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ot WA 5, Policy, a low-profile, highly influential part of the bureaucracy that sets the you write to us, we'll make certain your comments are passed on to tt
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I' ' ] The OFPP is part of the Office of Manmmﬂﬂt and Budgm and n wants The “‘rule of two'' was and continues to be a good rule tor all
' : . " v to repeal the “‘rule of two"'. Getting rid of government regulations normally The National Small Business Association, is a bi-partisan, non-profit
" "‘ - .. is 8 sound idea. In this instance, however, it's one of the worst ideas the organization of small business owners, 1156 15th Street, NW, Suite 71
) - bureaucracy has come up with. It ranks with the contemporaneous Washington, DC 20005

recordkeeping rule IRS issued last year on the use of business vehicles

The “rule of two'’ says that when there are at least two responsible small
firms bidding on a contract and the government can expect to pay a reason
able price, the contract must be ‘set aside’’ for bidding by small firms only
It does not mean that bidding is limited to two small firms. It does mean
that big business cannot bid

The rule has been in use by some agencies since 1964 and by all federal
agencies since 1984

Why is it so important? It insures that a small business is going to get
the contract and the taxpayers are going to pay a reasonable price. If the
figures the bureaucracy gives us are correct, small business gets about $3
wllion a year in federal pnme contracts. Nearly half of that, $15.6 billhor
came as the result of the “'set aside’’ program in FY 1984

If the rule is repealed, it could cut small business’ already meager take of
the gederal procurement dollar in half! Big business which represents only
one percent of all businesses in the nation, already get B0% of the contract
dollars They stand to get even more if the “rule of two s repealed

The OFPP says it is complying with a provision of the Competitior
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¥ : Contracting Act of 1984. That section directs agencies to “‘increase the use
B I . ® . of full and open competition by adopting policies, procedures and prac
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¢ tices that assure the agency receives a sufficient number (emphasis
Jasper Ambers, Attorney at Law

operates own law office. supplied) of sealed bids
Photo by Richard J. Brown The manner in which the OFPP has interpreted the Act, in effect, directs
contracting officers to justify in writing, setting aside contracts for bidding

Jasper L Am bers by small firms only. More important, it in effect offers big buiness whict

already have complained that competition from small firms s “eroding

Attorney at Law their sale of spare parts, a chance to have a "'set aside’’ rejected merely by

indicating they might tnd
Jasper L. Ambers is one of only a handful of African-American attorneys naicating they mig

in private practice in Portland. Ambers has been in private practice since
1978, and his office is located at 716 North Alberta. Ambers said 65 percent
of the cases he handles are criminal and 35 percent are civil cases

Prior to going into private practice, Ambers worked three years as a
Multnomah County Deputy District Attorney. Ambers said of the two pro
fessions, he prefers being in private practice the most

"I enjoy my private practice the most. As an attorney in private practice

i',-‘rtu-:] the best prnice has not necessarnly been contracting officer:
prnime consideratior Remember $400 hammers and $640 toilet seats/
Their main objective is to get the item delivered according to specifications
and on time. It.s not reasonable to expect them to jeopardize that objective
by making detaled surveys and written determinations prescrnibed in the
proposed rule change

The OFPP says its proposal complies with the law. Congress says OFPP

s musinterpreting the law. |f all this has a familiar ring to it, it ¢ - J
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firm with other Black attorneys in the Portland area :
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Ambers is a native of Montgomery, Alabama, and a graduate of Fisk
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GENER ‘L DENTIS:rlY o . Educational Literature On
o ' ” Animals Available
DENTAL CARE FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY PORTLAND COMMUNITY COLLEGE
Educational literature dealing with
I issues of pet ownership, breeding
~ PREVENTION ORIENTED control, hunting, trapping, and al
— FRIENDLY PROFESSIONAL STAFF ternatives to animal research
& ;m&lfm&am;:ﬁln:ﬁq“ s avalable through Fnends of Ami
- :lﬁ':: m#l&:lﬂ:‘m TO TREATMENT mals, Inc., the national non-profit
_: “.fri"lnﬂt"fmlb amnimal protection organization
- &l%uliiumuu - ':'I:El::lrll.!:sl:l:t. Flyers, brochures and short pam
= MON 3 A AM &
’ ~ EVENINGS AVAILABLE - phlets are sold at cost through the
= ADA MEIMBEIR organization’s administrative office
- in Neptune, New Jersey ™
Friends of Animals, a twenty
503—228-3()(’9 nine year-old organization, provides |
a National Low-Cost Breeding Con |

Dr. Edward . Ward

trol Program for dogs and cats. For

p\nl‘\ ﬁ'.\\.b‘. information on the low-cost Spav at PCC’S CASCADE CAMPUS

610 SW Alder, suite 1008 POY'“.'“
Chinic’’ nearest you, or to receive a
- literature order form, call toll-free, ?05 N' K""ngswonh St.
1-800-631-2212

SERVICES AVAILABLE to owners of small businesses at

PCC CASCADE...
i SMALL BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT CENTER for
*One-to-one counseling free of charge
- *Course work on starting a small business
: CENT *Help to increase operating efficiency
: *Special seminars-Market research-Loan
o 5 development and MUCH MORE!'!
‘ ] THE CASCADE BUSINESS INCUBATOR helps

small businesses get established by

furnishing OFFICE AND LIGHT MANUFACTURING
SPACE AT BELOW-MARKET RENT!

Classes, seminars, consulting services

are included

SMALL BUSINESS MANAGEMENT PROGRAM -A range
of classes and services for established

Small Business owners and operators

Otfered at PCC Southeast Center and Rock

Creek Campus

CHECK US OUT TODAY.

CALL THE CASCADE SMALL BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT
CENTER 283-2541, Ext. 5237

Sam Brooks...

| Consulting director of the Small Business Incubator project at Cascade
Campus, Sam recently was named to the prestigious National Advisory Board
of Small Business Development Centers. As a board member, he will help
advise the US Small Business Administration on policies affecting the
SBDC program nationwide

A has a tough law against drinking drivers. It's a
‘s simple, straight-forward guarantee. If you fail the breath
pA test, you lose your license for at least 90 days. If you
M refuse the test, you lose your license for one year. That's

‘f{ what happens the first time you re caught. You don't even

want to know what happens the second ime
If you drink too much and drive, the least you'll lose is your license.

E‘ w Safety Commission
1 2022
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