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fre d d ye  Pele lt returned fro m  her 
t r ip  to  the N a iro b i XX om e n 's  (.'on 
lerenee impressed w ith  how li t t le  is 
wasted bs women in Africa

D u ring  a side tr ip  fro m  N a iro b i, 
Petett said she witnessed wom en in 
a kens a v illa g e  c u rry in g  w ater fo r 
three miles I nder those conditions, 
"X  on don 't waste i t , "  she said

Petett said she was also impressed 
w ith  how m uch tim e  is spent bs 
women to gather firew isod. the main 
cook ing  fue l in mans th ir d  W o rld  
countries " f o o d  is grown anywhere 
there is a p lo t o l land Ihes can take 
care o l , "  she said

R e tu rn ing  to  the I n ited  States, 
Petett said the relative wastefulness in 
Am erica  showed in s ta lk  rebel 
“ How we use water around the house 
Iras changed."

I he form er d irector ot the I rb.in 
I eague in P o rtland  repotted  on her 
trip  in (ills to Nairobi, kensa, in fas t 
Xlnc.i, and Iso is  I  oast and Senegal 

in XX exl M r ic a  to a meet in g o! the 
W o rld  \ f l a i r s  t o u n c il o l O regon 
Nos 12

I he main theme o f  the conference 
overall, she said, was " to  make peace 
a p rio rity  issue,”  One o f the benefits 
ot the conference, w h ich  discussed 
issues and fo rm ula ted policies a ffec­
ting  women th rou gh  the year 2(HM), 
she said, was m ak ing  con tac t w ith  
women fro m  a ll oser the w o rld . " I  
base them  a ll co m p u te rized  and I 
have ins mailing lis t."  Petett said She 
hopes to exchange in fo rm ation  about 
how women plan their time and about 
d iffe rent methods o f management in 
the various countries

1 he conference was actua lls  tw o  
con fe rences— the one lo r  o f f ic ia l 
I N delegates on one side ot Nairobi 
and another for non delegates on the 
other side ot town, Petett said

Since she had press creden tia ls  
from  the O regonian, Petett said she 
was able Io a ttend the o f f ic ia l con 
lerenee lo r an a tte rn o o n  She 
described the presen ta tion  bs t S 
delegate M aureen Reagan as disap 
p o in tin g  " I  sen though there  are 
things le ll to be done, women in the 
I s are in great s h a p e ,"  Petett 
paraphrased the president's daughter. 
And regarding illiteracs. " In  our own

co u n try , w e 've got it licked , th a t ’ s 
exactly what she said I hat's the kind 
o f in fo rm a t io n  ou r de lega tion  was 
putting o u t."

About hall o f  the o ffic ia l delegates 
were men. accord ing to Petett, who 
said the unoffic ia l conference ottered 
m ore con tac t w ith  in te rn a tio n a l 
women

In  spite o f d iffe rences, discussion 
was reasonable at most o f the dozens 
o f workshops, except tor the one on 
Israel P alestine, w h ich  had to  be 
ca lled  o f f  when a sho u tin g  m atch 
dcse lopcd , she said. I ro n ic a lly ,  
"S om e o f the workshops relating to 
peace had more tension in them than 
others," she said

Many more women attended than 
were p lanned fo r ,  so housing and 
group size were problem s, she said 
" I f  there was anything negative about 
the conference it was that there was 
never a g roup  sm all enough so you 
d idn 't have to yell across so you could 
be heard "  And there weren't enough 
translators, which meant that she only 
unde rs tood  "a b o u t  every ten th  
word "

I alkm g to women at the conferen

ce abou t socia l services in va rious  
countries made her realize the unpor 
tance o f  com m un ity  social services, 
fa m ilie s , churches and schools, in 
s u p p o rtin g  young w om en in P o rt 
land "P a r t ic u la r ly  in  the B lack 
com m unity it seems to  be something 
w e've go tten  away fro m  in recent 
years,”  she said

Petett said she has one more year to 
go on het three seat Kellogg founda  
non fe llo w s h ip  I he fe llow sh ip  has 
enabled her to take tunc o f f  from  her 
D  sear career in governm ent and 
non p ro fit agencies to travel and lake 
part in events like  ttie N a iro b i Con 
lerenee She has traveled to M exico, 
Mrica and Paris as a Kellogg I ellow, 

and she hopes to study art in I ondon 
Museums during tier thud veai

Petett has also s ta rted  a 
management consultant business in 
Portland she is currently reorganiz­
ing a city bureau and consulting tor a 
political campaign

" I  d id  leave a career and start a 
new one, at age 4(1 p lu s ,"  she said 
"  I he p o s itive  t il in g  is tha t I d o n 't  
have to be in n igh t m eetings any 
m ore ."
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Albina/lnterstate Theater Arts Festival: 1985
The D utchm an
by Imamu Baraka 

Director: Gene Hughes

H ow  Do You Do?
by Ed Bullins 

Director: Clarice Bailey

at the

Funnyhouse o f a Negro
by Adrienne Kennedy 

Director: Michael Grant

Interstate Firehouse Cultural Center 
NOVEMBER 22-DECEMBER 15

This festival is funded in part by 
the Metropolitan Arts Commission and 

the Oregon Arts Commission 

Special arrangements have been made with Samuel French, Inc

For Reservations Call the IFCC 243 7930 
Tickets House of Sound and at the door


