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- EDITORIAL/OPINION

Prostitution Continues to Erode Livability of Northeast

Recently a panel of five consultants from out of
state told the
Vancouver-Williams business

business owners In LU'nion
(UVW)

that in order for the community to prosper; the

district,

following must first occur: Rid the community of
prostitution and street crime; remove or redesign
the median strips on Union Ave ; clean up the
trash; work with owners to upgrade the appearance
of bhighted storefronts; know local financial in
stitutions; and hold a community-wide forum

Of all the recommendations made by the panel o
the business owners, the panel stated that getting
rid of prostitution should be of the highest priority
and one of the first steps in transforming the area
The panel’s assessment of the devastating impact
of prostitution in Northeast is correct. Prostitution

growing throughout the communit

IS a4 cancer ¥
Not only does prostitution prevent economic de
the
area, prostitution also degrades those hiving in the

Adult temales and younyg

velopment n Union- Vancouver-Williams

arca eirls walking or

watting tor the bus along Umon Ave. are often
approached by predominantly white men, who
think they are prostitutes

I'he majority of them reside outside of Northeast

B e s ———

Portland. Prostitutes and their customers conduct
business in parked cars and engage in sex acts in
full view of people’s homes. Despite the serious-
ness of prostitution in the community, city officials
have done httle to eradicate it from Northeast Pont
land

Mayor Clark and Chief Harrington have only
given moral support to the commumty efforts to nd
their neighborhoods of prostitution. The mayor’s
plan to read the names of those arrested for solicit
ing the services of a prostitute was found to be
unconstitutional by a local yudge . Some say that the
mayor knew this would occur and that the reason
he announced the plan in the first place was for
publicity

\s warmer weather approaches, the prostitution
problem will only get worse. Portland 1s known as
a city which allows prostitution to occur without
fear of being arrested by the police. Community
ind business leaders must continue to assert pres
otticials to
olutions 1o address the problem of prostitution in

Ire on city come up with concrete
their community

I'he longer the problem continues to escalate,
the hivabihity of Northeast Portland will continue to

crode
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When the despotic Duvalier family fled Haiti
last month, most Black people and progressive
forces throughout the world breathed a colleetive
sigh of relief. What the American media failed to
examine in sufficient detail, however, was the
long-standing U.S. role in perpetuating the politi-
cal and economic misery of the six million Haitian
people, and the actual steps which must be taken to
assure the transition to a true democracy

The overwhelming reality of contemporary
Haiti 1s that of extreme poverty. Haiti’s per capita
income is currently $379 a year, however, for
roughly three-fourths of the populaion, the figure
is actually $200. Adult unemployment is 50 per
cent. Two million people suffer from malnutnition,
and BO percent are illiterate
sources of exploitation 1n

I'he two principa
Haiti were both the corrupt Duvalier regime and
Amencan capitahists. According to one former
government otficial, over one third of all state
revenues under “"Baby Doc¢’ Duvalier had been
stolen by the island’s ehite. Duvalier himself is said
to have $800 milhion stashed away in overseas real
But U.S
were cordial companions of the Black dictator. As
of 1985, about two hundred American companies
had large plants on the island, including United
Technologies, Motors, Sperry Rand,

GTE, and MacGregor Sporting Goods. Wages are

estate and bank accounts corporations

General

typically $3 a day, and the Duvaliers” brutal private
militia, the Tontons Macoutes, terrornized working
class leaders. Despite outrageous violations of
human nights, the Reagan administration was also
quite cozy with Duvahier. Last October, the State
Department actually claimed that Haiti's human
rights situation was ““improving .’

I'his situation changed only in recent months
I'he Duvaher regime was too inefficient and too
corrupt even by Amencan standards. In 198§,
Haiti's external deficit increased by 45 percent,
and the country’s inflation rate was 80 percent

I'he

S, corporations and Reaganites was

Labor and political unrest began to accelerate
task tor the |
to discard thewr Black neocolomal puppet, and to
rearrange the unsettled domestc pohlitical system
without harming their vested interests

After a senes of anti- Duvalier mass protests, the
LS. retused to certify the regime’s comphiance to
human nights standards, and the government plan

ned tocut S7milbon in wmd to Haiti. On January 31,

“Liberated Haiti"”

Along the Color Line by Dr. Manning Marable

Reagan press secretary Larry Speakes declared that
Baby Doc had been deposed — a premature an
nouncement, but a ploy which effectively isolated
and deestablished the regime. The next day,
thousands of Haitians in the town of Gonaives, 90
miles from the capital city of Port-au-Prince, dis-
armed the Tontons Macoutes. The spectre of truly
“*liberated Haiti,”" freed of both Duvalier and U .S
impenalism, began to surface

