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ERNAN SAVERY

Black Nicaraguan leader speaks at Church

by Jerryv Garner

“Blacks have been struggling tor
their independence in the Canibbeans
and on the cast t of Nicaragua
since the days of slavery,” said Ernan
Savery

Savery made this statement Sunday
at Maranatha Church to an audience
of about 60 people. Mr. Savery s on a

national tour of the Umited States, the
ttle of his speech was " The Atlantic
Coast of Nicaragua: Cultural and
Political Perspectives.”” Savery's visil
to Portland was sponsored by the
American Friends Service Commuttee
and the Oregon Rainbow Coalition
Savery told the audience if one is to
understand the
Nicaragua, one must know and un

present issues in
derstand the past history of that coun
try. According to Savery, Blacks
living in Nicaragua have always had
one common struggle, that being the
pohitical struggle. **Slavery was a
political system, it was a system that
led to capitalism and imperialism. "’
Savery Blacks came 1o
Nicaragua around the 1620s when

said

cotton and sugar cane were planted by
the Puritans. Slave ships from Cuba,
Haiti, and Jamaica were sailing near
Nicaragua. One slave ship stopped on
of Nicaragua and

This, sand Savery,

cncounter

the middle coast
slaves came ashore
was the hirst
Blacks and Miskitu Indians
said there is an ethnic relation be
tween Blacks and the Miskitu Indians
During this time, some Black slaves
fled from Jamacia and settled in the
bluffs of Bluefield

Later pirates captured some of
to the

between

Savery

them and took them back
island. The Blacks who weren't cap
tured were helped by a Dutch pirate
named Levitt, In turn the slaves guard-
ed Levitt’s treasures which he stole
from the Spanish. **Blacks were be
tween two swords: they were
threatened by slavery from the east,
and the Spanish from the west,"" said
Savery

Under the Samoza regime, Blacks
and other Nicaraguans were stull
fighting for political rights

Savery was a teacher at the time
Samoza was president. He and other
teachers were labeled communists and
revolutionists. Savery said, **When
Samoza was |\l’l‘\ld|.'lll, Blacks in
Nicaragua went up only to the sixth
grade." With help from a Catholic
priest, they started a high school for
Blacks.

In 1978, Savery and two priests
who were anthropologists founded
the Culture of History Institute of the
Atlantic Coast of Nicaragua in
Bluefield, Nicaragua. Savery said that
in spite of the Black’s struggle in
Nicaragua, they have kept some of
their African and indigenous culture

“The Samoza government didn't
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do anything for Blacks, they took
land awayv from Blacks, and becan
very brutal to them. Kids were beatl
by his troops so Black

coast deaided to hight aga

Samoza government ™’

Savery said under the Samoza d
tatorshup, over hall ot Nicaragua
chnldren were undernounshed. ' 11
Sandimistas have cut infant morta

by over one-thurd,’” according 1o

Savery

No amount of U.S. funding of the
Contras 15 gomng to topple the
Nicaraguan government or make

nonrevolutionary,’” says Savery

Intrastate telephone rates go down

local rates will rise

Public Utilities Commussioner Gene
Maudlin has approved a plan which
will reduce long-distance telephone
rates within Oregon and increase local
rates for most telephone compames in
the state. The changes will take place
Jan. 1.

Under the plan proposed by Pacific
Northwest Bell Telephone Co. (PNB)
and the
Telephone Association, intrastate toll

Oregon  Independent
rates will drop between 3 and 11 per
cent, depending on the calling dis
tance

Most local phone companies will
increase local rates between 25 cents
and $2 a month to make up for
revenue losses that will occur because
of the lower toll rates

I'he local rate increase will allow
PNB to reduce rates on long-distance
calls it handles within the state begin
ning Jan. 1. PNB
distance traffic for the independent

carries long
companies as well, so their rates also
will fall

Maudlin said public hearings on the
rate changes will be conducted early in
1986. The PNB increase will be sub
ject I'he independent
phone company rates could be ad

to refund

justed, but the companies’ revenues
will equal their additional costs

Maudlin also has asked the PU(
stall to conduct an investigation and
public hearings into the possibility of
providing rate rehef for low-income
elderly residential customers who
cannot afford to pay the rising
telephone service costs.

The Federal Communications
Commission (FCC) has approved a
lifeline-type plan which could
eliminate charges ordered by the FC(
for certain single-line residential
customers, such as low-income per
sons. The FCC ordered a $1 charge
on residential customers last June; an
additional $1 will take effect next
June.

Maudlin said he has asked his staff
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Free day at
Forestry Center

Are your kids going stir-crazy after
nearly two weeks of Chrnistmas vaca
hon? Or mavbe you need a break
from the tedium at work or at |

Come join us at the Forestry (
on Fnday, Jan. 3 for an enterta
and educational day at no cost to y
That's night: it's Free Admi e Da
at the Forestry Center Jan. 3, |
am.-3 p.m

Arrive by 10 a.m. and we will oft
you warm refreshments and pastric
in conjunction with the unveiling

the Forestry Center's new name

The Forestry Center feature

exhibits unhke any other on eartl
from the 70-foot talking tree to th
priceless Jessup Wood Collection witl

its more than SO0 species of wood. Of
special interest is a spectacular preser
tation, Forests of the World, an 18
minute, multi-media show which
recently won an international award
for its scnpt

The Forestry Center i1s located at
4031 S.W. Canyon Road in Portland,
near the Zoo and OMSI. For more in

formation, call (503) 228-1367

Hock Shop

' FOR SALE

Leather coats, $10- 320
Bikns §15 860

580 NE Union - 287-6330
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IERE'S YOU

I'he w ¢ world COMINg Oregon's economic growth
to the 1956 World Exposition because the Oregon Pavilion
in Vancouver, B.C'. Canada designed to attract new busing

We'll be there with our ver and tourism to Oregon
own exhibition. The Ore | And, with the same stroke
Pavilion of your pen, vou'll be signing

Our purpose 1s quite simply vour name to history
to stop the world. And owr For as little as 38,60, vou
reason equaltly nple name (orthe name of the person
If we don't stop the world at ot desiegnate) will be on
Expo 86, the world won't stoj public display at the Oregon
it O 1 Pavilion, along with all the

You can he P make that ther Oregomans who help

ippen. All it take 1 stroke bring Oregon to the world
i vour indd the world to Ore

With a st Ker ol i pen You won't have an
vou |l be sendin I tax opportunity ke this for
deductible donation to support the rest ol the centun
the Ure n Pa it | X[ Bt Don’t mi t tor

With a stroke of your pen, the world
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Please make your check pavable to Oregon Expo B8 m .
And mail to: Oregon Expo 86, 1.0 Box 1TMMN), .
Salem, OR #7309 .
.-.-.-.---...---..-....-.-.‘

'‘RCHANCE TO STOP THE WORLD.
AND SIGN YOUR NAME TO HISTORY.

OREGON. A WORLD STOPPER.



