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“Civil Rights”” Then and Now
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lidon Morris oday SCLC il highting tor human equality and peace It continues to utihze
The Southern Christian Leaders! ip Conterence (SCLC) was a dynamuc dnving . d ¢ firect action. Nevertheless it has bee
force behind the historic civil nghts movement of the 19508 and 60s and 1t remains Zanon o overcome major sethacks and adequately bat the sopt
an :mportant force for change today SCLC was founded by Dr. Mantin Luther and racial inequality prevalent today. SCL( Bl o asdoss asshecd i
King, Jr. and other civil nghts leaders in 1957-58 following the famous 381 -day . t King a3 its leades Ihose who have succeeded King have been talented j
Montgomery bus boycott. Dr. King served as SCLC's first president until he wa X jedicated presidents but they do not possess the charisma and visibility th
assassinated on Apnl 4, 1968 Ralph D Abernathy who was SCLC s first treasurer K SCLC. Thus. the organization and its activities are not nearly a
and second-in-command dunng King swlmuimistration succeeded King as pre Moreover, as strange as it - SC1 A
dent. Abemathy served as SCLA president until 1977 when the presidency was . ns function 1n a racist atmosphere today that
passed on to [y l-".t'[lhl wery who had been a founding member of SCLC and A Dwur s SO
.'i.llt]"' viously served as | lent of SCLA board .
SCLC was crucial to the civil nghts movement because | ) for eleven vears it was . SCL
headed by Dr. King, one of the most dynamic and influential leaders ever produced vl Reagan A
by black Amenca 2) it was able to generate a mass movement because it was rooted $ k \ A\ " Act N %S \ L \ I
in the mass-based black church 3) it effectively utilized mass civil disobedience ke . ' 960s  SCL ke the { | P
known as non-wviclent direct action and 4) SCLC was able to bnng about fundamen " k - viahes & ve by el ad de ; -
tal change between blacks and whites in Amenca I ¢ . [ .
SCLC was fortunate to have Dr. King a its president. King s ability to articulate Ty
the aspirations of the oppressed and the wi kedness of the PPression through Af sl A K I J
eloguent oratory gave him a r vled | L | Andrew Y :
It best when he ud that King wa ha illy hu i E. 4
he was so of p : I " vould be K Cl
rol behund a pulpit | , . war Kir and A Nl b e
raced to record his words and deed A ude of K Rew d Ja . i ter ’, wion d
Lawson, explamned that King the k nit i wl b Tl
wever had, a 1 b A . w
mmunit ' " f the Ku Klux K h has expe
th of the w ! " \ ’ King pra vha b Ad
preached t - oy V5SS JOOKS SLN Today the SCIL( more involved in international affairs than it was du
" . y N _‘ ! . \n . vith . " ganizatbion has grown ~'l" sticated enough to realize that the ““black 1
aave & Lrean [ 5 S99 ARG Wiinng W S - p in international problem. Thus SCLC has held talks with leader
SCLL prospered during tho 1 I the world such as President Ortega of Nicaragua and Yasser Arafat of th
dedicated leader Palestine Liberation Organization. Lowery has als visited Ethiopia in efforts 1 i
Une ol the great short provide food and assistance to that country. SCLC has also established a womer |
:\I'IIZI-IH.T:I ir\(lnlll i .! ; .'I rdinary t Il b. -< -IT["-'\!'.r 1' . -I".'|I|.:,.'.I.‘.. : :"ln:;'-’ w i div lled SCLC/WOMEN This i 1 positive and mug h needed st p I
’ . - . n the past SCLC has not l1zed the talents and energies of women nearly to th
functioned as the sohid rock of the movement. The black church I“""-'l"': King and extent that i1s possible. SCLC/WOMEN is going some very in portant work in the
SCLC with the finance, music, spiritual coura i NG (¥ s Of d reedom. Nevertheless SCLC sull needs to bring women directly int 1
:”I.“ v Illl.h.r,! . II‘ ! . I " e ‘ . ) I cadership positions so that their insight in be |
acial segregation and juality . Social movemer Ire POW I V¥ ke g .
are able w molize the ener of th E5 5 Iheretore, SCLC was powerfu he ma firect action of SCLC was a tactical breakthrough b .
because it successfully bilized the black church which housed thousands of 1 concrete avenue through which every black and white per
people and rsources. In essence, the SCLC was the political expression of the black erthrow oppression. Hecause of this breakthrough the black i LTI
Church. Dunng his hife King was acutely aware that the civil nghts movement wa : to the movement by the thousands  For exampl while ' 1 (NN
not a resudt of his efforts alos King understood that there would not have been a 0 Birmingham in 1963 thousands of others march
civil nghts movement had it not been for the work of mumistenal leader X that tv conducting 1-ins at segregated ¢ sblishment
Reverends Fred Shuttlesworth of Bur ngham, Alaban Char Ste {1a . i 1 o 1l Bir neham pharoat ha
lahassee, Flonda, K S f N I 11 ) H 1 ) . K SO 5 N (
Rouge, Lowsiana, A L. Da I New Orlear ind W it Walker ot Pet bur it SN illed for a SO-n march S M HELAGE
Virginia and the thousands of cou veryday church people. King was tf \laba XN wered the appeal Thus, it was SCL(
brlhiant icing on th ke wl SCLO was the collective cake itsell that rose up tor 1} i it and shatter th very foundat [ A
human justice What made SCILA powerful dur the he i fil
SCLC was the vanguard of the movement because it championed a w 0y that it thod of nonviolent dis tion worked It work
to overthrow segregation and ra L -||-! Known as nonviolent ma nrect i iption i . | fon | the white | A€ tructure t work
whion. SCLOC advocated and implemented nonviolent actions (boycott -1 black peo t also worked because during the 1960s black
mass marches, mass arrests, et< ) in the streets so that the day-to-day activities ol a [ ot both North and South began 10 us
community would be so disrupted that it would be ¢ l’lll]!'”l'lj to face the 1ssue of ) s Ene i fom Because of this historic tactical breakil I "
racial inequalbity and imitiate change. SCLC came into existence because the i SCLC the fedes overnment was loft With no other ca" PAchIc mwtn s Hntl n'.
ll\ln'“--rll;'lur:-rn'-u;--‘u-'\\--lrl-l--'.nir.'ltltlu'f\l.uk|.'.|.»n'.utn themsely ready 1} Wod Rigt Act that outlawed racial segregation and 1 T
to engage in politcal activities o seize thewr hiberation from the lvnch rope Rights Act which seized the te for Southern blacks SCIL( he 1-800-222-4335
segregated schools and buse ind the entire syste f Jim Crow that robbed t} he Civil nghts movementssin the 1950s and 1964
of thewr dignuty and freedon -
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In 1969, one of
the first Black Studies
programs in the Uni

