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Inmate Stabbed, Suspect Questioned

Portland Woman Reports 
on Grenada
In  Hub l.nihiiin

A cab driver cried when he remcm 
bervd former Prime Minister Maurice 
Bishop, but other Grenadians love 
Ronald Reagan and turned out en masse 
when Reagan visited the Caribbean is­
land nation.

Some people who supported Bishop 
also like "uncle Ron," as the American 
president is known on the island That's 
the seemingly contradictory situation in 
the Grenada of today, reports a Portland 
woman who visited the island tor the 
second time in March

" I  was amazed at how much every 
body loves the Americans," said 
Nancy Becker Hecker, a registered 
dietician, spoke to medical students at 
St Georges Medical School in St 
Georges, Grenada's capital

Bishop's assassination unleashed a 
chain o f events that resulted in the 
American invasion and occupation 
The occupation brought with it a flood 
o f American wealth and technology 
that has lured Grenadians into a "love 
a ffa ir" with the United Stales, accord 
mg to Becker

She reported seeing more cars, color 
televisions, paper, xerox machines, 
even satellite dishes Roads have been 
improved, and the electricity stays on 
all the time now whereas before it went 
o ff every afternoon

The island has only eight long dis­
tance telephone circuits before the pres­
ident visited in February , according to 
Becker "When Reagan came to visit 
they brought in I4new lines." she said

Much of the investment is going into 
building up tourism, Becker said A 
new Rainada Inn has been built, and the 
famous airport that the Reagan ad­
ministration charged was being built by 
Cubans for military purposes is now 
handling tounst jets

Tourism is being given priority 
treatment at the expense ol tfie agricul­
tural economy that Bishop and his New 
Jewel Movement were developing, ac­
cording to Hecker The island produces

84 Workers Died on Job
A total ol X4 workers died from job 

related injuries and illnesses in 19X5. 
according to a report from the Workers' 
Compensation Department tW CDi

The number reflects a slight increase 
from the 19X4 total ot X.l, according to 
the agency's Research and Statistics 
Section The section issues the work 
deaths report annually

The report showed that logging, con­
struction. and transportation public 
utililies industries had the highest indi­
vidual death numbers, while mining 
and finance insurance real estate 
categories had the lowest

The greatest number of deaths re­
sulted from workers being struck by an

coffee, bananas, cocoa, pineapples, 
and most o f the world supply of nut 
meg Bishop had encouraged produc­
tion co-ops aimed at making the island 
less dependent on foreign capital

" I  don't think the Grenadians realize 
the full implications o f 'big daddy' 
coming in with all this money," Becker 
said "The U S  is building up the in­
frastructure tremendously, however at 
a tremendous price I'm afraid it w ill be 
a nation of bus boys and chamber­
maids, and that's all non-union "

When the Grenadians' love affair 
w ith American wealth ends, it is likely 
they w ill find their country once again 
an impoverished backwater, Becker 
said

Becker has visited Barbados three 
limes, and described that Caribbean is­
land nation as "disgusting Apartheid 
must be like Barhados,”  she said

" I f  (Grenadians) thought their island 
was going to be like Barbados. I'm  sure 
they’d be disgusted." she said

W hile in St Georges, she visited the 
offices of the Maurice Bishop Patriotic- 
Movement. the remainder of the New 
Jewel Movement and brought back 
copies of its publication, "Indies 
T im es." which continues with a read 
ership o f 11.000

Opposition to the regime of Grcna 
da's new leader. Herbert Blaize. is not 
much in evidence, Becker said Only 
about 50 people protested Reagan's 
visit, she said

"They know they're in the minority, 
and they don't have much hope, but still 
they keep struggling,”  she said about 
the opposition

Though the opposition paper carried 
an article about several civilians who 
had been killed by police, the atmos­
phere did not seem repressive, Becker 
said

"Y ou  get the feeling that Grenadians 
are fed up with politics, and just want to 
be left alone." she said

object, while being caught in or under 
objects was the second leading death 
cause Highway motor vehicle acci­
dents. the leading cause of deaths in 
19X4, fell to third place in 19X5

Of the X4 fatalities, 15 were listed in 
the category o f claims accepted from 
prior years, compared to nine in 19X4 
lame, Multnomah, and Douglas Coun­
ties again had the most work deaths, 
while 11 counties had none

Report statistics were compiled from 
records of deaths reported to the Work 
ers' Compensation Department, and 
from records ol death claim benefits 
paid by Oregon workers' compensation 
insurers
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Students Close IBM Store In Anti-Apartheid Protest
by Bob htthian

Twelve Portland area college stu 
dents occupied and closed the IBM 
Products Center in downtown Portland 
Friday

The students and a large group ol 
supporters outside disrupted busines at 
the computer store and nearby busines 
ses in the lobby ol the PacWest Center 
for four hours

They were protesting what they al 
leged was IBM 's role in maintaining 
apartheid

After a standoff that went on most of 
the afternoon, the twelve protesters 
were cited by police with second degree 
trespassing and dragged from the build 
ing.

Among those cited was Velvet I. 
McKmght. Portland Stale University 
student body president Other students 
were from Lewis and Clark and Reed 
Colleges

The sit-in demonstration followed a 
National Divestment Day rally at Port­
land Stale University and march to the 
PacWest Center by about 150 proles 
ten.

