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EDITORIAL/OPINION

Black Businesses

Last October the U S Census Bureau reported
that Black-owned firms increased 47 percent bet
ween 1977 and 1982, This report 1s very mislead
ing, a closer analysis of the report reveals that the
condition of most Black businesses actually de-
teniorated during this penod

The Jont Center for Political Studies concluded
in its study entitled **Recent Changes in Black
Owned Businesses'', that the average annual re
ceipts of Black-owned firms fell from $37,392 in
1977 to $36,685 in 1952 When inflation 1s taken
into account, the declhine 15 actually from $37,000
o $23,000 in constant 1977 dollars

Although the increase in the number of Black-
owned businesses are important, what really 1s
important 1s whether those businesses are making
any money, and whether they are making more
now than they were several years ago

A deeper analysis of the census data reveals that
the vitality of Black businesses is declhining. The
number of firms with paid employees declined
more than 3 percent between 1977 and 1982 atter
increasing by 63 percent in the 1972-77 penod

The percentage of Black firms with paid
employees dropped trom 171 percent of all Black
firms in 1977 1o 11.4 percent in 1982

The number of people employed by Black

Deteriorating

owned firms increased barely | percent from 1977
to 1982, a marked contrast to the 15 percent growth
in overall business employment by Black-owned
firms
I'he rate of growth in receipts of Black-owned

firms fell from 56 percent in the first period
(1972-1977) to 44 percent in the second (1977-
1982), while receipts of all businesses grew by 65
percent. The aggregate receipts of Black-owned
firms with paid employees increased in real terms
during the first period but declined during the sec
ond [K‘Tlml

T'he most telling statstue concerning the phight
of Black-owned businesses can be seen in gross
receipts. Of 108,000 firms added since 1977,
63,000 or 5K percent, had gross receipts of less
than $5,000; XS percent had receipts of less than
$25.000

Overall Black-owned businesses remain a very
small part of the total business sector. While
Blacks constitute 12 percent of the total popula
ton, Black-owned firms sull account for only |
percent of small-business receipts and less than 2
The small level

tarther

percent of total business receipts
ol Black businesses could shrink the

Reagan Administration rescinds an executive order

guaranteemng minorities a percentage ol tederal
contractors
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Marun Luther

Last month’s celebration of D
King, Jr.'s birthday as a federal holiday gave the
media a golden opportunity to project the view that
America had transcended its racism. The stalwarn
voice of Amernican capitalism, the Wall Street
Jowrnal, announced with smug satistaction that
“the nation has come a long way'" on race rela

tions. Indeed, since King's assassiation “racial
integration has ceased to be anissue. " The Journal
noted that **a 1980 survey showed that Y0 percent
of whites favored integrated schools, compared
with 64 percent in 1964 and only 32 percent in
1942, By 1972, 97 percent of whites tavored equal
opportunities for Blacks, compared to only 45 per
cent in 19447

The Wall Street Journal added with hopeful
enthusiasm that Blacks were also *“becoming more
independent in their voting patterns, and whites are
showing no hesitancy to vote for Blacks. ™ The
later statement i1s, of course, a gross distortion ol
reality, despite the recent election of Douglas Wil
der as Virginia's first Black heutenant governor
Statistically, less than 28 percent of the white elec
torate votes for a first-time Black mavoral candy
date. Whites are far more race conscious in thewr
voting behavior than Afro-Amencans. But most
disturbing to conservatives is the lack of support
Blacks show toward President Reagan, who cur
rently has at least a 66 percent approval rating
among whites. According to the Washington
Post/ABC poll ot early January, only 23 percent of
all Blacks approve of Reagan, and a decisive
majority are convinced that the President
racist.”’

Why don’t Blacks like Reagan, when nearly all
other Amencans seem to love the old boy? Didn't
Reagan sign the law which made Martin Luther
King's birthday a federal holiday”? Shouldn't we be
grateful to the conservative chief executive?

