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EDITORIAL/OPINION

Dr. King’s unfinished business

This nation has just completed the first
national observance honoring the late Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr. Dr. King is the
first Black American to be honored with a
national holiday. Such an honor is befit-
ting an individual of Dr. King's caliber; he
represented everything good for which
we as humans should try to attain. Dr.
King devoted his entire adult life to the
cause of justice and equality for all. He
encouraged Blacks and others to fight for
their natural rights through non-violent
means.

Although Blacks have made progress
since Dr. King's death, and overt acts of
racism have all but disappeared, Dr.
King's dream is far from finished. Today
millions of Blacks live in a sea of poverty
in the wealthiest nation in the history of
the world. The poverty rate for Black and
Hispanic youths under 18 is 46.5 and 39
percent, respectively. Almost half of all
Black children live below the poverty
level.

Drug addiction, Black on Black crime,
teen pregnancies, and poor health among
Blacks have reached crisis proportions.
To make matters worse, the Reagan ad-
ministration, led by Attorney General
Edwin Meese, William Bradford Rey-
nolds, head of the Civil Rights Division of
the Justice Department, and U.S. Civil
Rights Commission Chairman Clarence

Pendleton have been weakening this
country’s civil rights laws.

Reagan’s civil rights record is the worst
of any president since Rutherford B.
Hayes. His Justice Department is claiming
that present Affirmative Action programs
discriminate against white males. In fact,
many believe that administration is wait-
ing for Dr. King's celebration to pass, so
the President can modify or eliminate an
executive order which prevents discrimi-
nation against minorities in awarding
federal contracts.

Blacks must exercise their rights to
stop this trend. The administration's
assault on civil rights is eroding the social
and economic conditions of Blacks, and in
the process, creating racial tension
throughout the nation.

Blacks still lack basic economic rights,
the most important of these are essential
equality in access to employment at all
levels. Dr. King realized this; it was while
participating in a campaign of Black
sanitation workers for decent wages that
Dr. King was assassinated in Memphis.

Economic equality is a necessary con-
dition for furthering and safeguarding the
gains of the civil rights movement, for
making real the formal political and
social equality now inscribed in law. Until
these problems are solved, Dr. King's
dream will remain unfinished.

EDITORIAL/COMMENTARY

Justice is served in Seattle

Recently a federal grand jury in Seattle
returned a guilty verdict against 10 neo-
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heinous of these bombings occurred Sept.

by Steven Bailey N.D.

Healthwatch

Endometriosis—an alternative approach

by Cheryl Smalley
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In just these few months since
beginning food distribution, we,
that is to say, all of yvou have
helped put much needed food in
over 900 homes in our city. To
some, it wasn't much, but to many
it was just what was needed

I'he need for food is never end-
ing to many
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bagging the food and having only
limited space to store things (one
refrigerator and freezer), and a
short time to do it in due to our
regular church services.

We are in the process of start-
ing our building fund project. We
hope to raise enough funds this
vear to build a new church and to
continue in the Lord's work. This
will house a larger food bank with
the much needed storage space

X Nazi defendants. The jury ruled that each 15, 1963. in Birmingham, AL. A dynamite PETERS
e dnfnm!um. was guilty of conspiracy and  bomb exploded during services at the Dayton Dy News
8 el racketeering charges. All were members 16th Street Baptist Church, killing four
3 of a hate group known as the Order. Black girls in a dressing room in the = —
X, S According to federal prosecutors, this  basement. This tragic incident went un-
A racist group committed a variety of solved until Nov. 18, 1977. when a Ku Klux
o crimes including counterfeiting, murder  Klan member. Robert E. Chambliss was MRS MANDELA !
= and armed robbery. Members of the convicted of first-degree murder. It was - /’
group were also trying to overthrow the revealed during Chambliss' trial that \s VIOLATTNG OUR ’
e U.S. government and establish a white former FBI director |. Edgar Hoover c V
e hu.mulund in its place. stalled the 16th Street investigation by ‘ jL WHlTesl /i
3, lhe guilty verdict by the Seattle jury failing to give information to state prose- ‘ \_/
el should serve as & warning to other hate cutors concerning the bombing. ‘
groups that violence and racist behavior Federal prosecutors handling the Order
will not be tolerated in a civilized society.  case upheld the Constitution by present-
. I'.quflllv important, the guilty verdicts by ing evidence beyond a reasonable doubt,
l!m jury will hnl[) restore faith in the jus- that members of this group were involved
" tice system; in the past federal prosecu- in violent acts directed against Blacks,
o tors were reluctant to bring charges Jews, other minorities and U.S. govern-
% against hate groups such as the Order ment officials. The jury heard the evi-
and thu Ku Klux Klan. dence and returned a proper verdict of
‘ I)urmu Blacks' struggle for civil rights  guilty, and in the process, justice was
; in this country, Black churches and served.
» ’
homes were bombed by the Klan. Many of
] - -
™ " - - - - - - - - s —
4 $15 tor one year d
$2% 101 two years
PORTIAND OBSERNER Letters to the Editor
.'.‘ 0 s —_——— T ———————— — — -
. - mo - -
4\ s rEn f_‘ o ;n“ g E‘ o G The Observer welcomes letters to the editor. Letters showld We reserve the right to edirt for length. Mail to: Portland
. i f; B4 S ; __:'i g be typed or neatly printed and signed with the author's Observer, P.O. Box 3137, Portland, OR 97208
y '»:,..,.,. s o g D~ > name and address (addresses are not usually published)
S s - | b o
52 3
‘ TY A d sl -
A L __ AR T S Food Bank update
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4237 N. Mississippi, wish to thank tions center where everyone can come
e each and every one of you who At present, those who have to worship, fellowship, and to
7 has helped to make our food bank come here see we are working in  learn about the Lord.
4 sl Portland Observer WU KW, a big success our small church, sorting and This saving station will attempt

to meet the total needs of the
community.

Anyone wishing to donate food
be a worker, donate funds, or just
inquire about our church, please
contact:

Leon Limbrick |r
Community Coordinator
Christ Memorial COGI(

4237 N. Mississippi
Portland, OR 97212
288-1400
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