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,The Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr. = Synagogues urged to observe -
Martin Luther King Sabbath,
Reaffirm Black-Jewish ties

-

“If you think I came to tell you

k IO imte Whlte people, IThe Amenican Jewish Hernitage Committee (AJHC) appealed to L
YIAROR UC nroughout the naton to designate Jan. 17-18 or Jan. 24-25 as
you have (he Wrong ’nan. “Martin Luther King Sabbat} and ""to rehgiously celebrate Dr, King's birth ’
" Eea day, recall | gacy 1o his people and to all Amencans, and reaffirm Black
Our goal is not to defeat or humiliate jewish relatio
Dr. King's birthday lan. 15, 1929 ww a national holhiday, to be ob
the white ,nan served thas vear Jan. 20. The oy ghis leader was slain in 1968 :
’ Toencourage Jewish religious observance, Rabbi William Berkowitz,
but [O Wl‘n hisfriendghip and love g nat ull 4 I I the AJHC, has sent to some 3,000 Conservative, Or p
. thodox and Retorm rabt L sample sermon, program deas, and suggestec
i ind rading
The matenals include an array of projects that synagogues can undertake d
- . = to help carry on Dr. King's work. Among them are Black-Jewish dialogues,
—The Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr. nchanges with Black Wilnlsiers, Joint ralies on Musan rightt (IRENS
J At or S lews and So Afnican Blacks), and fund-raising
ctiorts f NMa | her King Center | Non-violent Social Action in
Atlanta, which is headed by Dr. King's widow, Coretta Scott King '
Rabbi Berkow Hs0 asked the rabbis to consider holding study sessions
witl her Jewish and Black d il ¢s as the bibhical basis ol
by Governor Vic Ativeh nan nghts, sovia t ind tl t the clergy, and the future of Black
Not only were Blacks hke Mrs. Parks expected to give up their seats to Jew clations
: whites, but Mrs. Parks also could not eat in the taural I the department -
Seventeen years ago, | chipped a newspaper story that quoted a number of . . 3 =
Oregon grade-school pupils on their Chnstmastime prayers to God Hore where she worked
Some of the children were thankful for their blessings, one asked for a Nor “": '{I\T rh”m:l'”hml:'”h”"“” :““[‘“ - _ . ¢ ¢ ‘
doll, and another asked that his uncle not be hurt in Vietnam e \ \ - : - - ..\“\‘I‘. _' _\”_ '”_' "f: “' .“.. g _ vou o) Klng——— a mOdern
1 was struck by the prayer of a five-year-old boy named Clifton Clark, I'"“ y umh:n. !“1(_\' '”"]I the .;.\\ler..\_. """"'I Y . A 4 i
who said, “'God, give me a good day —just a good day.”" He was Black '\‘_. \"_Nl .' .“_. ¢ Prize ' '_“'l' : ::: e —— ’ . ' . b B )
oty sy o i e isicn W Enarie P, .. Moses for his people.
of the Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr. in Memphis b [ ‘-rl:.j..r.u - .,I.m. m‘.m of I.... '-.‘.-.‘ hes I.n ng ha ) and }
I filed the item in my desk at the Capitol, and remembered 1t the other day A e " Bl L 2
as | considered the new national hohiday, honoring King, which we will ot Ddsconiaticd AR B L, o b rahn
> testimony to his humility. He says that one example was a time when King ) . - >
celebrate on Jan. 20 watled untl last 1o board a 12-passenger con Her arpla 1} ” 8 Dr. King a ' modern Moses for his people, Rabbi
The civil rights struggle of King and others, begun in earnest with a Mont fortable seat near the door of the plane Berkow ud tt vil nighits leader “*did not view has struggle as a Black
gomery, AL, bus boycott in 1955, was asking for exactly that: “‘a good day"’ M eamearenalons Bose il s Sl L L b it as a human ¢ aganst all racism.’
o let K t hd b But King .~.i«.||-.\!h|l|;' f‘h: passive 1in mohizing tl A \ W : . work, Rabbi Berkowitz called for a reaffirmation
As we prepare for the first time to celebrate King's birthday, we have a b th iohi L of 16 nd 1} nz R " . ! 5 wonship between Blacks and Jews. “*Far more unites our commun
chance to give it the significance that some of our hohdays may have lost I_'I\ . (‘ Vil Rights Act oF 1966 and the | e R . » : 1 han divid her he sand o
I encourage Oregonians to observe the day in a way that reflects the goals ““‘!VL\'{‘"“"J H‘.". '”l‘“"' I.\th tlfk“r..“ll \p‘ -y .“.l... - W ! continue to involve our religious institutions and leaders in
of equal rights for each and every Amenican s '1"| ll: fll"ll ' H\: I\t“ 'IT"r_"'I‘ _J v '_ Urea e Dr. Berkowitz declared, “*and we must all fight racism and violence
I'hat may mean attending a community celebration that honors King's y "!I‘ S I'L '“‘I" N Viemoral (0 a massiy ’ A X M @ 1 He pointed out that Dr. King “rejected the notion that
life. Or reading something about King and talking about him at the dinner i.'mn | .1'-.-,Iuln, \‘|.|.i l\:'m- .| .h.‘ I \ il \ lay hiv . . hould be confined to the sanctuary.’ and said that D hmy-'-. PO
table. Or flying the American flag outside your home or business ' \.J..“... '.'_I'I r.-‘---‘ Il\r "‘ \‘ | nOt be judged by g . "y f o ited the witness that an individual can make by taking on moral YEER .
Although slain at age 39, Martin Luther King, Jr. left lessons enough for o : I,;T'..”'. tl |' "r;'l',';;{;‘;““w Oregonian featured in tl . 1 clipped in responsibility WY
all of us. g . W “‘ s 4 ek ko it he AJHO dent noted that Dr. King “*believed that violence in the - "
