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- EDITORIAL/OPINION

Zone Change Should be Allowed

I'he city of Portland should grant the request by

Fred Meyer, Inc

the company to build a new store on the abandoned
JKth Ave

Hyster Co. site near N |
St. If the zone change 1s granted,
build a tull service store on the |

Although some hiving in the area complain that

the store would harm the
neighborhoods, w
allowing the zone change
$12 3maulhon full service store

will be created. Beswdes,

ness into the area and revitalize the detenorating

Hyster property

Approving the new store will send a positive
message to investors that Portland 1s open tor busi d
ness. The State of Oregon s stll suffering trom a ton of a Fred

sluggish economy,

for a zone change that will enable

acre site

lhivability ol nearby
¢ behieve thas 1s not the case. By
cleanng the way for a
some 250 new jobs

the store will attract busi

Frank Ivancie

and Weudler

Fred Mevers will rnght to do business in it's own city

wC NSO

COommunity

ol corporate

Mever, Ing

IL'\H“HI'_’ in the closure of many

Fred Mevers has distinguished itself as a

and other minorities
will send a message
that Portland 1sn't open for business
estroy the livability of Portland

~

R .

factones and high unemployment. Former Mayor
and Gov. Vi '
abroad on many occasions to solicit business for
Portland and the state

Atiyeh have traveled

l'o deny a local investor the
doesn’'t make

Especially a company such as Fred Mever. Fred
Meyers has for many years been supportive of the

and many charnitable causes

model

esponsibility and corporate equality

when it comes o insuring opportunities tor blacks

Fred

o other investors

Denying the zone to

[his will

, Ot the construg

Mever store on the old Hyster site
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Dear Bduor
I'manclined to behieve, Mathematics to achieve demysthication and an a tngom Iry, e clry and aigebra-is
15 the kevstone 1w adancements n rate history, we need o begin on the not of the Greek ongin that caucasiar
chenustry, physics, hwlogy, medicine home front and in all phases of school torce down our throats. If Pyvthaggora
all phases of engineenng, architecture Betore a child s able to talk he or she wis of Greck ongin (and there are sen
economics and the social sciences has the aly o comprehend very doubts that he was), his educat
Without a thorough understanding of basic mathematical thought-¢ pecially development occurred in | gy Haby
post-high  school algebra, calculus distinguwishang one  object [ lon and India. And the Egyptians had
analytic geometry, and mathematical another-and their degrees ol differ extensively dealt with tnangles and
statistics, a brother/sister can only deal ences. So one of the simplest things a pyramids for at least 1600 years belore
with the physical and social sciences tamuly can do to help a baby discnim the Gireeks became civilized
from an 18th or 19th century perspe nate things 1s to have vanous objects I'here 1s much ecarly history of math
tive! And this where Black Amenka is mobile and immobile-within his or her and science that need 1o be written n a
al But before we advance  some visual environment As  the hittle trutht 1NN | that the
methodological solutions for bringing brother or sister gets older and begins to I peans-ber ) [ i I
Black Amenka into the technological walk and talk, counting ohects around tot ™ | i t
present, we must deal bnetly with two the house and plaving with specific iy the vih of the men v O
of the fundamental reasons why we are non-racist education toys 1s essential to the rest of the world. H « \
the most technologically  back ward the chuld becoming conhidently famuliar write all history o ike them appear as
]'l(‘npl(- n the mosi super with mathematical and perceptual con the or nal I« vil
technologically onented country cepts Ihe introduction to two HTPOT Dy Jarml Ch ¢
Caucasord racism is the first, most fun tant ““games in thas age group is basi
damental reason. We were wrenched Wan and the Abacus. Wan 1s a West Dear Fdit
from West Afnkan shores and brought Afnkan ““game’’ played on a wooden I .
to Amenka as slaves. According to the board usually consisting of 12 o 16 j
so-Called chnstian caucasoid man, we scoops distnibuted in two rows of 6 or ¥ \ d N [ Black
were subhuman having no culture respecin.e Iv. The Abacus 1s a calculat Stud Pacih Sorthw % n X
Llllpll.l}'t‘_ history and, of course, no g machine ol I Rypuan Arabu I Conlerem It conteres was el
scienthic skills. From the Crusades to dian and Chinese ongin. In at least the A hel \ fimatet)
the present, the caucasord man had to th Century B the Egyptians were f dred A 8
continually create scientific mvyths using a prototype ol the Abacus we
about how much of a supenor being he know today  But the Cliunese ippeared wler I I
was/is and how savage and uncivilized to have a prototy pe of the Abacus as tar the | I n the e
noncaucasians were/are. Their earlier back as the 14th Century B C ! nses t \ \
scientihic myths were crude and un They  developed-long  before  the ¢ wasl I i
sophisticated: Atnka had no history be caucasomd man  became cvihized-an I ficant f !
fore the so-called christian caucasond Abacus that had red beads to symbaolize profound ) P |
man because i was nol written: Aln positive numbers and a Black set o ropolita Pa
kans have no history of technology be svimbuol wgative numbers. Parents Northwest e f
cause they were not only w"'q_..m but can mexpensively buy or make thenr onlerer ' t
always had 1o struggle against nature chikdren’s Abacus. We must re- instate the the fact that the | S | ’
(the jungles, beasts, heat, diseases and Abacus as a tundamental wol in the iy Department of Black Stud MK
desent, ete ) home and school 1t s not only further ol the leading « e I Alnca ind
Ihe essence of teaching and learning develops the atilinies that Wan pro Afnican- An holarst
mathematics correctly begins with the duces but it also develops speed and \pa ink I iking  the
demystufication of mathematics. It accuracy in adding, subtracting, mulu mi ( rwl |
must be revealed that math s not an plying, dividing and even finding Ok Torwa b I I support
esotenc and ditficult subject for a tuny square roots of very large or very small ind good w
group of caucasond gemuses. It must be numbers Mncer
shown that mathematics played an es I'he so-called Pythagorean theorem Dr W A. |
sential role in the development of Afn (the sum of the squares of the length of a \ fer ( hinat 1
kan, Arab, Indian and chinese civiliza nght-tnangle’'s legs 1s equal o the Vice P ' e ™ A K
tions long betore the caucasod man square of the length of the hypotenuse "
roared out of European caves | believe longest  side) so  essental  to N L for Black S
TO BUILDA BETTER BLACK COMMUNITY.
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Prominent Black neoconservatives like Thomas

