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1ST Annual Black Artists' Gathering Held
by Jerry Garner

The first annual Black Artists' 
Gathering was held last Friday at 
PCC, Cascade Campus The pur 
pose of the gathering was for Afn 
can American artists to discuss the 
problems they encounter in attemp 
ting to sell and promote their art 
work

During the 3 hour long forum en 
titled "Black Artists Crucified in 
Portland, Oregon", a panel of five 
local artists, Isaac Shamsud Din. 
Sherriann Haggard. Charlett Lewis. 
Mario Jackson and H A Hagood, 
discussed the obstacles confronting 
African American artists and solu 
tions to correct these problems

Each panelist agreed that as ar 
tists they must do more in an effort 
to make African Americans and the 
general public aware of the impor 
tance of Black artwork, do more 
networking among themselves, and 
establish a place where their art can 
be viewed.

' Before we can promote our 
work, we as African American ar 
fists must first educate our own 
people about the beauty of black 
art All too olten, when you look on 
the walls of many black homes, you 
won't find African American art on 
them," replied artist Sherriann Hag 
gard

Haggard said it seems that every 
10 to 20 years Black artists must 
prove the meaning of their art 
"Unless there is blood in our art, we 
must explain its meaning," she said.

All five panel members said that 
it was difficult for them to promote 
and sell their work in Oregon They 
blame this on racism, lack of public 
awareness to the importance of 
Black art, and the geographic loca 
tion of Oregon. "It's  very difficult 
for an African American artist to 
work in Portland I've worked in 
Chicago, New York and San Fran 
cisco The resources access to 
things artists need to be successful 
come so much easier This is not 
the case here in Portland." Isaac 
Shamsud Din said

Shamsud Dm and the other ar 
tists said in order to correct the 
problem, they must control their 
own market and attend art commis 
sron meetings to see what the com 
mission is doing to promote and ad 
dress the issues confronting Afri 
can American artists in Portland.

He said that the State of Oregon 
is almost at the bottom of the list 
when it comes to funding Black 
art "Funding for Black art projects 
in this state over the last decade 
has been less than 1 percent. There 
is no committment in the state for 
Black art "

Lewis said that since Reagan took 
office, federal funding for the arts 
has decreased dramatically. "This 
has had a negative impact on the 
ability of African American artists 
to work,” said Lewis

The artists said that it's crucial 
they make an all out effort to get an 
art cultural center in the commu 
nrty They said an art center could 
assist the Black community and the 
general public on the value of Afri

can American artwork serve as a 
place where African American ar 
lists could show lht*ir work and a 
place where African American ar 
lists could meet and discuss issues 
related to their crafts

Besides the forum, the artists also 
sponsored an exhibit and auction

During the event, local artists dis 
played and sold then work to the 
public Sham sud Dtn said d ie  pub 
lie s reaction to  the exh ib it and auc 
tion  was great "T he  people who 
carne were very in terested in the 
exhib it They asked questions a 
bout the a rtw ork  and had a good

dialogue w ith  the a ,tis ts St
sud  Dm said they in  p i.i.u . . 
ha v in g  m ore  sur h e«h>Hi-. 
tio n s  in th e  near tu tu re  
The lo ru n i and  th e  e x h ib it and 
tu rn  w as sp o n so re d  by D ie  V 
A rts  O m bu d sm a n  I ’n . . t and 
M e tro p o lita n  A its  ( a n n e
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To cloan a glass decantar, 
chop a larga potato into 
small pieces P ut into the 
decanter w ith soma warm  
water and shake rapidly
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What kind of car
do you want?

And what kind of terms?

Whip out a pencil and look al 
the chart

Then you 'll really apprtx late the 
astonishing flexibility of l onsumer loans 
at First Interstale Rank of Oregon

You i an arrange a loan w ith  the ideal 
m onth ly  payment Io hl your budget 
For a new t ar L ite  model used i at KV 
Boat Vai ation Or home improvements

Suppose you want a new car. or

III.IV Ir * a used K i l l !  H li I at V< >:I i l l ’s !■ ft 
your monthly payments d \m i want i 
longer tune Io pay or ey eu il y. m waul 
In make a dow n pay meni al ill

The same flex ib ility  applies Io pie 
in tu iti used i ats .>1 ret ent mrxlel ye,us 
and all other r o u s iii i >'i loans << T iia n i 
restrictions do apply \u d  you mist 
qualify, ol i nurse i

C o u y e liie n l as th a t may I« t l ■ re s

m ole I usi you ( an qualify for a '/>% 
li .. ..lin t ..Il the norm al interest tales 

yviili e Im  iti. pay incuts ho in  vont 
I . I Inters! a. Rank < Iiex king at <. .m il ’ 
s. nd w ith (hr right < rerlit inform a 
h I we ■ an have yout money ready 
the same day

\|»p ly lo t v o n t loan today by ta iling  
I visiting Firs, Interstate Rank And
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Examples of T\ pical Loans 

Payment Terms 6<> Months
New Car 0"., Down 10 ", Down 20'. Down

Sellini» Equal Annual Ti|iul Annual Equal Annualo
P rit ' t *

Amounl Monthly I’rrientag. Anmuni Monthly 1'rn  ratage \ mount Monthly 1l’en ratageI (K  ( Borrowed Payments Kate Borrow cd Pay ment* Rate Borrowed Payment* k.iii

$ 7,<mm> $ 7.000 $151 32 11 06% $ F. ,OO $ |3 f . IX I I  103. $ 5 I.OI) $121 05 I I  11%

$10.000 $ 10.tMHf $216 17 10 97% $ 9.OIMI $191 55 |O 99 T, $ X (MM» $172 93 11 02%

$14.000 $11.000 $302 63 10 90% $12 ('.(MI $272 17 10 923. $11.200 $2 ,2  11 10.94

$ 18,000 $ IX,000 13X9 10 10X7% $16.200 $350 19 10 XX % $1 1 ,00 $311 2X 10 90%

J LOAN H(XI LINE
( ’dll weekdays from 
10 a m. to 7 p.m , 
weekends from 
noon to 5 p.m. 
Portland: 225-4000 
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