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said Portland Police Chief Penny
Harnington. Harnington made this
comment during the final session of a
three-day conterence of the North
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From time to time we highlight individuals in our community who
stand taller than others at the time

On Wednesday, November 20, 1985, | met with James Berry and
Michele Albert, but before | say much about them let me see if you can
remember as far back as the late 60s, say 1968 or 1969 or 1970 (the model
cites days, so to speak). OK, so you do or you do not, but anyway, un
der the model cities programs many programs were started using federal
dollars to organize and administrate the program (or concepts). One such
program was the Minority Contractors Association, known to us as the
Albina Contractors Association. Later there was the Northwest Contrac
tors Assn. and Contractors Management Assn, and also later and under
a different directive there were two or three forms of the National
Association of Minonty Contractors. None of these organizations exist as
a wiable force today

Approximately five years ago James Berry and Michele Albert
opened the Northeast Business Center in a building on Union Ave in
Northeast Portland which they renovated themselves

They reprasent the only minonty contractor plan center in our com
munity. Presently, they bought a building on North Killingsworth Street
still in the heart of our community, which they will name Kilingsworth
Plaza. The building at present, which they are continuing to renovate s
the offices of the N _E. Business Center, and the offices of Business Week
Northwest, which is a television program highlighting businesses
pnmanly located in our community (Altwna)

| was totally impressed, with the commitment and diligence of
James and Michelle. | could see the spirit of the B0s in therr eyes helping
the “'little guy.” While | was there, | saw several contractors, or | guess
some would call them “"handy men’ | but nevertheless, they were looking
for honest work, and James was able to helo them, moreover he gave
them hope and pnde which 1s what our people need

| remember a tew years ago, | used Robin Maytield and Al Winetield
ind they in turn hired other workers; between the two men they
renovated and painted the entire builldings of Exodus from 16th and
Alberta to 17th and Alberta, and the buillding on 15th and Killingsworth
These two men were proud of their work, and | was proud of our
relationship. Some of my funding sources were not very happy with my
internal community involvement and my nepotism. My belief is that all
across Amenca you can see real economic development by looking at the
internal prnide and commitment from withun a particular community or
nevghborhood

Obviously, | would hike to see more unity as far as economid
development s concemed within our community. | think an alhance be
tween Hepresentative Carter, Senator McCoy, Skip and Grace, would be
James and Michele, Skip

yood further think an alhance betweer
Grace, Anita, George Page and Art Alexander would be good. And fur
ther, | think that an alhance between the Black United Front, the
NAACP, and the Urban League would be good. Economic development
1s a lot different from social development. In social and political develop
ment, the pooling of \deas and service 18 mostly all that's needed; but in
aconomic development, the pooling of resources s what's needed

Under the title of Economic Development Phase | Albina, | would
hke to see a meeting happen between at least the above mentioned
people, but not imited to just them

If our community 18 to develop economically there must be clear
commumcation between the people who represent our community, and
Our community sernvices and the |,1ltb(l||nq of our resources to provide real

obs, services and products
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