These are the wrong quetions to ask. We recall
that Reagan personally opposed the legislation
which King and thousands of desegregation advo
cates supported — the 1964 Civil Rights Act, and
the 1965 Voting Rights Act. We remember that
Reagan fought against the renewal of the Voting
Rights Act provisions, and has packed the U S
Civil Rights Commission with the enemies of
Black freedom. We know that Reagan tried to
smear the memory of King with red-baiting, ant

‘g a

gan’s ‘Negro Problem’ ”

Along the Color Line by Dr. Manning Marable

Communmnist lies, and that he and his administration
are fully committed to backing the illegal and im
moral system of South Atnican apartheid

But it one single reason should be identitied 1o
justify Black antipathy to Reagan, it would be this
the President and his administration do not treat
Black Amencans as human bemngs, they relate to
us essentially as a senes of problems. There 1s no
recognition of the Afro- Amencan cultural and so
cial heritage, no comprehension of our pohitical
perceptions, our economic status and educational
goals. There 1s no nterest in understanding that
Blacks are a group of Amencans with a collective
history of oppression, and a unigue political vision
of social justice . Rather, we are identified, labeled
and stereotyped as a group of public policy prob
lems unemployment, weltare, housing, educa
tion, urban cnme, healthcare, apartheid

When Reagan contemplates the Black expen
only “'probiems’ to
be tinkered with, or relegated to obscurity - Apar
Afncan children, s

ence, he sees no humanity

theid's systematic murder of
brutal pass law system, ats danly use ot terrorism
and violence, are cnmes against humamty . But to
Reagan, the deaths of Black children are a problem
I he Black un

employment rate exceeded 145 percent in 19RS,

of “‘crowd control 7 overall
was over 12 percent tor Black adult males and 13 8
percent tor Black women. Yet the Reagan ad
ministration ¢claims that we have a ““tull employ
ment’” economy, and charges that all those who
truly want to work can find jobs Ihe economi
“]‘Inh'k‘l!\” of Blacks 1s that they lack the selt
disciphine and motivation to work!

Reagan’s “"Negro Problem™ s that we refuse to
accept second-class ciizenship, poor schools,
non-existing medical tacihities, high unemploy
ment rates, and U_S support tor South Atrica. The
creation of a new federal hohiday cannot obhiterate
the absence of complete democracy, economic op
portunity and social justice in this country - So long
as Blackness remains ““problematic™ in the US
and so long as ““We Shall Overcome™ remains o
dream deterred, rather than a reality, we will con

tinue to be dissatistied
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Dear Edntor,

There 1s an silence among
fair-munded Amencans about U.S. ag
gressive postuning against Libya

The U S carners Saratoga and Coral
Sca have just completed exercises olt
the coast of Libya in what the Reagan
admimistration calls a ““war of nerves

U asy

with Col. Muammar Qaddafi. The
exercises were said to be non
a bBlatant insult 1o the

provocative
intelligence of those who have been ob
serving U S -Libya Appa
rently dissatistied with not having pro

relatons
voked Libyvan forces into a hight, the
U S now plans to send the camers to
the Gult of Sidra next week
nime they may enter the area claimed by

and this

bul con

Is thas noot

Libva to be natonal waters
tested by the United States
provocation

The administration justifies these be
hgerent actions as retabanon tor Quad
dafi’s support tor the Rome and Vienna
hombings, even though it now secms

Syra may be to blame  But terronsm s

merely a pretext for the U S 10 bully
the vulnerable  Libyva, as well as
Nicaragua and Cuba, have long been

identihied by the Reagan admunistration

as countnies aganst which our govemn
ment could take out one of thewr
preces ofl the geopolitical checker
board  In the meantime, the CIA has
been desperately trving o imdermine
Qaddat’' s government

Quddat rra he exalts terronsts
to treedom highter ind indications arg

that he tacibitates thewr trmming on L
byan soil ( The gquestion of who s to be
defined as a terronst still remains ) But
none of thes should not be an excuse o

use mulitary agression, instead ot dip

lomacy, against Libva What if another
country. were o comnut o forces
agammst the U S i retabation  tor
Reagan's tramming and suppont of the
Contra w ho urder and maim inno
cent avilans in Central Amenca’
lTerronism does not spring  out of
some primordial devilish instinet, it is a
product of pohtical conthet IThe con
thiet n thas case s the lIsrach
Palestiman issue and the US  partisan
position Instead of attempting to settle

this conthict diplomatically, howeser

there has been a myvopi

Amd an arrogant ¢Hon

attempt 1o use
muhitary means
to coerce public support by appealing 1o

the fear o terronsm The pubhic and the

media are Talhing tor ;. hence  th
sheepish silence,

T his disturbing silence seems 1o anse
froumn a recent retreat trom reason and an
ppeal to nationabist dogma, a dogma
which has rekindled the wadespread but
contradictory  feeling that the US
b i1 | I ind denmus
gy Aare so UEINY that the rest of thw
wirrld particularly small weak coun
tres must be owhipped imto comph
CIne

