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—oillion Dollar Grandma®’ ™ ——————

by Bob Lothian

Mary Lockridge The Million Dollar Grandma and the Millionaires
played in front of nearly a thousand people during their concert at Pioneer
Courthouse Square on the day before the Fourth of July

There's no secret about the kind of talent that draws crowds like that
Lockndge has been moving crowds with her soulful renditions of jazz stan
dards, spirituals and "“torch songs” for all but 6 of her 70 years
We play soft jazz,”’ said Lockridge, somewhat modestly downplaying
the feeling in her music

Backed by Eddie Weid on piano, Kevin LeBaron on saxophone, Nick
Christmas playing drums and Dan Davis on bass, the group puts out a
contemporary sound that spans the years

When The Million Dollar Grandma and the Millionaires
Art Quake, Friday, September 20, from 8- 10 p.m

play next at
musicC lovers won 1t want
to muss this class act

Lockridge, a lifetime Portland resident, traces her roots way back in
Oregon Her grandfather, Sergeant Major David H. Haskins, was a

Buffalo Soldier” of the famous 10th Cavalry before settling and building a
house in the Metzger area of Southwest Portland

Mary grew up in that house, where her mother, Ida Haskins, re« ognized
her singing talent at a tender age

My mother told me just go out and do it and I'm still performing

Mary said

Her dream was to become an opera star, but the Great Depression hit
and there was no money for training in Europe. Mary exchanged sewing for
singing lessons with a well-to-do lady in Southwest. Busts of Beethoven
Chopin and Mozart still grace the top of the organ in Mary's apartment
near Portland State University

Mary became a child star of the West Coast vaudeville circuit playing
in the string of Urpheum theaters in larger cities She remembers the first
song she ever sang on stage, at age six I'm Forever Blowing Bubbles
She also remembers the train trips with her mother and the sound of gravel
stniking the fenders of her father's model T Ford as they drove over the early
roads from show to show

She stayed with vaudeville until it gave out before World War Il and then
entertained in clubs. Her career took her to the Onent, Canada and Mexico
but not the East Coast
M.,..' said She

rattled offt a jazz who's who Art Tatum, Lavanda Page, Della Reese

It was just wonderful meeting all the different people

sammy Davis, Jr. and many others

aohe remembers with fondness the time she sang accompani

Tatum Nobody could touch him on the piano if you couln’t sing, he

make you sing,”’ she said
Della Heese She's the one that taught me how to pack my bag
When Reese and Lockndge performed at nearby clubs in Portland. the
two met. Reese gave her a tip, Mary said that she could roll up instead
of fold her gowns and dresses to eiminate wrinkles and save room in the

suitcase

Mary also performed with Sammy Davis, Jr when he was just a kid
she sand | was about 15, he was eight or nine
There was also the special time she took her four-year-old son Reginald

to meet Lows Armstrong in Portland
Mary said He let (Reginald) hold his horn, and t}
was a big thing for my son

Mary said it was

business in those days

He was so warm

almost a no-no"" for a young Qirls to go into show
She also expenenced prejudice, but not among
entertainers, who she said were acq epting and open-minded
It was very difficult for you to maintain your status in society,”” Mary

said But if you believe in yourself, you hold your head up and carry or
It's been a life | would not change

Between performances n her busy career, Lo krnidge managed to find
time to raise six sons and three daughters, who have blessed her with 25
grandchildren

Not the only member of her family drawn to the stage, Mary's famous
Eddie Rochester Anderson, traveled the vaudeville circuit and
Lockndge and

brother
became the irreverant butler of the “Jack Benny Show
Anderson grew up separately, and didn’t spend much time together, she
sand

Among Mary’'s favorite numbers are “‘torch songs sad songs that tell
a story,” she said. One is ""Blue Prelude,” which she hopes to record soon

Danny Boy Rogers and Hammerstein's

Her other favorites include
You'll Never Walk Alone
Motherless Child, "

Low, Sweet Chariot

and spirtuals Sometimes | Feel Like a

‘Nobody's Seen the Trouble I've Seen,” and ""Swing
Mary said she feels gratified to see an audience respond to her music
Sometimes they even cry, she said She especially enjoys entertaining
senior citizens. Her message to them is, "'They can do something what

ever it 1s you did when you were young, you can still do

What keeps her singing is seeing the lift it gives people, Mary said If
it's only for a minute, you lift people out of the depression by making them
feel good, making them laugh. That's what's happening, really, all over
the world

