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1985 Keynote speaker was Sen. Mark
Hatfield
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When Harold Washington was de A
clared the democrat nominee  lor &
Mavyor of Chicago in 1983, he vowed
that if he became the City's first Black
Mayor, he would stop the City's system
of patronage. Under this system, jobs -
are _L'l\-L'I'!1l‘|)1.'r||l‘1.r.|.1h. committeemen o b
according to their ward's production at
the polls, and the committeemen in turn ‘ :
give jobs to the precinct workers Fu11 O Oked
Washington's plan to eliminate the y By
patronage system and the tact that he S :'"“““" o}....:aum
was Black and led manv White hife k. - & ';\J . 5
longed democrats to  abandon ‘h one ess “n. L LR'.,:L\"‘ ,:';':
W ashington caused many to vote n \,‘
stead for Bernard Epton, a Republican " 1 : e el
Washington defeated Epton in one of i ¥
this nation’s most racist elections in has ” ~
torv. In 1983, Washington and Walter y {
Mondale attended a Palm Sunday mass I a m 4
at St. Pascal’s Roman Catholic Church ~\’ :
on Chicago’s Northwest side. They \
were confronted by an unruly crowd of 5 To 7-L bs Average /
Epton supporters who shouted epithets X \\ \ e 5%
at them :
Since his election as Mayor Golden Prairte [ L
Washington's ability to govern the city Or Smok-A-Roma. 3
has been stymied by rebellious White & “. Natural HickOTY .
aldermen led by Edward Vrdolyak, Q* » | smoked, corn- :
Chairman of Cook County Democratic * ‘
Party s

All this changed last week when
Washington gained two more suppor
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ters on the council seat after a special - =l
election was held. The election was the E
result of a 1981 law-suit filed by Blacks
and Hispanics challenging the City

Council’s map reflecting population

shifts found n the 1980 census. The -
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remapping of seven wards in the City

and special elections in each ward. Ger L — b : i
rymandering was a common practice » p— "R 4
used by Whites throughout the United 4 —ﬁ = \ | i _ q ) \ s .
States to keep Blacks out of elected b )
office until the courts ruled the practice N
illegal

I'he victory by Washington suppor
ters (a hispanic man and a Black wo
man) now gives the Mayor 25 suppor
ters on the S0-seat council. The
Mayor's vote now is the tie-breaker ¢
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The election of the two pro
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Washington aldermen is another indica
tion that the once powerful Democratic
machine built by the former Mayor J
Daley was in ruins . Daley used his posi
ton as Mavor and Chairman of the

Cook County Democratic Party as a ‘!
power base for more than two decades ® rs
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Epton the Republican, this alienated
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This plus the failure of Washington

and Vrdolyak to reach a compromise
during Washington's 3 years as Mayor Gr.at over Or Sproad. llj:::: [‘]:"" 8
contnbuted to the weakeming of the Corea' or 1"P0und. Ultra ﬂr:«;thM
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problems Washington encountered

were new even to the City, once de savc UP To 3o¢ Lb-. No L‘m“! Save Up T() 90' 0" 2. No Limi" SGU(’ TOdﬂv A‘ Safewayf

scribed by the late Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr_ as “the most segregated large & ) \_ J 9 .
city in the Naton

Hatred of Washington was so great
that a million dollar contract was placed
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ing to hire an undercover informant to 5’7 Thru 5,1 3’86 .
mull;:::u\:.“t'r]::l:mlllll:.n--r.il campaign, At A" Sa'eways ~ ..
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during the 1983 Election, the band PUD“ca“on. -

played the tune **Bye-Bye Blackbird ™
They were referring to Washington
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