Sowell,
quently assert that the Reagan administration 1s
sincerely committed to the goal of racial equality

I'hey insist that the President shares Martin Luther
I\m;r_ N.s, society. But

what they don't say is that the phrase *

Glen Loury and Clarence Pendleton fre

ideal of a *“color blind’
‘color blhind™
Il'T l‘\lh_'

meant |I.IH\\L'|]\1II!\L‘ the bamers ol

has two distinctly different meanings

color blind
legal and de facto gacial segregation. For the
Reag

favors racial equality as a social end, while simul

anites, it means hypocntical rhetoric which

tancously doing everything possible to bury the
interests of Black Americans within the pohtical
under the era of Reaganism
Atro

arena. “"Color blind™

means a public policy ‘invisibility™" for
Amencans

all too numerous. Several years
. the Reagan

not totally ehiminate the

Examples are

aro. for instance admimistration made

the decision to curtal
compilation of data on the participation of racial
job market,

minorities in the in housing and educa

tion. According to the pubhication Black Issues in
Higher Educanon, the U.S. Education Depar
ment’s Oftice of Civil Rights has been ordered to

survevs on school desegregation all over
S (NN

reduce 1ts

the country. In 1952, there were over

elementary and secondary school systems which

were studied for overall racial balance. Two years
later, the number of departmental desegregation
studies dropped to 3,500 Black Congressman

Major R. Owens states that the Reagan administra
Othce of

has tnied to “"do away with information it

tion, through the Management and
Budget,
doesn’t like under the guise of reducing paperwork
oult |t'\1l'l.1|

nsisted that

and the burden of citizens of filling
(ther
Reagan's hierce

goals in athirmative action policies has \[‘.nk\'\l the

forms vOoodal Ot have

opposition of racial numencal

movement to ehminate the collecnon ot all

“Retreat From Equality”

olor Line by Dr. Manning Maratie

racially-based information

Several weeks ago, President Reagan declared

that he was unsure whether to dismantle the execu

tive order issued in 1965 which requires many

Federal contractors to set numencal goals tor hir

ing Blacks, Hispanics, women and other

minorities. First, the President resorted to lving
about his own racist politic al record | was doing
things about civil nghts betore there was such a
program.'" Later, Reagan twisted the meaning of

equality for Blacks I think that we must have a

color blind society. Things must be done for people
neither because of nor in spite of any differences
between us in race, ethnic ongin or rehigion
Reagan’s argument 1s reinforced by those nghtw
ing ntellectuals and burcaucratic hacks who
supervise national civil nghts policy
Ihe difficulties of the Reaganite
spelled out by Mary Frances Berry,
the U.S Rights “Civil

rnghts laws were not passed to give civil nghts

position are
a member of

Commuassion on Ciwvil

protection to all Amencans,”” but rather out of

recogmtion that “‘some Amencans already had

protection because they hk':i‘“}_'\'\! 0o a tavored

group,  while minonties and women were con

tined to “*disadvantaged groups,”” states Berry. In

other words, 1if one 1s “*color blind™" 1o the historn
to the particulanity of
Blacks and

no policies can ever be developed

cal legacy of racism, or

oppression  suffered by other
minories,
which recogmize their specific problems. If no data
1s collected on the socioeconomic, educational and
pohitical status of Afro-Amencans, how can their
progress or losses be measured?

By pretending to be **color blind, " the President
and his tunctionaries are leading a massive retreat

trom equahity. Blacks and their allies must con

1

tinue to press tor their nghts, understanding that no

viable path to equality exists without affirmative

action and race-conscious policies

Healthwatch

by Steven Bailey N.D
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