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EDITORIAL/OPINION

McClure-Volkmer Bill Will Increase Violent

Crime

It was ironic that a day after the U.S. House of
Representatives approved a Bill weakening the
1968 Gun Control Act, two FBI agents were killed
and hive more were wounded during a shoot out
mn \1: i
sponsored by Rep. Harold
A McClure,

would make 1t easier 1o buyv and sell

with two bank robbery suspects

The Bill which wa
L. Volkmer, D. Mo
R-ldaho

fircarms, to carry them acro state ing Jnd bimt

and James

gun dealer record-keeping requirements which

mcreases the number of people who can legally sell
firearms without L.u‘plrl-_' records
In addinon, it permits dealers to transfer guns
trom their commercial imventonies to their personal
collections, trom which tirearms can then be trans
terred to others without L.\'(']'ill\' records

Despite opposition of the Bill by police orgam
zations, the House approved the Bill by a 233-184

viole

I he passage

of the McClure- Volkmer Bill by

House was a bad decision. For it will lead 1o

more tragic incdents such as the one which occur
red i Miama

The presence of guns increases the seventy of

crimes committed. Common sens¢e suggests as

much no other hand weapon 1s so efficient at

Kithing a human being

In the U.S
JON) (M) |\-..;:J.-

there are V.7 murders a vear for

cvery Cruns are a lactor in more

than halt the murders that result tfrom arguments
between husbands and wives of other people who
know cach nrhu

I'he vote by the House circumvents efforts by
law enforcement officials to control violent crime
in this country . Instead the House caved in to the
National Rifle Association (NRA), who spent an
estimated ST 6 mulhon to get the Bill passed. And
by domg so, will increase the level of violent crime

in this country

EDITORIAL/COMMENTARY

World of Voluntarism

iriveh

By Governor Vi

Ihere are thousands of stories in the world of
voluntarism. This 1s one ot them

A retired Salem fireman heard an emergency
cail on his CB radio, and it turned out to be from a
motorist stranded somewhere north of Anchorage,
Alaska

I'he Salem man, whose CB picked up the long
distance dispatch because of unusual weather con
ditions, phoned state police in Anchorage. They
followed up on the tip. Not only did they find the
motorist, but they also reported back that n
another hour he would have frozen to death

Fhis s an unusually far-reaching example of the
work of members of Oregon REACT Radio
Emergency Associated Communications Teams

On Apnil 23, 1 will recognize Oregon REACT as
the Civic Division winner of the 1986 Governor's
Voluntansm Awards

[ began these awards for exceptional Oregon
volunteers in 1983 because | wanted to recognize

and to encourage — the generous work of Ore
gon's tens of thousands of unselfish volunteers

You may know REACT best as the people who
serve cottee, tea, chocolate and pop at rest areas on
the weekends: on a busy holiday weekend, they
may serve SO0 gallons of beverages at a single rest
arca. Our donations pay for most of REACT's
volunteer work

Other Oregonians whom | will recognize as
winners of this year's voluntarism awards are

Individual Division: Joseph E. “"Joe™" Burns ot

Hermiston whose wide-ranging community  ser

vice includes heading the city council, chamber ot

commerce, hbrary and hospital boards, airpon
committee, school and city budget committees,
and Hermiston Development Commission. The
development commission was instrumental in ob
taining the Coachmen housing and Lamb-Weston
potato plants for the Hermiston area

Davidson Industnes of

Business Division

Mapleton, whose ever-present voluntarism in
cludes building the high-school track, renting a van
to send the basketball team to the state tournament,
providing computers for schools, painting a local
church, and donating money, matenal and equip
ment to butld a mulhon-dollar, (

\I\t’\l‘tl R\'Li",'[ll“"” ”1'.' crew of the US.S
Cushing, now in Portland, more than 30 of whom

stack
Even alter the

Nympic-size pool

volunteered to collect, sphit, dehiver and
fhirewood tor low-imcome semors
worst of winter's weather had passed, these men
still were helping . Mostof the crew members come
trom outside the Northwest

Oregon REACT, Joe
5SS Cush

Ing Crew are making their commumities better

Each of these winners
Burns, Davidson Industries and the |
than they tound them

Volunteers set a powerful example
For example, dunng the hohdayvs Davidson In
dustries gives its employees hamburger, much ot
which quietly reaches the kitchens ol the elderly
and the needy

Fhat 1s why voluntarism was the centerpiece of
my hirst maugural address in January 1979