Now Mary sees her role as passing on her musical knowledge to young

With the

I taught them the value of the music and what it means

musicians while continuing to make her audiences feel good
band members
We're not a bang bang bunch of noise. We express feeling, that's what

jazz s all about

YMCA Sponsors Family Fair

Bring your family to the riverplace family YMCA's free ‘Family Fair'’ on
Sunday, August 10th from 1:00 - 4:00 p.m. at Tom McCall South Water
front Park
preview’ tour of the new 47,000 square foot facility will be available to the

just south of the Hawthorne Bridge. A special family “‘sneak

public for the first time

September
I

cold drinks, fun, and games for all ages

For reservations call 294-3300

ROYCE'S

The facility is scheduled for grand opening mid
We'll supply

pre-schoolers to seniors

Bring your own main dish and place settings

BAR-B-QUE
CONNECTION

“-V’au/.'food' wilh slyle 20 Hourvs a Jay

— .

specials
avery
day

church
specials
every
Sunday
after
church

1438 N.E. 14th Place & Alberta

call 249-9609

Her Soul is not black soul i1s

fezesl ng fjon't are what nationality you are, when you're sir ging witt

iSic 18 also about soul, Mary said

feeling, you're nging with soul
Her plans include an album possibly a video

old she said

‘I don’t intend to grow

But she worries about her grandchildren and the state of the world
reflected in the music of today

All their music is so drastic and heartbreaking, there's no softness to

e B

Mary Lockridge The Million Dollar Grandmother

Photo by Richard J. Brown
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CALVIN WALKER

STEVEN BAILEY, N.D.

NATUROPATHIC FAMILY PHYSICIAN

(S0Y) 289 9914
KI9N KILLINGSWORTH, ORTLAND, (R 97217

As primary health care providers we offer a full range of naturopathic
health care service. The naturopathic physician provides preventative
wholistic and natural family health care for a wide range of acute and
hron onditions and minor traumatic injures

The following is a list of services available through the clinic. Feel

free to call and discuss your questions about the naturopathic

approach to health and how it apples to you and your family

* COMPLETE PHYSICAL EXAMS
CONSULTATIONS FOR
SPECIFIC PROBLEMS
GYNECOLOGIC EXAMS AND
WOMEN'S HEALTH CARE
NUTRITIONAL AND DIETARY
ASSESSMENT
ALLERGY TESTING AND
CLINICAL ECOLOGY
GERIATRICS
CHILDREN'S MEDICINE
SCHOOL AND JOB PHYSICALS
PRENATAL AND
POSTNATAL CARE

STANDARD LABORATORY
AND DIAGNOSTIC TESTING
HAIR MINERAL ANALYSIS
PHYSIOTHERAPY
MANIPULATION AND
MASSAGE

EXERCISE THERAPY
CLEANSING PROGRAMS
AND FASTING
COUNSELING

BOTANICAL MEDICINE
HOMEOPATHY
HYDROTHERAPY
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Concert and Sing-Along Bring
Couch Park Series to a Close

The "“"Tuesday in Couch Park’’ series draws 10 a cor IS n August 19
with a8 concernt and sing-along led by the thity blended voices of the
Portland Rose Close Harmony Music Men Choir

Couch Park, 20th and NW Glisan, from 7 to 8 p.m
people are welcome to bring thew wn picric and a

They will entertain in
At 6 p.m pre

ceding the music

package dessert for shanng Coffee and lemonade will be prowvided

- .
The major focus of the jesday in Couch Park’’ series is to encourage

neighbors meeting newghbors and to provide positive recreational activities

n the park Co-sponsors are Metropholitan Learnir g Center Community

School, Northwest Distnict Association, Northwest Ministries and Nob Hil

Business Associat

Walnut Park Lock & Key
533 N.E. Killingsworth
503-288-6338

24 hr. Emergency Service

L1

< TERRI'S %,

<% FRESH FISH & SEAFOODS %,
g“f+ 3225 N.E. Union Ave_

Open 9 ) n. M-Sat. Sun 4.9

N2 FM &5

MUD

MT HOOD COMMUNITY COLLEGE

Betty Cabine. Propretor
lmqh‘l‘(‘ SHS AMDRE DOUGLAS MATALM COLE B MO AR WEERS

Wig Styling $7.50 AND UP

(long or specialty styles slightly higher)

MRS. C’s WIGS
707 N.E. Fremont 281-6525

Closed Sun. & Mon. OPEN Tues. thru Sat. 11:30 AM to 8:00 PN