The pohicn ol thy wlimamistration

v e popular now, but as the trans

| 1 TR ommitted in a
i f oncil nl come hack
i I W it nomen
pohicies ol
| tor only
\ | ot bl
\ that sur
I f 1 1 I Wtk
b1 ey
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Inside Outside P sol the i rowts
i the Sprng of 1984 The orgamizaton
began with a few mectings on the prison
vard o Salem, Cregon, enhightencd
convicts discussig the many problems
akin o therr soial status,  trading
theones and adeas, oftermg solutions

I want 1oty a new way seeimed
1o be the recurrent theme among these
men Ioyust want to get out and hve a
normal hi After vears of residency
i vanous Correchons  sysieme Op

hopetuls were ready o hang up then

tired ol prison hite

Bonme & Clvde we

the romantig

guns, thoroughiy

Lrone were Hw
als, gone wer dasprirations
to Fast tortune, and the problem reman
ng was how o enact new hile practices
on the streets, no small didemma fos
men long branded crimunals

They wanted a tanr chance at a tan

start on the outside . Early 1O suppor
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SERNER

ters put their néias WECUKT, ITouhe
shooting from a realistic standpoint
The sudden impact of social re-entry
had 10 be shock
pressure of life in a dollars-and-cents

considered, the

world had 10 be anticipated and pro

vided for dunng those first crucal

weeks after release, a penod in which
the ex-convict is traditionally known to
fal on parole

0P

chients would require the basic neces

Immediately upon release,

sities foand, Clothes, lodging and job

referrals in amounts tar greater than
anvthing offered by a low-budget State
Subsady Some

would need the services of drug or al

Program members

cohol counselors, some would need

emotional or mamage counsel, and
others would simply need to talk with

someone who understood the thomy

transiion trom prson o free soiely
Assistance, advice and direction had to
be avarlable 24 hours a day of chents
were expected 1o succeed in the real
world, and it was unamimously agreed
that these goals could be accomplished
only through community support
From those first discussions on the
vard, Insuide-Outside  People  cam
|'.H}'I1|'\t with the Oregon State Peniten
submutted a tor

tary  admimistration,

mal proposal, requested appomtments
| "

with vanous prison offi als, and at last
perseverence paid ot 1OP were per

mitted 1o hold weekly meetings 1in the
Achivities Room

Attendance was large from the stan
tracted by 10Ps

and new "II('III'K'I"‘ WCEIre swaoarm

Prisaoncr Ill'\L'l .Il'
proach
in at each mecting Formal positions
were appointed, responsibilinies dele
gated, and when newsletters were sent

to udges, lawvers, Corrections oth

Clals, Governors, Mavors and anvone
¢lse who seemed hikely 1o take interest
in the program, 1OP began getting re
ults. Many viable hinks were soon es

tablished with the outside

I he orgamization s the branchild ot
Donald McMillan, a sincere, dvnami
black man who hals onginally trom
Southern Calitorma s Bay Area where

he had spent a large portion of his

uventle and adult hite behind bars tor

offenses rangmg from Pety Larceny to
Armed Robbery . He understood the
ways of penal systems, itmately, and
when he Linded in the Cregon State
Pententiary at the age of 44 he saw
nuch potential tor positive change,
both in hes omn hite and in Oregon Cor
reoinons

In June of 1984, 10P Founder, Direc
tor and  Preswdent McMillan was re
cased trom prison. He camed the

to s Portland home

VOUNg program

ind et behind o strong,  dedicated
tall Ay
MoShTRm would dehiver the message o

the publig

o the tentative plan
establishing a sound base of

operations, amnd members sl within

the walls would re-enforce the Found
cllonrs

ind by w hate ver means they could mus

with letters, phone calls
(4]
Ihe Nedghing

the night ingredients tor

had all

there

orgamnization
SUCLUSS
was an honest cause, a real need tor
proposed 1OP services, and there were
enough loval men o make it work It
was inevitable that the program would
soon become a household word

Crosas struck  Just a tew short weeks
MoMulLan learned that
he had terminal cancer of the pancreas

With no other mem

atter has release

and lower lungs
bers on the outside who could match has
tortutude and expertise, the collapse ot
Inside - Outside People was Toretold by
pessimists Lar and waide. Even to the
nost ardent members, the tuture looked
bleak tor thewr would-be orgamization

