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EDITORIAL/OPINION

Editorial Opinion: Meese Unfit to be Attorney General

When President Ronald Reagan nominated
Edwin Meese 11l as U.S  Attorney General,
rights organizations bitterly opposed his nomina
tion
nation’s civil-rights laws. The group’s fears about

civil
Ihey argue that Meese would not enforce the

Meese has become a reality

Meese has demonstrated that he 1s unfit to en
force this country’s civil-rnights laws. Meese's
anti-civil nghts crusade has contnibuted to the in
HL‘ lacks

moral distinctions, and legal know

creased racial divisions in this country
the sensitivity,
ledge required to be Attorney General of the United
States

Meese has deliberately made misleading public
statements in an etfort to weaken civil-nights laws
Meese has repeatedly labeled attirmative action
programs as a ‘‘quota’” system and athirmative
action have favored unquahfied minonties over
qualified white males

[his assertion by Meese 1s an outright lie. The
U.S. Supreme Court has ruled such actions as
illegal. Affirmative
plemented to remedy blatantly discriminatory hi
Meceese's

number one enforcer of civil-laws, can be observed

achion programs were im

Ing patterns unfitness as this nation
further when one examines the statement he made

equating affirmative action as a new kind of dis

crimination. Such interpretations reveal his lack ol
legal knowledge of the law

Affirmative action has been found legal by the
federal courts for years. Afhirmative action was
designed to provide one form of remedy for the
remaining effects of past discrimination and also to
help remedy present discrimination. Such a prog
ram 1s needed to ensure that all in society are given
the opportunity o participate 1n mainstream
America, especially when racism is still embedded
\1\'!.';‘ in that society
e

Meese has been

Instead of being the
who are victims of discrnimination
the driving force behind the efforts by those not
committed to equality . He 1s the proponent behind
the Reagan administration’s attempts to rescind an
executive order mandating athirmative acthion in
awarding tederal contracts

Meese not only has been criticized by civil nights
organizations, he has been scolded by members ol
the U.S. Supreme Court. Justice John Paul Stevens
criticized Meese for ignorning the development ol
ludicr
Bill of Rights does not

A man with ideological bras such as

the law over the past 200 years and tor his
ous’ argument that the
apply to states
Meese 1s unfit to be this nation's chiet law ¢n

torcement othicer

Reagan Wants Workfare

BY Jane Mot

President Ronald Reagan wants  workfare instituted

throughout the country because he thinks it can cul wellare
N‘K‘Ihlll‘-_;' He has -r|1|mn|-nf a set of extravagant and un
founded claims about the workfare program he operated as
According o
16,000 people were placed in private jobs by this

only K,0ix)

governor of Califormia in the carly 70°s
Reagan,
program. According to state records however,
people were enrolled dunng the three-year hte of the prog
ram: California officials say they have no idea how many of
these people may have found jobs as a result. They also have
no idea where Reagan's number came from

While Reagan cites the Massachusetts Employment and
Training: Choices Program (E.T.) as proof that his form ol
work fare works, Massachusetts Governor Michael Dukakis
retorts that E. T 1s not workfare

training program, providing child care and transportation 1o

It 1s an employment and

mostly women with children, who are
Under E 1

chowces are offered

weltare recipients,
enrolled in traming programs
tion 1s voluntary and many
Reagan’s workfare,

else’” basis
The controversey over these claims covers up the real prob

. most participa
Under

participation is mandatory, on an " or

lem with both work fare and E. T Both programs may ,in tact
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get peopie ot the wellare roll ne by coer n, the other
by encouragement, but neither program gets people out of
poverty. A study of ET. by the Amencan Frier Sery
Committee shows that most E. T graduate nd the faml
ire worse oft financially after E. T, because the jobs they get
wre low-paid and dead-end, and any increase in income 18

caten up by costs and by loss of needed benefits, particularly

medical msurance

I'he basic queshions remain. How can women who head
I holds and who iy lack salcat k be helped out of
I My How in we assure that nn I 1 |
ed on work traming Jo not depre 5 v
1 1 I A 3 r Hiovw A i
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ENEMY -AND HE IS US."~ TURNING OUR CHILDPREN

INTO JUNKIES INTO THIEVES
AND PROSTITUTES, WHO
PREY ON THEIR OWN PEOPLE,
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Several weeks ago, President Reagan sent his

1987 budget to Congress. Unquestionably, the
President has proved decisively that he is the
greatest proponent ol welfare in Amencan history

welfare for the nch. Indeed, the budget can be
summarized as nothing less than a political offen
sive to smash the social, economic and educational
rights of Blacks, Latinos, and the poor. It 1s anti
and in the

