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Nancy Becker

Portland Woman Reports

on Grenada

bv Hob Lothian

A cab driver cnied when he réemem
bered former Prime Mimister Maurice
Bishop, but
Ronald Reagan and turmed out en masse
when Reagan visited the Canbbean 1s

other Grenadians love

land nation
Some people who supported Bishop

also like ““uncle Ron,” " as the Amencan
president 1s known on the island. That's
the seemingly contradictory situation in

the Grenada ot today, reports a Portland
woman who visited the island tor the
in March

I was amazed at how much every
body loves the Amencans
Nancy Becker. Becker
dietician, spoke to medical students at
St Medical School A1

Georges, Grenada’s capital

secomd time

Mll\j
1 registered
Georges in
Bishop's assassination unleashed a

that the
invasion oCcCupation

resulted n

and

chain of evenls
Amencan

The occupation brought with it a Nood

of Amencan wealth and technology
that has lured Grenadians into a *‘love
affarr’” with the United States, accord

ing to Becker

She reported seeing more cars color
paper,
even satellite dishes

werox  machines,
Roads have been

improved, and the electncity stays on

televisions

all the ntme now whereas before it went
off every allernoon

The

tance telephone circuits before the pres

sland has only ¢ight long dis

ident visited in February, according o
Becker When Reagan came 1o visit
they brought in 14 new lines,’ " she sad

Much of the investment 1s going into
building up tounsm, Becker said. A
new Ramada Inn has been built, and the
airport  that Reagan ad
munistration charged was being built by

famous the

Cubans for malitary
handling tounst jets

being

purposes 18 now

Tounsm 15 given

treatment at the expense of the agnicul

prior iy

tural economy that Bishop and his New
Jewel Movement were developing, ac

cording to Becker The island produces

coffee, bananas,
and most of the world supply of nut

cocoa, }'Inl‘.ll"i‘l\' 3

meg. Bishop had encouraged produc

non co-ops aimed at making the 1sland
less dependent on toreign capital

1 don’t think the Grenadians reahize
full imphcanons of daddy

coming in with all this money, " Becker
The U.S. 1s building up the n
frastructure tremendously, however at
I'm afrand 1t wall be

the g

vaid

1 tremendous price

a nation of bus boys and chamber
maids, and that’s all non-umon
When the Grenadians’ love attar

with American wealth ends, 1t 1s likely
they will find their country once again
an impoverished backwater, Becker
sand

Becker has
times, and described that Canbbean 15
Apartheid
she said

vistted Barbados three

land nation as ““disgusting
must be hike Barbados,’
If (Grenadians) thought their island
was going to be like Barbados, I'm sure
they'd be disgusted,”” she sad
While in St. Georges, she visited the
ffices of the Maunce Bishop Patnotic
Movement, the remainder of the New

Jewel Movement and brought back
copies of its publication, "Indies
Iimes,.”” which continues with a read

ership of 11,000

Opposition to the regime of Grena
da’'s new leader, Herbent Blanze, 1s not
much in evidence, Becker said. Only
about 50 people [‘l\rh'\lnl Reagan s
visit, she sand

I'hey know they re in the minonty,

and they don’t have much hope, but sull
they keep struggling,”” she said about
the opposition

Though the opposition paper carmed
an article about several civilians who
had been killed by police, the atmos
phere did not seem repressive, Becker
sand

“*You get the feeling that Grenadians
are fed up with politics, and just want to

be left alone,”” she sad

84 Workers Died on Job

A total of 84 workers died trom job
related impunies and illnesses in 1985,
according to a report from the Workers
Compensation Department | WwWCD)

I'he number reflects a shght increase
from the 1984 total of 83,
the agency's Rescarch and Stanstics
Section

deaths report annually

according o
The section issues the work

I'he report showed that logging, con
struction, and
utilities industries had the highest indi
vidual death numbers, mining

transportation-public

while

and finance-insurance-real estate
categones had the lowesl
The greatest number of deaths re

sulted from workers being struck by an

object, while being caught in or under
objects was the second leading death
cause. Highway motor vehicle acc
dents, the leading cause of deaths in
1984, fell to third place in 1985

Of the 84 fatalities, 15 were histed in
the category of claims accepted from
prior years, compared o nine in 19K4
Lane, Multnomah, and Douglas Coun
ties again had the most work deaths,
while 11 counties had none

Report statistics were compiled from
records of deaths reported to the Work
ers’ Compensation Department, and
from records of death clam benefits
paid by Oregon workers’ compensation
insurers
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Students Close IBM Store in Anti-Apartheid Protest

bv Bob Lothwan
Twelve Portland area

dents occupred and closed

Products Center in dowr
Friday
'he

supporters out side disr

students and a large group ol

.[‘1l'l: [ ne I.
ind nearby busing
1 (

the computer store
s¢s in the lobby of the PacWe
for tour hours

enler

They were protesting what they al
leged was IBM's role in maintaining
apartheid

After a standof! that went on most ol

the twelve

the altermnoon prote

were cited by police with second de gre

"
trespassing and dragged from the bunld
Ing

Among those cited was Velvet |
McKnight, Portland State
student body president. Other students

University

were from Lewis and Clark and Reed
Colleges

The sit-in demonstration followed a
National Divestment Day rally at Port
land State Umiversity and march to the
PacWest Center by about 150 protes
ters

Statements handed out by the stu
dents charged I1BM with supplying the
South Afncan
puters used to maintain the apartheid

government with com

pass laws and race classification sys

tem

Protesters marched in front of the
g o P .
Py v L "N T ot
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Pac W | IBM In Pressu n o apartl v portant help A
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Center puters to th \ i ,
Private securnty guard towwd o b o 0 i
the locked door and refused 1] ‘ |
Lo press, customer ind a representative the passbook systen A frica
from the Metropohitar Human Rela But tl I k han K
tions Commussion. Students and IBM ished \ s S
employees milled about nsid the Commtt '
store. Al one poant, the student e w hich sad th I N L L
unfurled a banner which sad IBM rat pul | | th ] |
Out of South Afnca Afr )
We'll stay until they [ I f h
demands or until we t nd nilita
Kurt Comick, a jur hropol black
major at PSL This 1s al n-violent Far (O ( -
we don't want violence,”” Kormick sad tudent I :
through a crack n the glass partihon Al ¢
Ihe protesters pre «£d their de it Portla 3 | kA
mand that the company withdraw from sage to IBM w Pon | 1w : .
South Africa, and were given copies ol don’t hke 1o ' :
an article by IBM president John | Avel Gord f . ’ :
Akers in response, said one of the stu ern Africa Py
dents who was inside Friends Sery ( mitt pr
Akers argued in the article that IBM senting  Portlanders Organized  for Gord
contnbutes to 1'ql|.:]|l\ for South Aln Southem Afnica l | the Black Erida
can blacks by increasing employment United Front, spoke of R . .
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We believe the nght thing o do s were very much ' il i 1l 1 § ™ .
to remain and redouble our efforts to anti-apartheid nt. a hat : f M
advance social equality Akers sand vestment orgamizing was th i . ion
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