Statements handed out by the stu 
dents charged IBM with supplying the 
South African government with com 
puters used to maintain the apartheid 
pass laws and race classification sys­
tem

Protesters marched in front of the

b\ Hi'h h 'lhnm

Arnold Patrick lum cr, 29, a black 
inmate ai the Oregon Stale fcnitentiary 
in Salem, was slabbed to death in the 
prison activity room Monday morning

Turner was found l>mg on the floor 
of the activity room ai about 7:45 a m . 
said AI (.'handler, eves ulise assistant Io 
the prison superintendent "H e was al 
ready gone." Chandler said

A suspect, Comelus Patterson, is 
being questioned regarding Turner's 
death. Chandler announced Patterson. 
also black, was found w uh a wound and 
"b lood all over h im ," accsirding to 
Chandler

Turner'» death appears to he the re­
sult ol an altercation between the two 
men. he said I he murder weapon has 
not been found, and no motive was ap 
parent, said Chandler

As is usual in such cases, he said, 
other inmates aren't talking about 
Turner's death Authorities hope to 
learn more through the prison "rum or 
mill "  Twenty live inmates were in the 
activity room at the time when (he 
homicide occurred

Patterson had been transferred to 
OSP from a Nevada prison He is serv 
ing a 10 year sentence tor larceny and 
battery w uh use ot a deadly weapon in a 
correctional institution "H e either as 
vaulted another guard al the Nevada 
State Prison, or another inmate," 
Chandlei said

PacWest entrance, chanting " IB M  Di 
vest N ow " and "South Africa W ill be 
Free.”  then moved inside to sit in front 
of the glass walls of the Products 
Center

Private security guards stood inside 
the locked door and refused admission 
to press, customers and a representative 
from the Metropolitan Human Rela­
tions Commission Students and IBM 
employees milled about inside the 
storc At one point, the students inside 
unfurled a banner which said, " IB M  
Out of South Africa

"W e 'll stay until they agree to our 
demands or until we get arrested. said 
Kurt Comick. a junior anthropohgy 
major at PSU "Th is is all non violent, 
we don't want violence," Kornick said 
through a crack in the glass partition

The protesters pressed their de­
mand that the company withdraw from 
South Africa, and were given copies of 
an article by IBM president John F 
Akers in response, said one of the stu 
dents who was inside

Akers argued in the article that IBM 
contributes to equality for South A fr i­
can blacks by increasing employment 
opportunities and sponsoring educa­
tional programs

"W e  believe the right thing to do is 
to remain and redouble our efforts to 
advance social equality," Akers said

Arnold Patrick I inner
Turner, from Portland. was serving a 

20-year sentence lor first degree rape
Chandler reported no further inci 

dents follow mg I urner's death "R ight 
now, the inmates are pretty quiet," he 
said

He said Turner's death was the first 
homicide at the prison since 1972 " It 's  
a rarity "

According to Chandler, then.- had 
been no paiten) of violence or continu 
mg disputes at the prison in recent 
months that could helpcxplain Turner's 
death

Hut a spokeswoman tor a prisoner 
support group told theOZ’vercer that the 
prison atmosphere has become more 
tense

"Pressure on apartheid w ill be in 
creased by more corporate involve­
ment. not less

Akers denied that IBM sells its com 
puters to the South Afric an police, pris 
ons. military, national security agen 
ties or the department that administers 
the passbook system

But the protesters quoted a book pub 
lished by the American Friends Service 
Committee. .1uii>nmiini( 4 /M iih ru l. 
which said that IBM 170and |5Xmiml 
rame computers are used by the South 
African De|M of the Interior to store 
information used by the police and 
military, "contributing to the deaths of 
black South Africans

Earlier. Okotho Cholo, a Kenyan 
student representing the Association ot 
African Students, urged the gathering 
at Portland State to send a strong me* 
sage to IBM and Portland, "that we 
don't like to he oppressed

Avcl Gordly, direc tor of the South 
em Africa Program tor American 
Friends Service Committee, and repre 
venting Portlanders Organized for 
Southern Africa Freedom and the Black 
United Front, spoke ol tier trip Io South 
Africa last summer

South Africans told her that they 
were very much aware of the U S 
anti-apartheid movement, and that di 
vestment organizing was the most im ­

Jackie Holmes, Hirtland contact per­
son lor Oregon People tor Prison Alter 
natives, said visitation rules wen- made 
more stringent recently, and guards 
have become "more menacing "

"M y husband is an inmate there and 
he says there’s a lot of tension through 
out the build ing," Holmes said She 
said her husband blames overcrowding 
tor most ol (tie tension

Holmes added that her group has be­
lieved tor some time that violence was 
likely at OSP She worried that more 
violence could happen soon unless 
something is done about the overcrowd­
ing.

portant help Americans could contri­
bute to the cause, she said

(iordly reported that X4 colleges and 
universities have divested. 41 totally 
and 41 partially, lor a total of $491 
million divested She quoted statistics 
supplied by the American Committee 
on Africa

Nathan Keene, a junior at Reed Col­
lege. said a committee of students and 
trustees is meeting to consider Reed's 
$(< $X million investment in corpora 
lions doing business in South Africa, 
but so tar nothing has been decided 
Keene was one ot over 100 students 
who occupied the Reed administration 
building, demanding that the college 
dive si

Jana Dean, freshman at lxw is  and 
( lark College, said a committee ol stu 
dents there is working on strategies to 
confront lew is and Clark's $X million 
in South Africa related investments 
Students held a live day protest fast in 
January, she said

(iordly said the Portland demonstra­
tion Friday was part o f a two-week long 
nationwide protest sponsored by the 
American Committee on Africa, from 
March 21. the anniversary of the Shar 
pevillc massacre, to April 4, the an 
niversary ot Martin I uthei King's as 
sassination
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