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Methodist missionaries report on Nicaragua
Four United Methodist mission- 

eries working in Nicureguii have 
related in a letter that the life of 
the church there has been "rela­
tively unaffected" by the state of 
emergency imposed by President 
Daniel Ortega and ratified after 
modification by the National As­
sembly.

Worship services and other 
activities continue as before, said 
the missionaries, with a permit 
being required for any service 
held off church property Permits 
are "generally granted.'* they 
added.

The letter was sent to all 
bishops of the United Methodist 
Church by the Rev. Lyda M. 
Pierce, the Rev. D. Paul Jeffrey 
and Peggy and Howard R Heiner. 
all of whom work with the 
ecumenical committee for aid and 
development known aB CEPAD 
(Comité ecumentico pro ayuda al 
desarrollo).

The lettor was in response to a 
resolution pussed by the Council 
of Bishops expressing "deep con­
cern" over reports of "increasing 
intimidation and restrictions by 
the (Nicaraguan] government on 
the freedom of tho church to 
preach or publish the church's 
understanding of the gospel of 
|esus Christ if that understanding 
is interpreted by the government 
as containing negative references 
to the government and its poli­
cies."

The missionaries responded:

BishopTutu 
thanks American 
people

Profound thanks to Americans 
who have supported South Afri­
can Blacks in their struggle for 
freedom was voiced by Anglican 
Bishop Desmond Tutu of |ohannes- 
burg nt an ecumenical service 
Jan 12 in St. Marks United 
Methixiist Church in Now York

"This is one time I can speak 
without fear of contradiction 
when I say I speak on behalf of 
millions." Bishop Tutu told tho 
1,000 persons presont. Unitod 
Methixiist Bishop C. Dale White of 
New York intrixluced the Nobel 
Prize winner us “one of the 
world's groat prophets" who 
brought biblical insights to the 
struggle, and stressed the impor­
tance of using peaceful means to 
bring liberation.

"We must say that that descrip­
tion of Nicaragua is simply not 
true. What there is not freedom to 
do is work to overthrow the 
government " The state of emer­
gency specifically applies only to 
those suspected of treason, the 
missionaries added.

Members of the Roman Catholic 
hierarchy in Nicaragua have 
"abused their freedom of religion 
and speech to actively work in 
support of the counterrevolution." 
the missionary letter said It cited 
refusal to register published 
material and identification of 
draft evadors as "seminarians."

The government explained the 
recent detention and release of 
throe Prostestant pastors and tho 
questioning of five others by 
saying the pastors were urging 
youth to break tho law by no, 
complying with the Patriotic M ili­
tary Service. A, a press confer­
ence two months ago, the govern­
ment also cited the pastors' links 
to the Institute for Religion and

Church leaders
uniteagainst
apartheid

First steps to unify the influ­
ence of millions of U.S. Christians 
against the "morally indefensible" 
structures of racial separation in 
South Africa worn taken |an. 13 
at an unprecedented meeting of 
loaders from 33 U.S. Protestant. 
Roman Catholic and Orthodox 
Ixxlies. and adjunct organiza­
tions.

Following up a meeting con­
vened by the World Council of 
Churches the pas, December in 
Hara re. Zimbabwe, tho 120church 
leaders called for formation of the 
Churches' Emergency Committee 
on Southern Africa They also en­
dorsed a number of specific 
actions to be taken in coming 
weeks, intended to help bring a 
peaceful end to apartheid.

In addition to endorsing the 
emergency panel and urging the 
action steps, those present here, 
including a half-dozen United 
Methodists, also unanimously af­
firmed the "Harare Declaration" 
adopted by the church leaders 
from four continents a, the meet­
ing in Zimbabwe. That statement 
asks "immediate and comprehen­
sive sanctions" against South 
Africa, and supports those calling 
for the resignation of the Botha 
government.

Democracy (IRD). a U.S. organi­
zation reportetl by the Ministry of 
Information to have ties to the 
Central Intelligence Agoncy.

A government official said the 
pastors were questioned because 
of their political activities and 
had nothing to do with their free­
dom to practice religion The pas­
tors were released after being 
warned tha, future illegal activity 
would no, be tolerated.

CEPAD leaders who spoke to 
the detained pastors said they 
reported no torture, tho letter 
said.