Black, anti-neighborhood, anti-family,

words of the Reverend Jesse Jackson, ""a misery

index for the poor.™

Reagan’s total projected military budget, includ
ing nuclear weapons, would increase from $286
billion to $320.3 billion in 1987, and up to $405.9
bilhion by 1991
percent of the total federal budget
$4.2 billion for 21 MX missiles, 21
marine missiles and other Midgetman missiles; and
an extra $4_8 billion for **Star Wars,”'
of 77 percent above current funding levels

It doesn’t take
going to pay for all the military hardware

I'he Pentagon would receive 28
This includes
I'mdent sub

AN INCTCAsNC

an Einstein to determine who's
Human
needs and social service programs will be cut by
$106.8 billion over the next five years
in the tollowing

Some ot
the most callous cuts would be
areas

Federal aid to public education would drop from
$9 bilhion to $5 .6 billion. Guaranteed student loans
would be cut from $3.2 bilhon to $2.5 billion this
and down to $1.5 tulhon in 199]

year, Federal

spending for compensatory education for elemen
tary and secondary school students from low in
come famihies, which was $4.2 billion last year,
would be slashed to $3.5 bilhhon next Yoar

Aid to Families with dependent Children would

be reduced more than $600 million by cutting out

11} nin \f i riki A

Reagan’s Budget vs. Blacks

Along the Color Line by Dr. Manning Marable

unwed mothers under
their parents’

I8 vears old 1if they leave

homes, by stricter work require
ments, and by halting payments to tamilies when
their youngest child reaches age sixteen, instead of
eighteen. Food stamps would be reduced by $300
million in the next year. And spending of child
nutrition programs would be cut by an extra $704
mulhion

Jobs programs, including the Jobs Corps, would
be cut by 12 Harold
Washington has estimated that his city would lose
$268 million in 1987
“The effect would be disastrous

funds would be reduced from $3.5 bilhon to §1.6

percent. Chicago mayor
alone under Reagan’s budget
Mass transit

billhion

How does the Reaganite budget preserve and
' Richard
the director of the Center on Budget

extend racism and social class inequality
Greenstein,

ks would suf

and Policy Prionities,

ter disproportionately from the budget cuts

Greenstein notes that ** 24 percent of those using
legal services were Black, and that Blacks made up
17 percent of those receiving food stamps, 45 per
cent of those receiving Aid to families with Depen
dent Children,

\\ll\L‘\f in Jl}h ( hl\[I\\

and 45 percent of the youths in
" In short, the budget acceler
ates institutional racism

Perhaps the most perceptive comments about
Reagan’s latest offensive against Black and poor
Marnan Wnight Edelman,
head of the Children’s Defense Fund. The Reagan

budget will create “*a new apartheid’ in

people were made by

America,

Edelman assents, “*widening the gap between the
A broad national coahition of

fight

rich and the poor

all budgetary victims must be forced to

against this ““new apartheid

Healthwatch

by Steven Bailey N.D.

A\ v weeks back the New | ind Journal of Medicine an medicine are almost entirely filled with ads by phar
ha it v proved’” that exercise may maceuticals  1tis not surprising that hte-style, nutritional and
fe. While this surprised few preventative medicine are grossly absent from their journals
} rehers who contend that Likewise the medical colleges which educate most of our
fo axl n since we only die once . it loctors, receive most of their non-federal money from drug
fividuals who regu ind tood industnes. No surprise that their curmculum retlects
ha N i i death than those who the vested interests of these wealthy industries. Our doctors
. oy ' 8 ire victims of this to nearly the same degree as the consumer
W L the wik xists aft While there s a tremendous amount of evidence on the
| . ha e vith the cthicacy of nutntional and preventative therapeutics, the av
} " i i pat ' OC coeives tewer than | credit hour of nutrnition in
. health s na I traimn Itas only through individual research, often to
enutable I the displeasure of their peers, that a doctor develops a work
I arrite few Lime " inderstanding of the ettect ot hite stvle and nutntion on
! | | INCEr (sCIence health
N ok INSN | the atinua W I do not know how we can influence the medical system to
{ | proof speaks poorly of the lea these grasps of selt interest. It s clear that we are at a
. | | roads of Amencan medicine where risks are high and
A . that rue. animal stud itordaility s bevond a large segment of our population
- ne the anly WTE SCIENCE vet this mode Part of the change may occur as more and more doctors are
ha 1" place where over 30,000 Amencans di heid -“\-n--'ll.nhu for the numerous “accidental™™ deaths of
—— i by ed conditions. Estimates that their medicines. The mal-practice rates are already putting
5. 30% of it mergencies are caused by doctor and many doctors into other fields or retirement. The high cost of
ippear throughout Amencan ournals. Yet cnsis medicine may also force the 1ssue of preventative
w hile dowctor " ot th high rate of death in thew ”H'I’.IF'H |.I-.\-1.||‘L||.-\ .
" they are afraid to recommend high vitamin C, exercise For today the consumer must look out for themselves We
Beta it i ntil conclusive evidence shows their must be aware of the nisks of therapies, and begin to enjoin
proven benefits. Not too surprisingly the drug companies and hatwts that lessen the chance of senous liness. Now that
i i —_— weer 1o research or investigate non enercise has been “proven  effective, we can get ofl our
i ihle torm I medicines. The major journals of Amen dults and hive
————
Letters to the Editor
pm et
To The Fditor
By recanting the words of the U S likewise. Why have we refused? Is nt
The new media musintorms  the

