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And bevond the streets filled mightly
th Packards and Caddys, men in high
hats and women in beads and furs
Everybody hived hke a milthonaire
exaggerated a yjournahist of the day
were gnim realinies Fifth Avenue be
prosperously enough at 125th
Street, becomes a slum distnct about
V1st Street, and finally shthers off into
a ware-house hined, dingy alleyway
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ssued a stirming message

Hughes himsell was tavored tor year
by a Park Avenue patron But Carl Var
Vechten, one of the most intfluentia
white go-between for black writer

ind the publishers downtown, was the

profitably about the sweep

Van Vechten had long relished the
Harlen cene, frequentin <h hot

pots as the Cotton Club. His own par

ties seemed 1o many
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Zlamour Here blacks and whites
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Yet
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the under-class into a novel about high

Renaissance
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McKay argued acwdly that his was “"a
real proletanian novel

sinned far more gnevously by
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In his account of Harlem hife, Ander
son suggests that works like McKay's
have lasting value because they

helped set black literature along
with Amencan wntng as a whole

upon a course that has since become

broader, more democratic in sensibil
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In 1909, a bliack inan was on top of the world.

The man was Matthew Henson.

As a member of Ndimiaral P

ary's expedition. he planted the

American flag at the North Pole on April 6th. 1909.

Henson is one of miany black Americans to br

ak new ground.

The second book published by a woman in America was written
by a black womian. Phillis Wheatley. in 1773, She was commended
by President Washington.

In 1893, at Provident Hospital in Chicago. Dr. Daniel Hale
Williams performed the first successful heart operation.

Seventeen years ago. Thurgood Marshall was appointed Justice
to the Supreme Court by President Johnson.

Black History Month is a time to honor accomplished men and
women of the past.

And a time to look ahead to many accomplishments

in the future.
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