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Oregon National Guardsman PFC Al Richmond takes o
break from training and chats with his Honduran coun

terparts during a two week deployment to Honduras
Photo Richard J. Brown
.

High Insurance Premiums Threat to Small

Business

Terry Garner

Many
and across the U S

by

small businesses in Oregon

could go under this
year if a recent trend in nising hability

nsurance rates continues unabated
tradihonally a
fixed cost of doing business, but that 1s
sard Jim Bemau, Dy
rector of Governmental Relations for
the National Federation of Independent
Businesses/Oregon. Rates for all types
ol
gencral
property

Insurance costs WETC

no longer true

including
lability
and

Insurance are going up

hability, product

and casualty coverage
workers
“Rates
since last year for many small-business
owners’’ added Bemau
Brown of Brofam (il

ance premiums have tnpled in the past

compensation

have doubled and tnpled
Joyce |

said their insur

ycar

Some blame the high insurance pre
miums on the increased htigation exp
the and the
insurance cnsis. For ¢ vample, in 1984

losion in naton s courts
there was one civil lawsuit for every 15
A record
suits were filed in state courts between
1978 and 1983
lability award has
$345,000 to more than $1 million in 10

Amencans 12 million law
The average l‘lnhhnl

increased from

ycars
Chuck Sides (R District 32) saud that
many small businesses are closing

down because they can’t afford the in
surance  Sides sand recent excessively
high settlements have forced insurance
compames to establish large reserves
foe
years down the road

Small

against

clarms that may not happen until 15
PusIness being discrimy

nated because 1t s small and

those who pay less than $25,000 in an

nual premiums are considered too
nsky™, Sides added  Consequently
those businesses get thrown in with a
high sk group paving substantially

higher annual premiums. This results in

many small companies not carrying any
liabtlny insurance

In an effort to address the problem of
high insurance rates, those businesses
are secking reform of the civil justice
I'hey allege that the practice of

through

syslem

compensating  lawyers con

tingency fees, which are based on the
amount of damages awards they win for
their clhients. Cntics say that this prac
tice encourages lawsuits on a no-lose
basis the client incurs no cost if the
lawyer does not win an award

Others blame greed on the behalf of
Insurance compames. According to the
National Insurance Consumer Organi
fation, premiums for property and
casualty coverage rose from $117 bill
ion to $142.2 billion in 1985, an in
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case of 3105 per person, while com tat i |

pames were sharply cutting back cover gty Jaws 1o mak t hard t

age and canceling policies. Insurance ired consumer

compamies have blamed the price in witlements. He ca

reases ind  cancellation I e [ 1 1

e i osses. which wern timated i N ac "

at 33 5 bulhwon in 1985 visit 1o Portland A1 Dri }
Consumer advocate Ralph Nader ippCara | | I w

harged that insurers overestimated Us 1N " N f1ol A

es while raising prices ind pushing igainst hagh insurance rate

Black High School

Graduates at Record High,
Census Bureau Says

I'hree-fourths of voung Blacks tage points higl ! 1967. O
nearly 3 mulhon were high school the highest college attendance rates t
graduates in 1984, according to a repon Black high hool graduates wa
from the Commerce Department's 1976, when one-third were enrolled
Census Bureau For Whites the proportion who were

T'he rate of mgh school completions high school graduates rose from 78 per
has improved tor Blacks age 18 10 24 cent in 1967 to K3 percent in 1984, and
from 56 percent and 1.3 mulhion the proportion of graduates enrolled in

college remamned near one-thurd

graduates in 1967 when such statistics
were first tabulated I'he proportion of the Spanish origir
population I|% to 24 who were high

sChool graduates rose

I'he number of young Blacks enrol | age
led 1n college also grew in the perod trom one-halt

00,00 1o

fromn RO (M) Twenty 1972 when the data tirst were tabulated

» 60 percent in 1984 The proportion

seven percent of the graduates were en

rolled in college in 1984, four percen did not vary from M)

enrolled in colle g

percent

New York playwright OyamO speaks to cast and audience following the
Sunday performance of his play The Resurrection of Lady Lester at the IFC(
Fheater. OyamO spoke on the challenge of being a truthful Black American
artist in the neo-conservative America of the 1980s.

Photo h_\ Richard J. Brown
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Oregon National Guard Back From Honduras
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Nearly 70 Percent of Black Children Receive

Benefits, Census Bureau Reports

. 1 he fiae 4 '} .l
v the ( " [ de pan s (
Hurca

M ha
pecit w and a e i
I'h n \id 1o Fa
pendent ( fren \FIX |

1, la SuM tal Sed
Inco 551 Fowmd mpy S i
Supplemental | | Pr am for W
'n, Infa ind Children (WIC), frec
) | ed-g i
Medicad;, VA bl " t
whzed rental housin i ene v i

sIstance
About halt of the nation s 9.5 mulhon
Black children hived in households that
participated in tree and reduced-pnice
f"->|h-!1|-ir|-. tor other

school meals

programs were about one-third each in

food stamps, Medicad, and cash public
Assistance ! percent in publi b
sidized rental housing; and 11 percent
in WIC progran

About one of every four White chil
dren and threc f live H pamic ¢h
dren were households receiving be
nefits. The highest participation rate for
both groups was in free and reduced
price school meals |7 percent for
Whites and 48 percent for Hispani

I'he proportions of Black and Hi
pamc children in households receiving
bencfits were about K5 percent n
female and halt in mamed
couple Those for White chil

aind |8 percent

dren were SX percent I

Here are other highhights

® The average monthly household in
come for Black ct wias S1,.500
ompared with for White
children. The average for Spanmish
children was also much lower thar
for White children

® Only half of Black and Hispani
children were covered by private
health insurance compared with
three -fourths for White children

* About one out of five Black children
lived in a household where no
member was in the labor | R
percent of them in female famihe
Other proportions were S per 1 of
White and 13 percent of Hispanic
children

®* The survey showed 9 5 nithor
Blacks, 49 3 mulhion What and 4 9
milhion |||~u|,l.m|\ s under age |18 The

proportions hiving in female-family

households without a father present
vaned widely 46 percent for
Blacks, 14 percent for Whites, and
24 percent for Hispanics

The Census Bureau cautions that

these estimates are not adjusted for sea

sonal vanations, and may be revised
The data also are subject to sampling

vanability and other sources of error

(\Ilr“('\ of the report, Economi
7 - LN gy
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ble fron

the Supenntendent of Documents, U S
Government Printin Office
Washington, D ( RIETH

I

Sp4 Osvaldo Virelles relays information during mock attack in the Honduran
Hills.

Photo Richard J. Brown
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