The U.S. government is using 
some political, labor, religious 
and other groups as an "internal 
front” to destabilize the Nicara­
guan government, according to 
the missionaries.

The letter added: "Working 
through the 'religious affairs' 
staff of the U.S. embassy here 
(Managua), as well as through 
other rnnterts such as the IRD in

the United States, the CIA is doing 
all it can to pull certain sectors of 
the church Into the counter­
revolution."

The United Methodist mission­
aries' letter paid tribute to "the 
Nicaraguan people" as they strug­
gle for survival. Nicaraguan Chris­
tians were called a "cloud of wit­
nesses" who have "welcomed us 
with Christian love and taught us 
much about living a life trans­
formed by the gospel of Jesus 
Christ.

"As they bury the victims of 
terrorism and try to rebuild their 
burned school and farms, they 
nonetheless love us—citizens of 
the country whoso government's 
evil policy in Central America is 
the cause of their martyrdom."

The bishops wore invited to 
visit Nicaragua to see for them­
selves what is happening, or to 
write or telephone their concerns 
and questions.

J  •

Will Your Bank Give You A Credit Card?
Our’s

A Public Service of the Portland Observer

Albina M inisterial A lliance
284 6023

b
ALLEN TEMPLE CME CHURCH

C orner of 8th end S kidm ore
Sunday School 9 15 a m 

Sunday Worahtp 11 00 a m 
Christian Youth FeMowahip 6 OOp m 

(mm.otxI and fourth Sunday»! 

Phillip S. Nelaon (Pastor!

THE MOUNT OLIVET BAPTIST CHURCH
N.E. First b  Schuyler • 284 1964

John H Jackson Ministat M i d  M D  
9 X  A M Church School 

I I  M A  M Cony relational Worship 
5 00 P M Vesper Service 

10 00 A M Baptism Fourth Sunday 
11 00 Communion tach  Few Sunday

The American Baptist Convention. American Baptist Churches of 
Oregon Lot, Carey Foreign Mission Convention National, Oregon, 

Portland Ecumenical Ministries, American Bible Society, M ErM 
Board

Send $3.00 to:

Maranatha Church
4222 NE 12th St.. 

Portland, Oregon 97211

TAPES FOR SALE
Jessie Jackson Tapes 

still available 
from Dec. 8 Rally

G u a r a a iw d  H rg a rd le « «  u f C re d it Hkatory 
m tact 95%  ot ou« appacams a/«  appro*

•d  Divorce Bankruptcy badcradrt o tn o o a ii i  
• o n  i dtaquaufy you horn an»oy»ny tha prast^a  
and co»wa*uancas •  ciadH card próvidas

Through Owr UNIQUE program O *« «  To 
Go Portland apraaani» »inaAciai »Aatiiunona 
tooting Tor «a a  c usi ornara O a  oí tha basi «raya 
ot attract»Ag na« cual omar a «  to gr«a iham a 
fraa gtfl Raths' than g<va yOu •  mtaar or caah 
b o n u s - aomathing you may or may not usa ou* 
.n t l  du, o n  yivaa yOu aomath.ng you naad 
H o «  TU a P ro g ra m  W o rks

S«mpiy opan ba mta«e8t baanng account with 
830 0  or m o a  »o» each card «nth tha card «aau«ng 
•net dut «o a  II t  »adera» y maurad and paya ft%% 
•nia<aat Tha operung balança adi determme 
your »AHiai o s d .t bma (You can m traaaa you* 
bm»t at any tama by adding to you* aavtnga ac 
count -  up to 8 2 0 0 0  pa» card I Afta» 12 mon tha 
your c «ad»! card account *»« ba ra»«awad ’» your 
payments * • » •  mada »n a im aty »aah»on tha 
savmga account raooramant may ba dropped or 
your crsdHitmdmcr as sad So you cane *oaa tha 
tapinga account and saap »ha cradti card

l l o *  to  (»at Y o u r M a s te rc a rd  or V isa
S*mpFy f«*f out tha form b a te *  and return it to 

ua You must ba 18 or o*da» The tea covers one 
or both cards and >a retundad it you« appucat»on  
•a rststtsd  Wa arrange to hava a tmai ap 
pacatron want IO you It you •« •  aa» ampioyad or 
are a tub t»ma student you * •»  than ba b»nad a 
tea u» 825 lor the additional processing you« 
•ppticalion requires Whan yOu return the »me! 
app*4cat«on. you recede a argnaiure card to 
opan your saving« account «nth a daa«gnatad 
aa*«nga and loan You« dapoa<> * • “ t>a mads 
doactly IO the saving* and loan »natituton Th*a 
fade» ally maurad account pays tha usual 5*»% 
miaraat
Gat la a ta a l  l .m t r g M C )  (  ask