ted States was
started at Portland

State University. The
program quickly esta
blished its academic credibility and now offers 36 hours of undergraduate
course work plus graduate study. The permanent faculty of the Black
Studies program will hold Ph.D. degrees in their respective fields

Dr. Darrell Miliner, who has been associated with the program since
1974, is an outstanding example of a dedicated educator who also has a
strong commitment to community service. In addition to his teaching, he
has served as chairman of the Recruitment and Selection Committee for
the Black Studies Center National Council of Black
Studies Center, and a director of the ( regon Black History Corporation

as a director of the

He has a comprehensive personal collection of memorabilia of Black his
tory in the State of Oregon. Dr. Millner has published many articles on
Black history

Portland Public Schools in their multi-cultural curriculum project. He was

and the Black experience He acts as a consultant for

actuve in the Albina voter registration drive and serves as a member of the

: hre 5 O . ; her King Scholarshi .
Board of Directors of the Martin Luther King Scholarship Fund Cascade Campus

705 N. Killingsworth
283-2541

students of

We Millner
Portland State University's Black Studies Program

salute Dr his associates and the

Southeast Center

2850 SE B2nd Avenue
777-8020

Ross Island Center
049 SW Porter
244-6111

NORTHWEST NATURAL GAS

PCC SALUTES

EXCELLENCE,

Portland Community College has served its five county district for
The people who work at PCC, the people who attend PCC,
Meet one of them

PCC Spring classes begin the week of March 31
nearest you and meet your neighbors
training for a career or get started on a four year degree
current job skills, learn a new skill,

MARGARET CARTER - State Representative

Freshman legislator Margaret Carter, who
represents the 18th district, has been a
PCC counselor for 13 years. She also has
reared nine children. Coming to Portland
in 1967, Margaret attended PCC for two
quarters, earned a bachelor's degree at
Portland State, a master's degree at
Oregon State, and completed further
studies at Washington State University
Says Margaret: “A community college
education afforded me the opportunity to
reassess my life..and go for it’

Stop by the campus
Learn how you can begin
upgrade
enrich your life

Spring class schedules are available at any PCC campus, local public
libraries, and shopping centers

PORTLAND COMMUNITY COLLEGE

Get one today

Sylvania Campus
12000 SW 49th Avenue
244-6111

Rock Creek Campus
17705 NW Springville Road
645-4461
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