“The increasing role of govermment in our
hives,"" | sand then, ““has been a temptation to
abandon our sense of community

Instead of caning tor one another, we hire goy
ermnmment to do the job

Aging parents who gave us love turn, in their
need, o social workers

‘Children who need firm hands on their shoul
ders are committed to the custody of the courts

n used to buy

“Our tax
escape trom personal responsibihity, and we are the
poorer lor it

"When we trade the joy of helping others for the
anonymous exercise ol payving tax dollars to buy
SCIVICeS, we all of us are the losers
"My fniends, government can do many things,

but it can’t hire love
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The Challenge to Black Journalists

Along the Color Line by Dr. Manning Marable

One of the greatest challenges confronting Black

1|li.I!l.1i|\I'-\ today 1s what can be termed the
"P.Tl.“i\'\ of desegregation On one hand, the
popular images ol Afro-Amencans have becon
more positive overall nce the demise of Ji
Crow. There are Black newscasters on radio and
television, and Blacks on editonal boards. Black
[m-'_‘w.ur!,.'-\;r: the media seem 1o Dave OVerconi
racial barmers

But this 1s more of an illusion that thty . A
Il.\ \I![ i"":' | '.‘ \...\.:I il oun 1 | Lt :";. I‘.
Indiana University Protessors David H. Seaver and
0. ¢ Jand Wilhont \ h was |
s I | I
Ameri ) | | I 1 it Black A\« [N
ind H pan wccount tor J et 1 of
editorial workers, compared to more than S percent
in 1971, White females, by way of contrast, |
mcreased theirmargmtrom lmSm 1971 o 1in
today . Seaver and Wilthont discovered in their re
search that the typical journahst 1s white, male, a

'|H'|F|I:L.EJ middle-of-the-roader who knows hittle
about mmontes or thewr conditions

such journahists have few reasons to guestiorn

the retreat Trom racial equa vict the tound
ation of Reagar rnghts a nda. They behieve
in the myth of value-1re ourma M, WHICH assens
that the reporter has no night to adhere to rtain
ideolo 1 I rinterpretation of sogiety
I'hev accept tl osttion that a Black nalist
impl 1 | | % be Black., and
that he/she N Lhication L T wWvo
Cacy n regards o Black detenorating nghis
What they tanl to recognmize is that their value iree,
muiddle-of-the-roadism 1s yust a cover for tailing to
ontront the svstemi nstitutional tactors which
preserve and perpetuate white racism i Amenca
The white media generally refuses to admit that
virtually all journabism s a torm of ““propaganda
n the iterests of certam pohiical, economic, and
SOCL Class interests ind that Blacks™ interests
never surtace on the agenda

Part of the paradox of desegregation is that somg
Black journahists, in th desire o dUguire aceep
tance m the mamstream media, often close then
eves o the ommmipresence of racial bias and distor
twnm. Whenwe rcad e M ¢ Joes anvone doubt

Ihat we ar ncount I e ierpretation I
French journalists, with all the | torncal, cult
ind political baggage of that tradition. W \
| P / - ‘
¢ f So tet | particu
eWw on society and pohitics. And when we read the
\ York | il | the selection of
8] 1 } Laln it L reyg WO I
W hat the social responsibihity ot Black jou
nah he | w] ol \ I
-
he | i I 1 ocratic-onented jour
A\ ! Mary A
Shadd Cary Jditor and tounder of the / '
Freeman in 1853, the first newspaper published by
1 woman in North Amenca: Ida B. Wells, the
init i Wl tor of the \T-.'||r|‘f.!\
/ / ibolitionist editor Fredenck Douglass
publisher of the North I'. Thomas Fortune
cditor of the New York Ave: WM. Trotter. editor
ol the nubitant Boston € u m.; W.E.B. DuBois,
lounder ot the NAACP and editor of the Crisis
12ine; trade unio ader A Phulip Randolph
cditor ot the Messer and  human nights
pokesm Paul Robeson, editor of Harlem's
Freeds newspaper in the 19505
What is a Black journalist? As writers as part of
th Liton Aro-Amencan cntical thought

we have aresponsibility tocomprehend that racism

s EXOasts, and that we
taking an

nequality

should never apohgize tor
attitude
Poverty and hunger sull

UNCOMpPromising 1iwainst racial
In our work
exist, and are becoming worse

Unemplovment,

cducational underdevelopment and political under
representation have not vet been overcome. And
1S 1O

our task and challenge, as Black journalists,

raise questions revealing these problems, and to
write with a cnitical vision of social justice and
human equality, the basic values which were em
bodied by the