SNooone but the

Founder himsell,

however, accounted tor the raw power
ol human wall

From his bed at Emuanuel ”-'\inl.ll.
between  exploratory  surgenes  and
MoeMillan
As his

stabihized he

hemotherapy  treatments
ontmued o promote the cause
condition gradually Wl
allowed to return home, an out-patient,
and, wath s omn mortal end looming
siv near, he worked homsell 1o exhaus
ton each day dehiverning the 10OP mes
SApe
(Other

driive with MeMSillan since those dutn

members have poimned in the

ous times, shouldenng the work - load
COMMUNILY SUpport grows steadily , so
cral empathy for a higher wdeal; and to

date 10P is credited with some major
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$25 for two years
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I'hey have been gifted with a large

N E Portland, courtesy of
Tom Boothe and Amencan State Bank
With considerable repair and remaodel

house 1n

g, perhaps even a new coal of pamnt,
MoMillan and his stat! plan to have the
1OP house ready to receive chents by
carly Summer of 1986

They have twice appeared on N |
Spectrum (Rogers” Cable Systems, Ch
23), a TV talk show which covers cur
rent events in the Portland- Metro area

1OP representatives have appeared in
court several nmes w stand behind
chents in need of thewrr intenection, of
fenng alternatives 1o necdless

prison sentences, and while 1OP have

ong,

had only limited success in these en
deavors, judges have begun 1o take
notice of their solid principles, their

progressive  approach to a stagnated

situation . As [OP gans credibility wath
the couns (a slow process with the na
maost Institution )

Lns vonservalive

members are conhident that they wall
have a real attect on the Mow of hives
burcaucratically destined tor the Con
rechions warchouse

1OP have been in touch with many
Portland business people who have ag
reed o consider 1OP chients for job
placement. With this approach, clients
can begin immediately to gamn stabihity
members ol

saCiety as ﬂp[kwnf 1o the ~!c'rrn|\|\r.!

as productive, working
ex-convicts who are on their way back
1o prison trom the moment thc_\ remr
leased

An 1OP Youth Program waits in the
wings (McMillan's personal project)
which will enable youngsters to eam
money by collecung garbage in theur
respective neighborhoods: a productive
alternative to the current slug-them
and-run ethics practiced by so many
young people today . Logic dictates that
the moral condition of today's youth
will determine the quality of the tuture

cither positive or negative, law abid
g or criminal; an excellent case-study

mn social preventive medicine
Dear Editos

Re the Eduonal/Commentary in the
Jan. 29 issue by N Kenge Toure: Re
productive freedom is a Black issue |
am distinctly uncomtortable in taking
the opposing side or view when it per
tains o a seemingly  positive  good
work, but Fam duty bound (required by
CONSCIENCE ) Lo express senous alarm at
the thought of my people marching to
assent the nght o abortion in the
name of “Creproductive freedom
Ihere s no such thing outside
“forced childbirth,”

there 1s no such phenomena as

rapw as just as
reverse

discrimimation,” something of which a

stll relatively  powerless minornity s
simply incapable. We need to look
closely at such loaded and ncky slo
pans

Have we really tried o deal with our
moral weakness (absorbed as a cultural
influence) and the problem of teenage
pregnancy ' think we are just now tully
recognizing the problem and just now
getng inoa positon o do something
I'he talk of coat hanger abor
attempt at

about it
seems  an sen
We
much more perceptive than s thought
sit back
vduse And there are several
Black organizations beginning to suc
cesstully deal with adoption of Black
children

N Kenge Toure asserts that 90% ol
the inmate populanion of Attica were

tions

sationalism as a group may be

and this on this issue tora

;_'l\\b\t

born to teenage mothers. Questionable,
Hut
the statement that ““most of the women

but very shocking indeed if true

using these chmics (abortion and tamaly
planming) are Black women™ simply
has 1o be untrue

I would suggest that we address the
1ssue of “habies making babies™ trom
our own perspective. After all, 1s it re
ally that difticult 1o imagine the end
results of our interrupting the hife pro
cess at will, and turther encouraging
our young people in arresponsibihity !
Let us continue to search for our own
solutions

Family planming 1s only intelligent; a
must for our people and any civilized
“tamly and

soviety, bt planming

abortion”” are not synonymous
Sincerely,
Nabeeh Mustata
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