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I he C o lo r P u if»1« portrays the
heroic struggles o l j n oppressed black
woman lo  fin d  her identity and free
herself. and u doe-, not deserve the
c ritic ism  ii is getting . according io P5U
professor Primus St John

» »

Sl John, a poet and Associate Pro 
lesM.r o l English and Black Studies at 
PSI , analyzed the m ovie  and book dur 
ing a talk at the A lbina branch lib ra ry

Sl John said some o l ihe c rilic iM ti 
d irected against the m ovie  is co in ing  
from  men « h o  le d  threatened hy it

I he portraya l o l bias k men in the 
f ilm , lo t exam ple M is te r, the v io lent 
and troub led  husband o f C e lie . the mam 
character. has been c ritic ize d  as racist 
stereotyping

Tons B row n has nothing good to say

To The

about the f i lm  He ca lled  it the most 
racist m ovie  since l ) U  G r if f i th 's  

B irth  o l a N a tion , w h ich  included a 
scene on the k u  K lu a  M a n  Black 
characters in  (xvth film s  are portrayed as 
"d a rk ie s ,"  accord ing to B row n

Black male rage at this f i lm  was 
le g it im a te ."  he said about The C o lo r 
P urp le . ’ ’

Such c r it ic is m , St John suggested, 
perhaps derives from  "C o lo r  P u rp le " 
author A lice  W alker treating a d if f ic u lt  
and sensitive subject -  a black w o­
m an's struggle lo r  identity and freedom  
w ith in  her cu lture

I th ink the m ovie was threatening I 
th ink we re dealing w ith  a certa in  in 
s e c u rity ."  St John said

Ih e  insecurity is perhaps most appa 
rent in the c rit ic is m  o f the lesbian love

Primus St. John on
svenc w ith  < ehe and Sug. ihe n igh tc lub
singer

I th ink that sexual love between 
wom en is very threatening to m e n ."  he 
said

He described W alker s educational 
method as 'shock ing  the audience into 
lis ten ing to something they haven't 
tven  lis ten ing to "

A lice  W alker is a verv s ign ifican t 
change agent A lice  W alker is a con 
tra ry , and a contrary through and 
through she is able to  pursue her 
seeing at all costs She appears to be 
very wise "

St John said he liked  the h im . and 
that he w ou ld  like  to  see more like  it

I found it a verv m ov ing  e xpe ri­
ence I tound it p o w e r fu l. "  he said

Musk and subtle use of color conlri

"The Color Purple

Primus St. John speaks on 

"Color Purple".
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buled Io Ihe m ov ie 's  pow er, according 
to Sl John

Ih e  music was that im portan t to the 
A tro -A m erican  experience —  blues, 
w o ik  songs and church music

"T h e  music helped te ll the s to ry ."  
he said

As the story progressed, as Celie 
struggled in epic fashion to overcom e 
the th ings ho ld ing  her dow n , colors 
brightened, observed St John

I hat was true in the scene where 
C e lie 's  ch ild ren , w ho had been taken 
Irom  her at an early age. return Irom  
Alrica strong and b e a u lilu l And as 
M ister leads a horse across the glow mg. 
waving he ld  o t grass, perhaps signify 
mg that he too. has g row n

St John said he saw the m ovie  " tw o  
o i three times

At one tune I saw the m ovie w ith  a

number o t bias k people in  the audience, 
and I found it  a very great cxpe tience  at 
that l im e ”  D u rin g  the seene where 
C elie  threatens M is te r w ith  a razo r, " I  
had the tee ling  that people were ready 
to run up on the screen and 'd o ' M is te r 
right the re ,”  he said
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Ihe  Board o l D irectors o l the North 
Portland Nurse Practitioner C o m m u n ­
ity Health C lin ic  I N PC H C ) regre tfu lly  
announces that the C lin ic  w ill have to 
close its doors on May I s N x n  unless 
it has on hand at that tune a m in im um  
required SH.tHMI to  enable it to continue 
through June 19X6 Ihe  C lin ic  is a 
non p ro fit tax exempt corpora tion o f 
the State o l O regon, and is the only 
Black Am erican run pediatric c lin ic  in 
Ihe stale Since 19xt). it has provided 
primary pediatric care to young people 
in the Portland M e tropo litan  Area re­
gardless o f  then ab ility  to  pay

. Myrlah Taylor

I his d istastefu l action has been made 
necessary because 95 percent o f  the pa­
tients presently served by the C lin ic  arc 
from  needy fam ilies  that cannot a fford  
to  pay the cost o f  the m edical attention 
they receive I w o years ago welfare 
recipients made up 95 percent o f  the 
patient load H ow ever, the state's M ed ­
ica l Cost Conta inm ent la w ,  w hich 
went in to  e ffect at that tune, d id  not 
continue to  recognize Nurse Prac­
titio n e r c lin ics  as m edical care p ro v id ­
ers C onsequently, the C lin ic 's  welfare 
recipients were transferred to the eight 
b ig m edical organizations to whom  
such recogn ition  was extended

Since that tim e, the C lin ic  has been 
fundexl by monies from  foundations, 
grants, charities, and its ow n fundra is­
ing e ffo rts  It is now essentially " b e t ­
ween giants B u t. there is every 
reason to fv lic v e  that its financia l con ­
d itio n  w il l  stabilize when it is accepted 
as a m em her o f the Portland C om m un­
ity C lin ic  N e tw ork , becomes a United 
W ay organ iza tion , and finds a w illin g  
sponsor U n til that lim e , we have to 
rely on IM M E D IA T E  C O N T R IB U -  
I IO N S  Irom  groups, foundations, and 
ind iv idua ls  to  help us keep its doors 
open

I he C lin ic  has a c lien te le  o f  over 575 
cases drawn Irom  every racia l, e thnic , 
cu ltu ra l, and re lig ious background Io he 
found in the State o l Oregon Some o f 
ihe C lin ic 's  strengths are its sym pathe­
tic awareness o f and w illingness to 
w ork w ith in  the cu ltu ra l sensitiv ites o f 
the patients it serves, and its a b ility  to 
serve as a te rr if ic  ro le  m odel fo r a ll 
e thnic m inorities

A  measure o f  the C lin ic 's  value lies 
in the fact that hospitals and other in ­
stitu tions rush to send their doctors and 
nurses in tra in ing  to work in the C lin ic  
to  gain the valuable association w ith  
m inority  patients w hich the C lin ic  is so 
uniquely capable o f  p rov id ing

I f  you believe, as we do. thal the 
C lin ic  provides a service the Portland 
area cannot a ffo rd  to  be w ithout. please 
send your tax exempt con tribu tions to 
a rrive  b e fo re  May 15. 1986. Please 
make checks payable to  "N o r th  Port­
land N P C H C " and m ail them to:

N urse  P ra c t it io n e r  C o m m u n ity  
Health C lin ic

5311 N Vancouver Ave
Portland. OR 97217
A ttn  M anah A T a y lo r. B N . CPN P 

(D irector)
We urge you to ca ll M ariah at (503) 

1284-5239 to r answers to  you r quetions 
[a n d  to o ffe r her you r spoken support. 
[T h a n k  you fo r supporting Portland 's 
[po pu la tio n  o f ind igent fam ilies

Respectfu lly 
The N P C H C  Board o f  Directors
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