Black writers

lives of previous generations of

Legislative Report Shows Oregon’s Income
Falling Behind National Average

I'he income of the tvprcal Oregonian I itive  trends the rational ment of high-paid jobs lost in the reces
la further bel 1 il than at N iud Senator Cohen sion by low-pand  jobs  durning  the
any time 1in the past fifty vears, despite We ey the $K5 mulhion cconomic recovery . A shiflt from wage
the ecomn recoverny of the past three fery - ftunded nw development ind salary earmings to retirement be
veuar secordi o a legislative repon ro 11 nacted by the ONS Legisla netits unemplovment compensation
released Tow n helping i 1986 and later and weltare has also lowered Oregon

I'he repornt shows that INd, () vl whded Representative Hill income, according to the repon
ROD per capita U ( Was Al the same 1 the Commut I Proyections of future income levels
nearly $1,200 below the national aver cased a statt memorandum describing show no immediate reversal of the past
age of S12,789 For every dollar of fen Innovative onomic Develop downward trend i Oregon  income
income received by the tvpacal Amen ment Policy  [deas The ten weas levels Data denved from the state
can, the average Oregonian receive drawn from local Oregon community econometne model used 1o predict
only about 91 cents. This s the lowest programs and trom other states, range future state tax revenues shows that
rato recorded since 1929, when such from a new state economic develop Oregon’s inflation-adjusted per capita
statistics hirst became avarlable ment strategy o -'l-"[‘ult'-’l.'l'l1 cypon INCOME 1S CXPeg ted to grow very hittle

Catching up 1o the national average assistance. The weas will be used by through 1989 These projections show
will not be easy. according to the re the Commuttee in dratting proposals for the income of the typical Oregonian
port. Many of the tactors propelling the 1987 Legislature dropping trom 91% of the national av
Oregon s economic declhine involve the I'he thanty-page report, prepared by erage 1in 1984 1o about 85% of the na
nabonal and global competiion con the Commuttee s stalt, contains a dJde tonal average by 1989
fronting Oregon business IThe key 1o tarled analvsis of Oreson economw
reviving Oregon s economy s focused trends over the past decade. The major I'he relative decline in Oregon’s in
efforts 10 increase value-added in basic causes of the decling i Oreson incoms come since 1979 has had a marked ef
manufactunng and service secors in weording 1o the report, are related fect on the state’s fiscal condition. The
which Oregon has a comparative ad the dechine in the competitiveness and report estimates that if Oregon income
vantage because of its natural resources productivity of basic Oregon indus had been at the national average, Ore
o toalnad ier Sovos tries. The major causes include gon would have collected nearly $100

State Senator Jovee Cohen and Rep * A dechine in the demand for Oregon million in additional state income tax
resentative Jim Hill, Co-Chairs of the wonnd 1“"‘l“\1‘ e Tees

Joamt Legislative Commuttee on Trade

* A Joss of growth in electronics and

I'he report concludes that the only

way o increase Oregon incomes is o

and Economic Development, sad that other diversihied manufactunng

the report indicates the need for a con ¢ The reverberation of economic de increase the value-added by production

tinuming emphasis on  dealing  with chine 1n growth dependent sectors 0 basic manufacturing and service sec

economic problems in the state’s basic such as housing and construction tors of the economy . Increasing value

nmber agnculture  and  diversified ind added '“\”“ilm‘-hlllwrl.]‘““ depends

manutactunng industrics ¢ the inability of Oregon firms o be on increased investment and productiy
The report, titled **Losing Ground aifit fom s Astionsl defises ity i industries for which Oregon has a

I'he Growing Gap between Oregon and build-up
National Income
Commuttee s stalt, and 15 based on

was prepared by the
dent in
economic data collected from 1929 10

1984 by federal and state agencies

Oregon economy

I'he data show that the programs
Oregon had in place through 1984 have
done hittle 1o counteract the powerful

vhis relative income dechine 15 ewvi
many changes occumng in the
I'he report indicates
that incomes have declined due to slow
growth and dechines in the after
mflation wages pad to Oregon man For
utactunng workers

comparative advantage

Copies of the tull report are avalable
from the Jommt Legislative Committee
on Trade and Economic Development
State Capitol, Room 132, Salem, Ore
gon 97310
further
Joseph Contrnight,

intormaton
Y78-8R1 1

vontact

and the replace

ON SECOND THOUGHT,LETS JUST SAVE THE MONEY AND DRAE..
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