
£ ^ 9 ^ 4 .  Portland Observer. February 19, ,986

How to Protect Minors from Illegal Door-to-Door Sales Schemes
Hurrau of labor

and InduMrin 
Committionrr 

Mary Wendy Robert!
Il i t  10:00 p m., and you hear a 

knock on the door Wondering »ho 
could he visiting at such a late hour, you 
open the door to find a IJ  year old girl, 
in a light » indhreaier. standing on your 
doorstep She asks you to buy some 
candy she is selling, and though it ap­
pears overpriced, you buy it out of 
sympathy You ask her where she lives 
She tells you It's 25 miles from your 
home As she walks away, you wonder 
how she got to your neighborhood, and 
i f  her parents know where she is [hen 
you get angry

Self-Help Program 
Offered

"Y o u  can do i t ! "  is the motto ol the 
asthma and emphysema sell help prog 
ram for adults, sponsored by St Vin 
cent Hospital and Medical Center and 
scheduled for March 1 through 14

Persons who suffer from asthma, 
chronic bronchitis or emphysema, and 
their family members tat no additional 
cost, are welcome to participate in the 
two week program Sessions w ill be 
held Monday through Friday, csccpt 
Wednesday, from I to 4 p in

I he program is designed to help per­
sons understand lung function and live 
with COED Specific areas to be co­
vered inc lude medications used by the 
emphysema patient, how to work and 
save energy, home exercise programs, 
oxygen equipment use; and breathing 
techniques

A team of health professionals from 
different disciplines including re­
spiratory therapy, medicine, nursing, 
physical therapy, dietary and social 
work present the program in a 
small-group formal

To enter the sell help program, per 
sons need to obtain their doctor's pre 
scription for its treatment

For more information, persons may 
contact Jerry Sloney, coordinator of 
Pulmonary Rehabilitation at Si Vin 
cent Hospital, 299 2291

Scholarships
The Oregon Association of Public 

Accountants Scholarship Foundation 
w ill award a maximum of It, one-year 
scholarships during the 19X6 X7 school 
year, according to Raymond A Cass, 
Albany , Foundation chairman

Cass said scholarships w ill range 
from $500 to $1,000 and w ill he 
awarded to qualified residents ol the 
Stale o f Oregon who arc preparing for 
careers in accounting and who arc en­
rolled or plan to enroll in an Oregon 
college or university

Scholarship application forms may 
be obtained by writing to Cass at P O 
Box IXU6, Albany, OR 97321. enclos 
ing a stamped, self addressed en­
velope. Applications must be relumed 
to him by April 15. 19X6

Award winners are selected on a 
basis o f financial need, scholastic 
achievement, personal qualifications 
and professional promise I he Oregon 
Association ot Public Accountants in­
itiated the awards program in 19X1 and 
since then has granted more than 
$20,000 in sc holarships

In addition to Cass, members ol the 
Scholarship Foundation board include 
Robert Boden, Portland. Alberta Cass, 
Albany. Gail DeLozier, Hillsboro, and 
Rohert Gordon. Bend

Energy Assistance 
to Resume

Salem — Payments for the b iw  In 
come Energy Assistance Program 
(LIFAP) were in the mail on Friday. 
February 7th. alter a suspension due to 
confusion about cutbacks under the 
Gramm Rudman balanced budget act

State Community Services Energy 
Assistance Program Manager Marian 
M illigan said that the final payment 
from the federal government has been 
received and agencies can resume lak 
ing applications and authorizing pav- 
menls for low income Oregonians 
Oregon w ill not be losing any funds in 
FYX6. due to a payment formula which 
specifies that states cannot fall below a 
certain funding level

The program had been temporarily 
suspended two weeks ago and social 
service agencies were asked to px«t 
payments on hold until this was resol­
ved at the federal level A ll agencies 
have been notified and have resume tak 
ing applications Each agency has heen 
authorized to spend their original allo­
cation and estimates of expiration dales 
vary from February ItMh through 
March 15th. depending on location

Milligan suggested that persons who 
had appointments cancelled should 
contact their local I IF.AP agencies and 
reschedule their appointments as 
should persons who were unable to he 
served

According to M illigan, it is un­
known. however, how much w ill he cut 
next year w hen the deficit reduc lion bill 
takes fu ll effect Estimates have ranged 
from IS to 20 percent, depending on 
Congressional action

( hanges are this young girl is 
employed by a company that uses the 
labor of children illegally Io sell candy 
and other items door-to-door Last 
week, as Commission ol the Bureau ol 
I-ahnr and Industries. I imposed fines of 
$5.1,550on a Portland company for 9 , 
violations of Oregon*« child labor laws 
for employing minors illegally to sell 
door to door

Il is against the law in Oregon and 
many other stales to employ certain 
minors in that kind of work Yet com­
panies all over the U S , like the one in 
Portland, break the law by employing 
some minors in |obs that arc unsafe at 
best

Crider Oregon law, 14 and 15 vear
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olds may be employed to sell candy and 
other items to businesses only, not 
door-to-door in residential neighbor­
hoods Minors under 14 are not allowed 
to he employed in either door to door 
or business sales o f this nature Sixteen 
and 17 year olds may sell door to door, 
but they must first obtain a photo ID 
card from the Bureau of Labor and In­
dustries A l.l. minors must have a work 
permit from the Bureau and the 
employer must have an employer cer- 
tificale which shows they have the 
Bureau's permission toemploy minors 
All three documents arc available free 
from the Bureau

Employers should not ask your 14 or 
15 vear olds to sell past 6:00 p m and

■ u i , jca i u k u  soouiu noi nc wont­
ing past 9:00 p m  without special per 
mission Your child should also be pro 
sided with return transportation from 
the yob site

I f  your child is offered a yob that 
would violate any o f these rules, I urge 
you to contact the Wage and Hour D ivi­
sion of the Bureau o f Fahor and Indus 
tries in your area Portland 229 5107

Our laws and regulations are not 
meant to hamper the fund raising ac­
tivities o f non-profit organizations such 
as churches. Scouts or Campfire In 
deed, such organizations are exempted 
from these regulations, as well as paper 
hoys and girls Children participating in 
these activities have adequate supersi
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mumties. in neighborhoods they know, 
and don't work late hours I urge pa­
rents. however, to make sure their ch il­
dren carry proper identification while 
participating in these wholesome, legal 
activities, for safety's sake

As a consumer, you can help slop the 
perpetuation of illegal employment ac­
tivities by checking on the following 
before buying goods at your door

L heck to see if the child is selling for 
a non profit organization Though 
these minors are not required to carry 
identification, many do. or are obvi­
ously dressed in a group uniform

Il the child says he is employed to 
sell the goods, he must cany an ID card

with a photo, issued by the Bureau of 
l-abor and Industries Otherwise, the
child is working for a company that is 
not following our child labor laws If 
you suspect the child is employed illeg 
ally, please don't purchase the goods, 
and call the Wage and Hour Division of 
the Bureau of Fahor and Industries 
nearest you Your help is needed in 
curbing this exploitation of our minors

It has heen estimated that as many as 
150.000 of the nation's I 2 million tin 
derground gas station storage tanks 
may leak within two years, reports So 
l io n a l Wildlife magazine A small leak 
of only one and a half cups per hour 
can contaminate as much as a million 
gallons of ground water in one day

è


