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During his brief litetime, NASA astronaut Ronald E. McNair achieved remarkable successes
honors graduate of North Carolina A&T University, a doctorate in physics from M.I.T. specializ
ing in lasers, Presidential Scholar, Ford Foundation Fellow, black-belt Karate master, husband

In an essay he wrote lor students and their parents shortly before his tragic death aboard the
space shuttle Challenger. Ron McNair told of how the Black college experience put him on the path

General Foods Corporation will be publishing Ron McNair's full essay in the near future
We think the lollowing excerpts in support of Black colleges speak eloguently to the concerns of

our young
“In September 19¢ wrrived at North Carolina A&T University, a predominantly
Black institution, to pursue a degree in physics, though I could barely say the word
1d not sy t, and Kknew even less about the subject matter After discussing the
unselor and taking standardized tests, | was advised to ‘go and try’
n the words of one counselor, “You're good enough’ Obediently I took
this advice -and went on to graduate in physics, with honors, on schedule and armed
with the tools that would launch my career on a trajectory through graduate school, int
the industrial laboratories and, ultimately, around the earth aboard the space shuttle
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