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Young agent looks out for stars' interests
by Rotten l  oltuun

When he negotiated the contract 
fo i I os Angeles I akers rookie A.C . 
Green, 1 eon Jordan, Jr. found him­
self doing some hard bargaining with 
his boyhood idol, Jerry West

Jordan, 29, founder o f Jordan En­
terprises, I td. in Portland, agents for 
professional sports players and enter 
tamers, said he had a poster o f West 
on his bedrixim wall as a boy growing 
up in the I os Angeles area.

“ He was the greatest guard to ever 
play the gam e," Jordan said about 
West But his high op in ion  o f the 
1 akers' general manager d idn 't slop 
Jordan from  engaging in a little  
"ye lling  and scream ing" as they sat 
across the conference table from each 
other during contract negotiations.

As in a ll such transactions, 
management wants to keep its costs as 
low as possible while maintaining a 
winning team, and the player must 
look out for himselt

Which is where the agent comes in. 
Jordan, an Oregon Slate University 
(OSU) business graduate and former 
guard on the OSU basketball team, 
with a law degree from the University 
of ( Jregon and a career background in 
accounting, brought his qualifications 
and his business sense to the table for 
Green " I t  went from idol worship to 
just the basic realities of business," he 
said about negotiating with West

"Y o u  have to tread water softly, 
and its not always good to say what 
you kn o w ," he said about contract 
negotiating.

And sometimes there's no alter 
native but to get tough: Jordan said at 
one point he threatened to pull out of 
negotiations and "g o  eat Ita lian  
food" plav basketball in Europe, to 
win the contract fo r Green. "Y o u  
don't let people walk over yo u ," he 
said

But the strategy paid o il  Jordan 
won for Green a four-year contract 
tar in excess ol the $750,(MM) reported 
in the Oregonian A true bargainer, 
he wouldn't divulge the exact figure, 
but he did say the contract gives the 
young star, who's home is Portland, 
tour sears ot security with a winning 
team Green is the highest paid 
rookie ever in his position, he is tied 
fo r th ird  place among rookies fo r 
scoring and rebounds, and he is 
averaging 22 minutes of playing tune 
pei game. " A  rook ie  playing 22 
minutes per game, tha t's  unheard 
o f,"  Jordan said.

He described Greeri as the fo u n ­
dation ol his business "H e 's going to 
be a superstar," Jordan said

Another o f Jordan's clients is 
Trailblazer star Mycal I hompson. for 
whom he negotiated a third contract 
Jordan has also acted as I hompson’s 
financial consultant and legal adviser, 
helping the star out o f the bad rap 
given him by his form er agent, 
Gregory Hughes. Tor sw indling 
Thompson. Hughes received a 15- 
year sentence, but I hompson ended 
up in debt.

Jordan pulled together a team o f 
law vers and accountants and spent IK 
months stra ightening out the 
situation “ I was more or less the per 
son assigned to unspiri the web o f 
problems around M yca l,”  Jordan 
said " I t  got me into the business."

W uh nine clients and a staff o f six, 
Iordan said his two-year old business 
will six<n be agents for a I os Angeles 
gospel group Having a sp iritua l 
foundation is the first thing he lists 
among suggestions for sports stars

1 he company s Willamette ( enter 
offices look out over the Portland 
skyline A photograph in Jordan's ot 
fice honors his lather, a former high 
school principal in Watts " I t  I can do 
half as good as he did, I ' l l  he doing 
well,’ ’ Jordan said.

B utter Sugar Sweet potatoes, Hour «uid eggs For most of us, 
they re only ingredients But tor Mary McLeod Bethune, who 
founded Bethune Cookman college by selling sweet potato pies, 
these common staples were the makings of a great college and 
a great future for Bkick people
ollowing Mary Bethunes reape tor success, Black colleges and 
universities are making the most ot the talent, intelligence and 
determination of thousands ot students. In this unique environ 
merit, students are encouraged to fully express <ill of their abilities 
As scholars Athletes Musicians I eaders At Bkick colleges, there 
is no ceiling on achievement, no gcxil is too far fetched
nd from the graduate classroom to the corporate conference 
room, that spint of resourcefulness and achievement is a lasting 
benefit to the graduates ot Black colleges and those who live and 
work with them Is it any wonder that, though they enroll only 
16% of Bkick college students, Black colleges produce 37% of 
all Black college graduates?

[w jh e n  you re considering colleges, why not consider the ones that 
gave us Martin Luther King, Jr, Thurgood Marshall and Aidrew 
Vining ’ It you're out to make something speckil of your life. Black 
colleges can really get you cixiking
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Helping Jordan in the company arc 
in house counsel < harles Smith, in 
vestment planner W illiam  McShane, 
public relations director W anda Ir 
sing, executive assistant Kun Jordan, 
executive secletary Annette Petett, 
and receptionist Kells Maxes
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AMERICAS BLACK COLLEGES 
ARE YOU SMART ENOUGH TO GO?
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Black Educational 
Center fund raiser

I or the fourth year, supporters ol 
the Black Educational Center School 
w ill gather fo r an evening o f fine 
wine, assorted cheeses and music to 
raise money fo r the 15-ycar-old in ­
stitution. Co-hosting this year's event 
are Mr. Carl and the Honorable Mer­
cedes Dei/ and Mrs Lillian Crumble 
and Mrs. Margie Keller The benefit 
will be held on Triday, Dec 13, from 
7 to 10 p in at 5047 N I . Cleveland 
Ave Tickets arc $15.00 ($10.00 is tax 
deductible).

I he schixil is located in northeast 
Portland and throughout its fifteen 
sear history has provided educational 
and cu ltu ra l leadership throughout 
the Pacific Northwest. 1 he schixil o f­
fers a high quality academic program 
for students in kindergarten through 
fo u rth  grade The m a jo rity  o f its 
young students recently scored in the 
top percentile o f a national 
achievement test, many o f them ac­
com plish ing this one grade level 
higher than their current grade

Tor luther inform ation, please call 
Joyce Harris at the Bl.uk I ducational 
< entei, 2K4-9552.

A jewel on N E Alberta Street, would be an accurate statement to 
describe the Olympian Fitness Center at 1829 N E Alberta St (on the 
northwest comer of 19th and Alberta)

What is true economic development lor a community or neigh 
borhood?

When citizens can pool their resources to provide services, products, 
jobs and serious commitment to compete w ith other similar 
businesses that’s true economic development

Martin Mentzer purchased and renovated an old building known now 
at 1829 N E Alberta He used his own hands, along with the hands of his 
brother He also involved local citizens, hired people who might not 
otherwise be working Junior Johnson has worked hard and used his 
talent in the services provided at the Olympian Fitness Center Jeanette 
Carr, nurse, has recently joined the service providers at the Olympian Fit 
ness Center There has been over 400 children participating in youth ac 
trvities in the gym at the center

Lorenzo Ghilien, world renowned artist, visited the center and was 
totally impressed with the quality of the renovation and services provided 
at the center

Thomas Boothe, through A D.S . will be adding some management 
services along with seminars on health mind over matter concepts and 
principles

The Olympian Fitness Center has grown to attract people who 
recognize the quality of the physical building, as well as the quality in the 
services being provided from within the building

The Olympian Fitness Center represents true economic development 
for citizens living near 19th and Alberta Street in Portland, Oregon
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