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EDITORIAL/OPINION

Arbitrator ruling an insult
to Black community

T'he ruling by Arbitrator Paul Hanlon, rein-
stating the two officers who sold the “*Don’t
Choke "Em, Smoke "Em"" T-shirts is another in-
sult to the Black community.

Hanlon’s ruling last Wednesday means that
officers Paul Wickersham and Richard Montee
can return as police officers after they were fired
by Mavor Bud Clark for selling the T-shirts in
the downtown Justice Center on the day of Lloyd
D. Stevenson’s funeral.

Stevenson, who was married and the father of
five children, died when police applied the carotid-
artery hold on him in April during a disturbance
outside of a convenience store. A public inquest
jury ruled that Stevenson's death was the result
of criminal neghgent homicide. Later a Multno-
mah County Grand Jury refused to return an in-
dictment on any of the four officers involved in
Stevenson’s death,

I'his angered many Portlanders, especially
Black Portlanders. The Black community's anger
was justified, when one examines the history of
the behavior of individual officers on the Portland
Police Bureu towards Black citizens. The opossum
incident, the Special Investigation Division scan-
dal, the killing of Alberta Tate and the T-shirt
incident. Besides the above, law-abiding Blacks
must contend with the daily harassment by a
group of individual officers, who use their badges
as shields to commit criminal and racist acts upon
the Black community,

Hanlon's ruling reinstating the two officers did
not take into consideration the feelings of the
Black community. If it had, he would not have
ruled the way he did. Mr. Hanlon would have
seen a community that has been victim 1o exces-
sive use of force, racism, and harassment by in-
dividual police officers tor years,

T'his lack of justice for Black citizens in Port-

land has reached a critical stage. City officials, the
criminal justice system, and the police cannot ex-
pect the Black community to continue being vic-
tims of bad police officers. The reinstatement of
Wickersham and Montee has proven to many
Black Portlanders that their rights are not as im-
portant as other citizens living in the City.,

Ora L. Nunley, President of the Portland
branch of the National Association for the Ad-
vancement of Colored People (NAACP) stated,
“It is an outrage that the decent citizens of Port-
land have no protection against a small group of
ignorant, misguided and sometimes evil individ-
uals who, after pinning on the badge of public
authority and swearing to uphold the law, abuse
the public’s trust.”

For Hanlon to say the firing of two officers by
Mayor Clark was excessive, further proves his lack
of consideration to the feelings of the Black com
munity. The selling of the T-shirts by Wickersham
and Montee on the day of Stevenson’s funeral was
a sick, and appalling act. Such behavior warrants
dismissal from the Bureau. To entrust these two
officers with authonty and a weapon 1s even more
appalling.

Especially when Mayor Bud Clark, Chief Pen-
ny Harnngton, tormer U.S. Attorney for Oregon
Sidney 1 ezak and Multnomah County District
Attorney Michacel Schrunk all testified to Hanlon
that the actions of Montee and Wickersham were
a senous oftense.

Mr. Hanlon ignored the statements of these of-
ficials and the entire Black community, Instead,
he insulted the Black community further when he
returned two men to the Portland Police Bureau,
who have proven they are unfit to serve the public.
And in the process, inflamed an already volatile
relattonship between the police and the Black
community

Portland could find sister city
In its own back yard

Northeast Portland residents could learn some-
thing from Portland's adoption of a new sister
ity they might be able to solve some of the
area's problems by starting a sister city movement
of their own!

“*Albina-Inner Northeast™ fits the description
of an underdeveloped Third World community
that could benefit from the kind of attention and
aid that came to Connto, Nicaragua.

Unemmployment approaches S0 percent, many
women are so poor they turn to prostitution,
schools are understatted and underbudgeted,
streets are in disrepair. Intant mortality is as high
as some Third World countries, and illiteracy and
the high school drop-out rate are cimbing.

Welfare mothers wonder how they are going to
feed their children and pay the bills as the bread-
winner leaves the area to look for work. People
are living in garages, in cars, under bnidges. Some
tamihies live eight or more to a room,

Busineses owned by rich white people from
outlving acas (Beaverton is a toreign country) milk
the community for profits that are invested out-
side the commumity much as corporations milk the
Third World. White businessmen come into the
area to exploit the community in another way by
engaging in sex for hire.

Drug pushers and pimps with criminal records
take over the street corners and lie in wait for the
elementary school children. Children turn to drugs
and cnime because they see wasted lives stretching
out ahead of them, and because they feel they
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have as much night as any Amenican to the things
they see on television,

Racist police respond to problems in the com
munity with massive force they choke and
shoot first and ask questions later.

