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Advocates for the homeless Mitch Snvder and Michael

Stoops meet at Baloney Joe's,

Photo by Richard J. Brown

Christian Activist Mitch Snyder Speaks on
Behalf of the Homeless

by Bob Lothwan

Mitch Snvder’'s strong beliet in the
ights of the homeless has led him to
take direct action

In 1980, the former Madison Avenue
nanagement consultant hived on the
streets of Washington, D.( tor four
Whet

losed its door

maonths a Washington church
to the homeless, he

With other

group the Community

threw blood on its altar
members of hi
tor Creative Non- Violence, Snyder has
occupied buildings and fasted on behalt
of the homeless

During fasts, ""He was almost near
death on several occasions, sand
Michael Stoops, head of the Bumside
Community Council

Stoops introduced Snyder’s appear
ance Friday at St
Southeast Portland

Francis Church in

According 1o Snvder, who s de
scribed as a radical Chnistian ag
fivist militant action 1s needed o
draw attention to the growing crnsis ol
homelessness

Fime has run out for a moderate
Snyder sand

His civil disobedience for the home

response

less stemmed from simular protest ac
tion durning the Vietnam War, Snyder
said. As he protested the war in the
carly 708, he began to see the homeless
problem as the
o the

domestic counterpan’™

violence in Vietnam, ““withun

Junior Court
at Festival

Albina Rotary will sponsor the Girea
ter Albina Spring Festival on May 131
1986 at Peninsula Park in comjunction
with the Jumor Rose Festival Court's
Fiftiecth Annual Rose Planting and
Kmghting Ceremony. The hours will
be 10:30 a.m. until 430 p.m

Ihe Festival will honor the Jumior
Count and grade school students who
attend schools in and around the Albina
area and who have excelled either in
academics or in service to their schools
of commumity

The Portland Public Schools 1s co
sponsoring the event and will present
certificates of achievement to the hon
ored students. The .udents will be
hosted to a hamburger luncheon at the
Festival immediately after the Junior
Court completes its portion ol the
event. Entertainment will include
storytelling at the North Portland
branch of the Library at 10:30, a parade
to the park led by the Jazmin' Band,
orchestral and band music, cultural
dancing and singing, a drill team, and a
presentation by the Junior Court prin-
cesses

The public is invited to attend

By e R gl T 8

- . b 2 - " ¥ Wi
v e .

T SR . -~ v 4"

blocks of the White House he veny
cpicenter i worid il
\"'ll:\: I 1 A , w | 11 | the
homeless in Wash 1 L YA

He sad the |
people ha tead
hegan h W irk w iy sing 19%1)
when the problem began cachon
[\|--|_~-:'.|-n|--.

Estimates of 2 won homeless i
Amenca are probably low, according to
Snvder. New York Cuty alone ha
SO M) homeless, including 10000
children, he sand. The Communmity Tor
Creative Non-violence in Washington

runs a soup kichen that feeds 2,000

people a dav, also a clime, shelter and
free tood store, he sand
Snyder attacked the stereotypes ol
homeless people that only make the
problem worse, he sind
These are not dirty azy, drunken
bums he sand
On  the ontrary according o
Snyder, the homeless today are the dis
abled, elderly, unemployed and vete

rans. They are plagued by illness

frosthate, gangrene, injunes and need

less deaths, he sand

Snyder expressed sadness at  the
deaths on Mt. Hood But evervday
probably 510 tmes that number die on
the strects

He urged those present to drop what
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Oregon, announced that he had learned
froumn a rehabl ource thatl n " nud
ng imstitubions were denvir ovans o
rehabilitation of the Beaver and State
Hotels
I'he two old hotels in the Bumside

are pan ol Mavor Bud Clark
Under the plan

1 2-point
plan for the homeless
ind remodel
tor the

the city would purchase
the hotels tor low cost housing
homeless, but that can’t happen without
the loans, sad Page

He descnibed the action by lending
institulions  as ilmost  unconsciiena
ble and probably pohincally mot

vated If this 1s true, | think it's a

termble statement about the business
}‘.I.'l‘ said

leaders of our community

Snyder said that Portland 1s viewed
as progressive for its programs for the
homeless

That's real strange, snt ol he
sand that someone would say the

mavor isn’t domg his job for wanting to

help the homeless?

