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Woman Activist Urges Defeat
by Jerry Garner of Measure 6

" M y  personal belief is that abor 
tion is a very personal decision and  
it should be left up to the w om an I 
think w om en should have access to 
adequate health care If a w om an  
is unable to  pay for it and relies on 
the governm ent for all her health  
care, an abortion should be an op

tion included in the health care 
package Ballot M easure 6 that is 
before Oregon voters w ould  deny 
that option to the poorest o f the 
poor w om en in the s ta te ."

This statem ent w as m ade by 
Gaye W illiam s, C om m unication  Di 
rector for The Religious Coalition for

Abortion Rights in W ashington . 
D C W illiam s was in Portland for 
the Religious Coalition conference

W illiam s said M easure 6 is a bad 
am endm ent, saying, if passed by 
Oregon's voters, w ould  prohibit the 
state from  funding abortions, w ith  
the exception of preventing the 
death of the m other. "T h ere  would  
be no exception for w om en  w ho  are 
pregnant as a result of forcible rape, 
for children w ho  are victim s of in­
cest. or for m any w om en  w ith  ser 
ious health problem s such as kidney 
disease or diabetes

Furtherm ore, she said, if Ballot 
M easure 6 is passed, taxpayers will 
pay m ore, because these w om en  
will be forced to have the babies 
and will becom e dependent on the 
state, resulting in the state spending  
more m oney on that child in w elfare  
benefits

W illiam s was asked w hether she 
believed that Roe vs W ad e , the 
ruling by the Suprem e Court legali 
sing abortion, would som e day be 
overturned by the Suprem e Court. 
She replied, " If  the Suprem e Court 
changes under a highly conservative  
president such as Ronald Reagan,
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w e don ’t expect the high court to 
outlaw  abortion to m ake it illegal 
W h at they are m ore likely to do is up 
to the individual sta tes ,"

W illiam s said since Reagan has 
been in o ffice, there has been an

increase in m ilitancy m opposition  
to abortion. "Reagan is the first 
president to com e out strongly and  
say I support the anti choice m ove  
m ent. His statem ents have really 
opened the gates to people w ho . I

feel, are not com ing so m uch from  a 
pnnicipal opposition, a moral post 
tion, but w ho w ould  love to see a 
w hole laundry list of things happen  

that will be very detrim ental to the 
rights of poor people, the rights of 
w om en and the rights of people of 
color. I think that's  the heart o f 
w hat th e y ’re trying to accom plish "

The Harvard Ratcliff graduate  
said these people are trying to get 
w om en out of the work force and  
out of politics and are trying to turn  
the clock back on w om en and m i­
norities in this country " I also feel 
there is a political elem ent that is 
flourishing under Reagan that is 
using perhaps the real concerns  
that people are having about w o  
m en’s health and the rights of the  
fetus and tw isting it into an abor 
tion issue They call themselves 
’pro lifers’ , w hen, in fact, their poll 
cy prom otes d ea th ."

W illiam s said although she be 
lieves that w om en should have the  
right to an abortion on dem and, she 
feels that m ore should be done to  
prevent the need for abortion " If  
m ore sex education classes are 
available, the dem and for abortion  
will decrease This has been proven  
in parts of the country w here they  
have tried school based clinics, and  
the rate of teen pregnancy  
dropped "

Besides being active in w om en  
issues. W illiam s is a successful art 
ist. Last Tuesday at King Facility, 
she gave a one w om an recital show  
about the problems in the everyday  
life of Black w om en to about 50 
people.

Her visit to King Facility was  
sponsored by the Portland Chapter 
of the National Black W om en 's  
Health Project Bobbi L. Gary is 
president of the Portland Chanter
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