In short, residents of **Albina-Inner Northeast™
live in the kind of ¢nisis conditions that caused
Connto supporters to get on the bandwagon. Per
haps an **Albina-Inner Northeast™ sister aity com
mittee could torm and begin educating the wider
community about the cnisis. Children could gather
school supphies, doctors and nurses could organize
medical supphies and health care, there could be
garage sales, dances and dinners tor the new sister
Caty.,

Commuttees could be tormed, articles written,
and sister church, sister school and sister chinie
ties could be established.

City otficials and prominent citizens could visit
the proposed sister city and view the conditions.

At the City Council, Mildred Schwab could
screw up her face at the thought of a aity program
that helps the poor instead of the nch. Bud Clark
could say he likes the idea but also that we need a
new policy betore he votes for it.

Like Corinto, **Albina-Inner Northeast'" could
become sister cities with towns in England, Hol-
land and other countries. The new sister city might
benetit, like Connto did, with an education and
job training program financed by a foreign gov-
ernment.
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To the Editor,

The NAACP 1s dismayed and cha-
grined at the arbitrtaor’s ruling in the
case of the Portland police officers
fired for violation of bureau rules and
engaging in conduct unbecoming a
professional police officer. It 1s an out
rage that the decent citizens of Port
land have no protection against a small
group of ignorant, misguded, and
sometimes evil individuals who, after
pinming on the badge of pubhic author
ity and swearing to uphold the law,
abuse the public's trust. This kind of
arrogance undermines the pubhic’s
confidence in the cnimunal justice sys
tem

For the arbitrator to find that the
un:on contract between the city of
Portland and the Police Bureau does
nnot permut aty offiicials 1o take war
ranted action against misbehaving
police officer raises a senous guestion:
who is in charge of the Portland Police
Bureau, the chief, the assigned com
missioner, the Mavor, or the head of
the policeman’s umon? In every coun
try, state, or aty anvwhere in the world
in which the pohee are permitted 1o be
a law unto themselves, the nghts ol
AL
are jeopardized

Portlander

the aitizens of that yunisdiction
ought to think about
the kind of police force it has. Just a
few weeks ago, the oty auditor dis
dosed that dlegal and unwarranted
acts of Portland pohcemen have dear
Iv cost the aty. Most police offices are
intelhigent, decent human beings who
work hard at entorang the law and up

holding the public trust vested in them

But 1t s apparent that over time they
have become trapped in a system
which protects those tew indivaduals
who run amuck. Portland’s inde

pendent police burean, which does not

even show respedt tornats chaet, no

longer best serves the interest of the
I he Burean must
Pubhic ot

to the

people of Portland

be brought under control

Crals who are accountable pren

eral pubbc must be able to manage the

pohice bureau as they do other burcaus

of the Gty Some kind of procvess must

be established to protect the reputa

ons ol antelhgent, dedicated police

the pood name of the ity ol

LN Y
Portland

ihizsen

and the nights of the law

abading

W simply must the tadt

Tevogni/e

that no one s sale when the local

pobice are nol accountable

The NAACP invates all people of

poodw il to o e an ettort to bning a
wWise o decencs, respedt, and Lairnes
to the practices of the Portland Pohce
Burcau. Silence s the hallmark of the
voward, the ummmtormed, or the un
converned
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Tovthe
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and \ henmise e
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vorlers Towok care ol the sales tax m ey
uneet Lain W now hase the op
oty to take care of the unreason
able pas increases
We can collect signatures on an

it wlch would revoke
Ih

the length of the

utiatv e petitn
the pay tarses of the legislature
petitiion also bt
sesston by placimg a himat ot

fon

legislatin
120 davs on the number of day
which legislators may collect legslating
sesston per diem tor the regular legis
lative vear, and 150 davs tor the
enmum
Ihis shortened legislative session
not only will cost less, but will open
legislative services to more gquahhied
Oregomans who now refuse to consid
er service in the legislature because ot
the time away trom pob or business. 1t
will help Oregon return to a “ahizen
lepislature™ by ehimmating some of the
mcentive to make legislative service a
full-time profession
Thirty-eeght states now himat the
length of legislative sessions. Oregon
should be next. You can help by re
questing anambative petition from
Oregomans in Action, 151V E . Burn
side, Portland, OR 97214 or calling
23124
FRANK L. NIMS
Preswdent
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To the Editor,

Wickersham and Montee are cops
out on the loose. These two men are
armed, dangerous, and may be roam
INg our community again after Nov
4th. Arbitrator Paul Hanlon and the
Portland Police Umion have given
them the heense, once again, 1o spread
their poison of racism among the
more susceptable of the Portland Po
e Foree