Amencan people when reporting the

LS sponsored war against Nicaragua

by repeating the U S State Depant

ment’s use of the word ""pressure  n

descrnbing wd to the Contras. The Con

tras are not appiving pressure 1o the

Sandimista government, they are United .

States pard and tramed terronsts raping If’ !,“.'
torturing ind  murdenmg  a aivilhan

population John Hinkley was not ap For vears we've
plying pohncal pressure to President

Reagan: he was attempting to murder have belied this

m « Contras are not applving
him. The el APPIYIng tnued to make

pressure’ 1o the Sandimistas; they are them around the

g |
terronzing the vilian population of
Nicaragua
scause the leadershup of the Con

Because the leadershig ¢ fensible argument
tras 1s  prmanly  former National
Guardmen from the government ol

I — b ‘
Anastasio Somoza, a brutal dictator is their use

who mantamned [‘l":!l\ al power by as

sassinating  hus  pohitical  opponents
Contra conduct is predictable. The dis

covery of a CIA written Contra manuel

hombs

which described the necessity of using
murder and extortion against Nicara
guans only confirmed the obvious

The consistant misuse of the word

pressure’” by the State Department
and its affable pitchmen only serves to ing ourselves!
sugar-coat terrornist activity (state sup We
ported) for American consumption. It
also implies that a strain or racism
exists in the State Department; dead,

]‘I'I'I't,‘_ LA

order to

State Department the news media does
not repon the news of Nicaragua; they
are serving as an extension of the State

Depantment propaganda team

f'._tfl'h?!‘.‘

we don’t want nuclear war. Our actions
howe ver, we have con

weapons and install  Chal

¢laimed that our bombs actually main

other creation, exists to be used. The
more bombs that exist, the more hikely

Even more senseless and indefensi
ble 15 our practice ol
Al least we have agreed that it s
not wise to explode them in the atmos
instead,
underground' What sense does it make’ ing the
We take the very bombs that we claim
to be so against using, and we t'\[\lmlt‘
them under our own feet! We are bomb
* Clarm that thas 15 necessary in
‘keep ahead of the Russians .’
Who are we fooling?

because, In Amenca, appearances are
valued more than sensibihity? Would nt
really hurt us to admut that the Russians
have made a sensible move” Would it

Herschel Soles hurt us except tor bruising our |‘r|.h'
to stop bombing ourselves?

In reahity we are all merely guests on
this planet. The umiverse has its own
rules. We can acknowledge these rules
and cooperate with them, or defy them
been clamming that and sutfer the consequences

Recently we have seen a spectacular
example of this in the explosion of the
Our pride and high regard

for appearances outweighed our com

cnger
world We have

mon sense, and we |L|nl a4 gruesome

tain peace in the world: an empty, inde price. We knew that a cold-weather

A bomb, hke any launch was not sensible, that ot was
dangerous but we didn’t want to
disappoint the television cameras! We
were impatient, we would not accepM
another postponement’

the button

So we pressed
testing”’ these and the TV cameras got
a bigger spectacle than anticipated

Please, let us be sensible, let us guit
bombing ourselves' Let us quit bomb
planet! Let us begin im
mediately to heal the wounds that have
already been made!

lo evervone who cares about ending
the ““testing’” of nuclear weapons
please wnite or phone your representa
tives in Washington, D.C | including
President Reagan. Let your feelings be

we explode them

The Russians vol

untarily suspended their own bombing known'
brown, Nicaraguans are good for bar .
g & months ago. They have asked us to do Don Beckent
gaining chips
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