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Young agent looks out for stars’ interests

by Robert Lothian The company's Willas Center Helping iny a
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his boyhood idol, Jerry West well,"” Jordan sand and puonist kelly Max

Jordan, 29, founder of Jordan En
terprises, Ltd. in Portland, agents for
professional sports players and enter
tainers, said he had a poster of West
on his bedroom wall as a boy growing
up in the Los Angeles area

“He was the greatest guard 1o ever
play the game,”" Jordan savd about
West. But his high opimion of the
I akers' general manager didn’t stop
Jordan from engaging in a hittle
“yvelhing and screaming’ as they sat

across the conference table from each

other dunng contract negotiations

As in all such transactions,
management wants o keep its costs as
low as possible while maintaiming a
winmng team, and the player must
look out for himselt

Which 1s where the agent comes in
Jordan, an Oregon State Unmiversity
(OSL)) business graduate and tormer
guard on the OSU basketball team,
with a law degree trom the University
of Oregon and a career background in
accounting, brought his quahifications
and his business sense to the table for
Green. It went trom dol worship to
just the basic reahities of business,”” he
saund about negotiating with West

“You have to tread water softly,
and 1ts not always good to say what
you know,"" he said about contract
negotiating

And sometimes there's no alter
native but to get tough: Jordan sad at
one point he threatened to pull out of

negotiations and “'go eat ltahan

food”" —play basketball in Furope, to
win the contract for Green. “*You
don't let people walk over vou,”" he
il

Hut the strategy paid ot Jordan
won tor Green a tour-year contract
far in excess of the $750,000 reported
in the Oregoman. A true bargainer,
he wouldn't divulge the exact higure,
bt he did say the contract gives the

voung star, who's home s Portland I P
B |utter Sugar Sweet potat
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Black Educational
Center fund raiser

For the fourth year, supporters ol
the Black Edu | Center Schox
will gather for an evemung ol fine

a rted cheeses and mu
raise money for the 1S-year-old in

on. Co-hosting this vear event

are Mr. Carl and the Honorable Mer

edes Derz and Mrs. Lilhan Crumble

and Mrs. Margie Keller. The benefit
will be held on Friday, Dec. 13, fron
m. at SO47 N b, Cleveland
Ave. Tickets are $15.00 ($10.00 15 tax

deductible)
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AMERICAS BLACK COLLEGES
ARE YOU SMART ENOUGH TO GO?
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