T'he U.S. government then took drastic steps to
Duvalier.”" A
military plane was dispatched from Fort

guarantee “"Duvahiensm without
U.s
Bragg, North Carolina to pick up the desperate
dictator. The French were pressured to grant
Duvalier a temporary visa. A military junta was
hastily organized to restore order. The country’s
new “leaders” include Lieutenant General Henn
Namphy, who was a benficiary of Duvalier’s graft
and also served as head of the armed forces. Alix
Cincas, Public
Works, and Colonei Prosper Avril, who had ties to

the Tontons Macoutes, are also at the top of the

Duvahier's former minister of

new regime. Within hours after taking charge, the
Soldiers

fired into crowds of unarmed demonstrators who

junta imposed a 16 hour-a-day curfew

were celebrating Duvalier’s demise. Meanwhile,
the U.S. Embassy in Port-au-Prince has received
dozens of calls from American corporations re
questing information on imtiating plants in Haity
Low wages and a pro-U.S., Duvalier-trained junta
are the reasons

Fhe decisive role in toppling the Duvalier re
gime was played not by the U.S., but by the op-
pressed people of Haiti. It was their courage and
determination which culminated into the first, im-
portant the achievement of
determination and polincal hiberation. Our task is
to call for an end to U.S. meddling and manipula

act toward self

ton in Hati. The possibility of U.S. troops being
sent to the island must be denounced and opposed
When the last American intervention occurred a
This

tme, we must agitate to make certain that no new

generation ago, over 30,000 Haitians died

forms of slavery and colonialism are imposed by
the U.S. A liberated Haiti, in complete control of

its economy and political system, must be

achieved

Healthwatch

by Steven Bailey N.D.

One of the most common human vmploms of burming mayv be aleviated illy have problems converting to large
complaints 1s the upset stomach. In ad Myoan antacud, the poor protection ol imounts of raw vegetables, as their sys-
dition to Tagamet as one of the single nir tadd {. and the less acid tem is il prepared for normal function
MOSt Pres nbed medications, there are juces o ot 1 may inadequately Lis often necessary to make _L'I‘nhldl
numerous over-the-counter ant-ac s ise of digestior hanges. Add a salad every 2-3 days,
Our media s Hilled wath ads telhing you O prescrption more whole frunt, steamed vegetables
that theirs 1s the best longest lasting | the U S the ind whole grains . A muld stool soften-
product. Nowhere do | see our ads say wh ce ind ng tiber hke Yerba Primas psyllium

that acwd ind o rd ity i ament powder may ease the system into more
i e . t b ing nergetic function. Itas very important
In tact one pharmacutic a r. but the to take additional water or juice with the
their product can provide esurat " d on the patients psylhium or it too may be o hinding
amounts of calcium as a supplement th hat other parameters for the system

I here are many torms of digestive toalter the contnibuters o poor st ach A tinal dspect o gastnic arntation s
problems. Many of them produce protectio our emononal state. When we are emo
symptoms of burmme and pain which I he wses of dis honally upset, our brain signals the
guite often lessen with antacuds Rather turbed digestive funchor These n bwdy o direct blood and  therefore
than accepting regular use of digestive Ciude such things as coffee and catfemn energy from the digestive system. Ouwr
ands, cating and hite style changes maght npestion, which by ats chemucal actwons cells are then less able o produce the
produce a symptom free state, with a increase stomach acwdity unrelated 10 mucus and enzvmes needed for a health

digestive needs

healthier digestive system
Aol PI'-nhul'll'h by cells in the alcohol
stomach 18 a necessary component o poor nutntbion

The amount physical/organic

proper protein digestion

Other tactors include
medications and drugs,
MICTO-Organisms
disturbances

symptom  free digestion. Stress 15 n
evitable but our reactions to it are quite
often be 1m-
proved Exercise, visualizations, medi

vitamun ( B vila

SIress

and individuahized and can

While

lation, massage,

of acud produced may occasionally be
greater than that needed tor proper i
gestion, but the burning 1s less related
to the ph imeasure of acwdity ) than to the

normal functions of the

protecting
stomach hining  In addition to cells that
secrete  hydrochlorne  and  pepsingen
(protein breakdown enzyme needing
high acidity 10 work) and intrinsic fac
tors one group of cells in the stomacn
secretes mucus which acts to protect the
himing from the high acwd environment
While the

necessary ftor digestion

some of those factors require an edu
cated apprasal and dvagnoas, many of
the hife style and nutnitional problems
can be addressed by lay approaches

A starting program for acud indiges
tion includes apprassing arritants,
creasing Hud (especially water) intake
mucilagineous wds (e, shppery elm,
marshmallow root, hcorice root (not
with high blood pressure) and a diet
with good fiber, and live foods People
who eat atypical Amencan diet, high in

white flour, sugar dairy and meat usu

few

techmques to offset the neuro-chemical

muns, deep breathing are but a
components of stress

It is important to not overlook senous
iliness while working with life style fac
tors. While medical intervention may
be needed there 1s nothing harmful in
improving one’s habits, and for those
who hive in a chronic state of antacid
use these changes might lead to a heal
thier and less drug onented life
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