Among them are lessons in seizing opportumties, in developing and using : ~m|.i;-l.l1l1\u;--: 2 achool Sus fus ihe Porehing Pud PR it - pursuit of his goals was both wrong and ineffective. He also realized that the ‘,_." o
our God-given skills to help humanity, and in fighting inhumanity without FiBapittirpores iyl w ..1' et A . achievement of human rights were dependent on a feshuva—a change in at :‘, _
fesorting to violence. On the King hohday, Clark says, he hopes people w lown and think tudes and actions—and not just in legislation.”" Rabbi Berkowitz added _j'.i_ »
A Baptist minister in Montgomery, King had been influenced by his B e AL Al S| He recognized that the final goal was to bring an end to fear, prejudice . '.,_:
clergyman father and by Gandhi, who died while King was a college under : s ; = and irrationality —the barniers to true integration 5 A
graduate. King was only 26 when he responded to the courage of Rosa Parks, a Hlx-\.\ e e e i e i i . S Ihe American Jewish Heritage Committee is committed to building a =
department store seamstress, who refused to give up her seat on a Montgomery it bisiiare & Panad dav™ S 'l Fegonians of a I'-.. & arou I'. E5 more moral society, [ts headqguarters are in New York ',-_:.;
bus to a white man. o
7 K
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Dr. Martin Luther King Day is declared in Israel 3
,. y v
E In recognition of the first ned, including the naming ol a street ton on Jan. 15, Leading figures from v 3
§ celebration of the new American for Dr. King in Jerusalem and a cere the Black. Jewish. and general com . : : VR
H federal holiday honoring Dr. Martin mony at the Dr. Marun Luther King, munities will be invited to participate IS"” hak’(’ a df‘(’anl I(J(fal' ’ha’ one (lav (h(’ HlduS'ff'l(’.S' A
a Luther King, Jr., Israel’s President Jr. Memonial Forest. All events will I'his will be the second consecutive - - .* . : >
Chaim Herzog has declared Jan. 20,  be open (o the Isracli and inter-  year in which such an embassy event of Appalachia will be revitalized, and the empty AT
1986 to be Dr. Martin Luther King, national media will be held. In the first one held last SN 2 . - iy
Jr. Day in Israel. In advance of Israel’s own celebra-  January, several hundred prominent stomachs of Mississippi will be filled, and brotherhood o o
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. has tions of Dr. King's birthday, the Em mericans ioined with Israeli citizens . . ’ . ¥ iie
s Bt Ao M Duoey of lsrasl—topether with 1he bt D Kl will be more than a few words at the end of a prayer, but
JEE " oS (S gve  Martla Luther King, Jr. Federal In honoring Dr. Martin Luthes rather the first order of business on every legislative i
nghts movement in the United States, Hohday Commission, the Jewish King, Jr a great American and - LN
his frequently demonstrated friend National Fund, the International great humanitanan leader in the agen(ia. Y ey
ship for the Jewish people, Zionism, Association of Official Human Rights  gryggele for human dignity — Israel g 2 v L
and the State of Israel, and his Agencies, and the America-Israel il be joining the United States in Martln Luthef Klng, Jl’, — 1% ¥
eloquent rejection of anti-semitism in Friendship League—will host a keeping his message alive &
all its forms. His tragic assassination special commemoration in Washing .
in 1968 caused deep anguish among L
© all Israelis. Only ten days before his .
© untimely death, Dr. King declared:
(‘ I see Israel, and never mind saving f .
= it, as one of the great oulposts of '
if democracy in the world, and a mar- i
~  velous example of what can be done, H 1 K }ze D A 1 .
ﬁ how desert land almost can be trans- ep wp t ream lve
. formed into an oasis of brotherhood - H 1
Y and democracy. Peace for Israel m mre anh usin th'S event.
means security and that security mus!
be a reality. .
In tribute to Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr., a special memorial forest .
bearing his name was planted in 1976 Singlng
in the Galilee, near Nazareth: it now
consists of over 10,000 trees and is Talks
owin constantly as both .
'Armencgans and Israelis plant ad Excerpts ffom famOUS
ditional trees in his memory “' Have a Dream" speech T .
On Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr
Day, Israel’s highest political body, 5
the Knesset, will hold in his honor a . "
special afternoon session, which will BWthdaY Cake W]" be Served
be opened by the Speaker of the 2

In observance of

MARTIN LUTHER KING DAY

The staff of the

Brandel’s Foods, Inc.

Serving the community as Alameda Foods * Killingsworth Foods

2416 N.E. Fremont* 1616 N.E. Killingsworth

Knesset and will be followed by a

reception in the Knesset’s Chagall January 19, 3:00 p.m.
iy s e v Greater Solid Rock COGIC

dent of the State, members of the
Government of Israel and the 17[5 NE Dekum Street
Knesset, key Israeli public figures,
American diplomats, representatives

from the general diplomatic com- Gu%t Speaker

muni'y, and representatives of every

Americ tion with offices in
R Margaret Carter
Schools and universities in Israel R tatlve

are expected to commemorate the day
with special programs which will pay
tribute to Dr. Martin Luther King's
life and works.

Other activities are also being plan-
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