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An unexpected visitor showed up to speak to those protesting aid to the

el

Portland Police Chief Penny Harrington discusses Portland crime problems

Contras — self-proclaimed Contra Ronnie Rambo. He was given an oppor-
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tunity to present his views on the aid package to be voted on March 19

Chief Addresses Advisory Council

By Jerryv Gamer
According 1o Portland Police Chiet

Penny Hamngton
crease when federal tunds to the bureau

cnme started to in
were ¢hminated I'he police burcau
used to receive milhons of dollars n
federal funds. This money was used to
fund special projects to fight cnme
said Harnington

Harrington sand the department used
those funds for special mission units
fencing and sting operations There
was also a major group ol othicers used
1o target hard core cnmunal, 1n an etfont
to arrest them,”" said Harmngton
Chief Hamington made these com
addressing the Greater
Northeast Police Advisory Council at
the King Neighborhood Facility. She
told the advisory council that a study

commission to examine why Portland

ments while

ranks first in residential burglanes, re
vealed that during the 70°s, Portland
ranked in the muddle of the naton n
cnme Around 1979 Portland cnme
rate shot up to number one and has

stayed there,”" samd Harmngton

She said the cnme rates for cities as
Kansas City, Seattle and Oakland,
which is about the same size of Pont
land, have remained the same. The
reason for this, said the chief, 1s be
cause those cities do not rely on federal
funds to support their anti-cnme prog
rams hke Portland

Hamngton told the council that the
lack of funds, along with annexation of
East County and a state
economy, all contnbuted to the n
crease in crime in the city. The chief
told the council that although the above
factors are part of the overall cnme
problem, the lack of available jail space
15 the main reason why crnme i1s increas
ing in Portland. **We found that cities
that have more jail space than Portland
have less cnme. ™’

The chief used Cincinnati, Ohio as
an example; “'Cincinnati has 68 percent
more jail beds than Portland and 67
percent less crime. There seems to be a

sluggish

direct relationship to me,"" said Har
- . . & i
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Hamngton said last August pol
arrested one man 16 tumes for cal
burglary and that he didn t go to jail but
on the other |13 occasions
In Portland
Sl 1T nn i
over and over agan Ihe chiel wa
asked to comment on past allegatior
made by County (
Caroline Miller that city officials ar
using existing jail space properly

Harmngton that she dox {

agree with Commussioner Miller an

1 times
was only given a citation

we are recychng the

sad

responded by saying that there are somne
county commissioners who dont
lieve in building jails penod
Chief Harmngton said that only

cnime increasing in Portland, so
calls from citizens. She sad last year
the bureau experienced a 27
increase in the number of calls. This
according to Harmngton, 1s attnbuted t
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annexation and false burglary

Around 90 percent of alarm calls are

false: it takes several police cars

Photo by Richard )

with community members at the King Neighborhood Facility.
Photo by Richard J. Brown
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Largest State Employers Sponsor
Job Information Fair

I he guest of honor for a tea sponsored by Links, Inc. of Portland at Interstate
Firehouse Cultural Center was Benjamin Holt. Holt plays Figaro in the
Portland Opera production of The Marriage of Figaro. Above, Holt chats
with (l-r) City Comm. Dick Bogle, Holt, Addie Jean Haynes, President Links,
Inc. and Robert Bailey, General Director of the Portland Opera.

Photo by Richard J. Brown
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