As with any V<sa or Mastercard credit card 
you can gai a cash advance at any one ot 
Inouaanda ot bans a wurichande You won , ba »y«ng 
up the money you may need because you •• tmd 
that money <a even more •« c ataibta to you than 
■t it  m your p«asant a«v>nga account 
1 h r  G lh  T h a t Keep« O n G lv ta g

Aa soon as you < omp*ai« the o«da' lo<m you 
bag»n aatabiishing a credit Oantity that can r *  
prove your bta and g ro *  IO M your needs

( ja n t la m a n
I d ratha* ha*a a crad»i card than a btandar 

Ptaeae sand ma an applcehon tor
M asterCard Visa Both Cradit Cards 

i hava enciosad 839  50
Cash Chacb Money Order

RayatAa to
O « < a  To Go inc 
P O Bo« 5884  
Portland OR 97 208
Phone 289  1X30 O H  *  SAT a SUN 10 0 0  a

i n e*«  r«ad *» *  ö n x N x «  ta r •*«<»» and »way unaa«si*rMj 
|«MI Itua prog»«*« up«' a»»a I ’*»•• rou
GuAAANTIf ,h«l I •'S >«C«(V« *y  «gu«ar«<» <'«<W 
(«FtftSi •»»•* 1 p»ooa«»y Out tr*  apu--, «ton in«' • 
r«l •««« and i«««« m« '«Qu’-ad l  JOO oaooM
CM IW« «Ovanc« p»(K«S«»ng ,««  I M '  I •«« «nttoS»ng « ’S 
t a  i««wna«<l K» m«

m 8 30 p m

Network expands
continued from page 1

inghouse for efforts to countnr 
violent bigotry Its extensive re­
search has confirmed tha, Kian 
growth is but a par, of a much 
largor white supremacist insur­
gency in the United States.

The CDR will monitor and 
oppose groups such as the Posse 
Comitatus. Aryan Nations. White 
Patriot Party, Liberty Lobby and 
the LaRouche political operation, 
as well as the KKK

"The Kian resurgence is no, so 
much a product of a 'lunatic 
fringe ' Rather, it is one compon­
ent of a deepening rm ml fissure 
in our society." said Rev. Vivian. 
“ Hate group activity is not a 
passing fad, and incidents of 
violent bigotry and nightriding in­
crease in such an atmosphere "

Lyn Wells, exei utive direr tor of 
the Center for De x:ra,i( Renew 
al. believes that America is in 
the midst of a i risis ol direi tion. 
There is an increasing contention 
for the hearts and minds of the 
American people Ixrtween those 
who defend the best ideals of 
democracy, pluralism and em­
powerment of our i itizenry — and 
those who have turned Io scape­
goating. Both the Radical Right 
and the more respei table 'New- 
Right would return our country to 
a period when ai < ess to demo­
cracy was most restricted and

exclusionary."
Countering wha, the Center 

calls "the politics of fear.” i, will 
continue to assis, victims of racial 
or religious attacks, and to press 
for prosecution of violent bigots. 
Vivian announced a major expan­
sion of the Center s research and 
monitoring activities, including 
establishment of a new office in 
the Midwest, the site of an alarm­
ing rise of Radical Right-wing 
propaganda and recruitment a- 
mong desperate family farmers. 
Leonard Zeskind has been named 
the Center's director of research 
and will head its ansas City 
operation.

The CDR will expan I its public 
information operation with the 
publication of a bi-monthly report. 
The Monitor, and will announce a 
major Conference on the "politics 
of fear.” to be held in Washing­
ton. IX :. in the fall of 1986 Inten­
sive briefings fi < hurch, civil 
rights, and otla irganizations 
will lead up to tin .jor meeting

The Center's Im.ird of directors 
includes representatives from 
such organizations as the United 
Methixiist Church the Southern 
Christian Leadership Conference. 
Klanwatch. the National Educa­
tion Association, the National 
Organization for Women and the 
YWCA Over 80 groups are now
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