just one example of Mr
Dickerson’s contribution to the betterment of
the Black race

Dickerson was born in Canton, Mississippi
in 1891, he moved to Chicago in 1906. After
earning a bachelor's degree from the Univer

sity of lllinois in 1814, he later became the first

the prestigious University of Chicago. He was
admitted to the lllinois Bar in 1920

In 1921, Dickerson was one of the founders
of the Supreme Life Insurance Company. He
became chief counsel of Supreme Life in 1921
a position he held for 31 years. Later he was
named president and board chairman. Today
Supreme Life Insurance Company is one of
the nation’s largest and successful Black
owned insurance companies

Forever a warnor in the civil nghts army for
racial equality, in 1939, Dickerson helped or
ganize the NAACP Legal Defense Fund. That
same year he represented the father of the late
playwrite Lorraine Hansberry

He also served as president of the National

Urban NAACP, National
Cook County Bar Associations, and the Chi

League, the and
cago Urban League
Not only will Mr

knowledge, and commitment

Dickerson be missed for
his leadership
will be missed for

Unhke some Black

to the Black movement, he
his courage and integnity

leaders who have used orgamizations that pro
of African Amencans for
Mt

dedication to the advancement of

mote the causes
their own personal and financial gains
[)Il kerson's
the Black race was beyond question

M

who are committed to the concept ot racial

of us

Dickerson will be missed by thoss

African- American to receive a law degree from equalty for all. His inspiration will be with u
forr vears to come
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Ramblin’ Rod Show Host
Rod Anders Made
Racist Remark
On B-13-B6, | was watching the Ramblin® Rod show A wk of
with my son. Rod Anders was talking about the Native P VAN AT I KPT
Amerncan show at the Multnomah County Fair when he | & 15k il pa ! '
told a httle boy that there was something that had al it the Ramt Rod st I ' 1
ways bothered hum about Indians they are alwavs ! s 1 { )
trying to learn. because whenever you try 1o talk to ar t ever hag V)i '
Indhan, all they can say 15, ' how T both R Anle ) ) f
As a caucasian trying to raise my son without pre KPTV Char 12
judice, | was incensed at such a blatantly racist remark The | H 1s A ba
It Mr. Anders had not yet higured out what an impact he fraag ' ) Lwe thi i1 |
has had on our youth for the past twenty odd yvears he y b H ) iy
has been on the ar, then | felt it was high time this was 1 fr )
pomnted out to him he Is a I y | [ "
I wrote Martin Brantley, General Manager of KPTV yiiid
requesting that /mmediate action be taken regarding "
this matter. To date, | have not heard from him . There Dok
fore, my initial concern has been compounded by the i R a
-
Freedom Now! o
Susan Mnumzana, Afncan National Congress, and State Representative 7 35 /0
. ]
Margaret Carter will speak about the anti aparthend struggle in South Afnica
at 7:30 p.m_, Thursday, October 30, at Mount Olivet Baptist Church, 116 YLD
NE Schuyler, Portland, Oregon FSLIC |NSUBED
p ONE YEAR CD
This event is sponsored by Portland Demaocratic Sociahsts of Amenca ALL FOR OTHER RATES & TERMS
Amernican Friends Service Committee Southern Atnca Project, Portlanders w WILSON Fl"‘"c‘AL
Organlzmi for Southern African Freedom, Oregon Ranbow Coalition, and A21 SW SN 227 3144
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