Black Endangered Species,

says Speaker

by Jerrv Garner

“Unless Blacks focus on the prob

lems that are destroying our com
munities, We as a race are an en
dangered species said Josie R

Johnson. Johnson made this statement
as part of her keynote address dunng
the Eight Women of
Awards, sponsored by the Delta Sigma
I'heta Sororty, Inc , Portland Chapter

More than 200 guests attended the
awards ceremony at the Columbia
River Red Lion Inn. The Women of
Excellence Awards were presented to
individuals in six diferent categories
Community Service, Hame Belle
Paris; Education, Virginia O. Phillips;
Professional Achievement, Margaret
Caner; Religion, E. Jean Dillard;
Senior Citizen, Jewel White; Youth,
Victoria Rose Hanston

Scholarships were also given to local
young women for their academic
achievements. Receiving scholarships
for $500 were Cynthia Renfro of

Excellence

Reynolds; Tonya Negil Canada of Jef
ferson: and Zonva Watts of Beaverton
Victonia Rose Harston ol Grant
cerved a $1000 scholarship

Johnson, who s currently residing in
Houston,
Consultant, Director of Alumni Aftairs
Office, Fisk University. She hasa B A
from Fisk, while earming a M Ed. and
Ed.D. n Admimistration
from the University of Massachusetts at
Ambherst. Jolinson 1s also past President
of the Minneapolis, Minnesota Urban
lLeague

Johnson told those in attendance that
Black parents, community leaders, and

Texas, 1s an Educational

Education

religious leaders must focus on the
problems which are destroying Black
America. Problems
education, Black on Black crime, pov
erty, teen pregnancies, and economi
equality The key
problems is quality education,”” sad
Johnson. Johnson said she was sad

such as quality

in solving these

Local Youth Wants to be a Doctor
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Iicmandin 0 m H
olled at Catl Ve o, and
receirved scholar hips Tor all but one ol
those years, shw ud
While at Cathin, Dermnick traveled 1o -
Europe tor hive weeks with 11 students Derrick Butler leaves home for Catlin Gabel where he attends school
ind a teacher, and practiced his French Photo by Richard 1. Brown
He wants 1o go back ud his
mother But Dernck sad ot was dithicult A
His vears at the private school were being one of only three black students I
good tor Dernick } ud the school, which has a student body of H
It" s afforded him the opportunity to LY oul !
meet a lot of people and have expen It's hke | hive in two worlkd
ences that a no il chuld growing up in and 1 g
Northeast Portland wouldn't have w Dermick sand he s looking torward 1o
N 1
cess o vhe sand attending Morehouse even though it nya {
it Je
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Keynote speaker for the **Women of Excellence’” awards ity president Lillian Cunningham

luncheon Josie S. Johnson and Delta Sigma Theta soror- Photo by Richard ). Brown
dened by the lack of emphasis which s they knew that an educated slave was a read and wni
placed on education in many Black threat to the cruel system of slavery Johnson said during the reconstru
communmties Those who taught slaves to read and ton penod Black families stressed the
Historically Blacks have always write were punished a everely a iportance of an education, work . an
been interested in  education, nd those who helped slaves escape nd the role of mother and father Today
Johnson. In the past, White scholars Johnson necd a surgent of those emphasi
denied this interest 1in education on the Johnson said despite those obstacle I Johnsot
part of Blacks. Johnson told the aud Blacks did leam to read and write . After Johnson urged those present to g
ence that duning slavery, Whites demied the emancipation Proclamation, one busy rebuilding th lapsed value sy
Blacks the right to education because fifth of the Blacks in the South could tem in the Black
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