These two are the officers who sold
I-shurts with the legend “*Don’t Choke

"Em, Smoke "Fm' with a drawing of

Tothe Fditor,
lerry Garner’s

Scale’s debate with a Billv Bob vahoo

Alnikkkaner deserves some turther

article on Bobby

comment and clanticanion. Garner

stated: ““When a woman from the
Revolutionary Commumist Party ques
toned the sincenity of Seale’s dedica
ton to the cause of nationalism, Scale

became angry and gave the woman a
thank this

the actual question

mirted lecture.” 1 don't

clearly captures
posed o Seale. We stated that he was
promoting the most dangerous and
worst reformist illusion in saving the
Issue e South Afnca was “'one man
one vote” when the real issue on the
apenda s a revolutionary natbonal hb

cration struggle to totally eradicate

the system of aparthad, raze it to the
round and bwild onots ashes a new
\rica)
We simply asked Seale 1o defend his

statement in hght of what the nght 10

and hiberated Anzama (South

las meant tor Black people in
i untes . Sceale s ted
I Al ] natu W al
TR in wl ¢ buck 1
run dry
Objectively, two roads are posing

themselves i South Atnca: The road

o constitutional retorm or the revolu
onary road. Untortunately,
sevond more real v ureen
demanded road was attacked vicious
Iv by Scale. How remarkable 1o
vrevolu 15 ugple turned o i
il nghts mosement! Dy g o
plav ot the ) 1 ad end
1 i 1 ma wl |

lea uJ | ! hnees and hike

Saon Ara Estate whose tunda
1 il ba " AL 1 i
JUAL TS I Black ma M\
han a word it thead 1 ba
"." Al en van L Al

So Al 1 id shuch a

i 1] L]

™ \nzama ¢ | ire held
I aner by a1l Al 1 b Hiny

\ | 1 naked

t i a 1a I I
hed uph a aeh o p il
th ¢s OF white sug Wy and «
torced | iw s and | I
vear has seen unparalleled strugegeie |
world situation a tew drumbeats awan
trom world war. The struggle is ap
provchomg a turimmg pount with detumitg
petential to catapualt va whole new
lesvel | possible that a tull-ledged
and generabized armed conthor where
the question of state power s imimed
ately on hand nshort, a vl wan

vould break out. Promotimg “fong

man - one vote’ " as the way torward
s a deceptive noton of the ereaty
magnitude. The system has proved

1its bevond retorm. To preach win

g equahtny and emanaipation within

Tothe Fditor,

I he Ulnited States has actively sup
ported racism and colomabism in
sorathern Afnica. the U1S. has violated
the LN arms embargo as well as s
own selt-proclamed support tor hua

man digmity and selt-determinatnion
Whateser the rattonahizations which
Stuart

tor South Atnca racism

are oftered by My Pringle,
LS

and colomahism s obviously necessary

suppoOrt
to protect the mvestments of the same
Amencan corporate interests which
also wield mtluence on US. domesti
pohoy

It Amencan investment were re
directed away Trom South Afnica, the
Umited States would not merely end
its support of racism, but would also
contnibute sigmbicantly to the eco
nomic development and well-bemng of
of Alrica
Amencan dollar
Afrncan e
atfluent society for its rubing cau
of Black

the rest Instead, mulhions of

PO ate Tow into the

South OOy already an

dasiond

MInority w hile nmulhions

a smoking revolver. This was done on
the very day of the tuneral of the Black
citizen who had died as a result of a
police apphed sleeper hold. The rotten
apples are back in the barrel and free
once again to promote their sick and
simphistic solution to handhing Blagk
sUspects

Black citizen

lookout for these men; they are armed,

need 1o be on the

dangerous, and will be weaning blue

umtorm

MACCEO PETTIS

the svstem means telling people a he
that contradicted by hundreds ot
vears of hustory and by present day
reading

Perhaps Scale 15 to be a new
Spomt” man tor the ehite strata among

Blacks, whose service to imperialism

demands they promote the line that
Blacks have a stake in thas svstem and
must fhieht (and die) to get therr tan
hare. In Seale's home town Philly

the Amenican dream for Black
people has a price tag: an entire neigh
horhood razed while a Black mayor
supervised the massacre of MOVE
adults and children on Osage Avenue
Scale, by the way, has ye! to de
nounce this!

Hobby's world-wide cvmicism 1
those of us who haven’t learned not 1o
hate oppresston and haven't capitu
lated to ““wake up and smell the
ottee” and “"come to gnips wath the
real world would be laughable it
! Weretr vo dangerous, Does he

know how really old he'. become?
Bobby's solution of *‘community

Tromg 1o South Atftnica to
to mund a
“We

commumity control of the

‘reason’ with Botha brimgs
mlar statement of his ain 1970
need th

wilive, because 1t we don’t have com

numity ceontrol ot the pohice, we will
i be able to curtal vl war in
Amenica. T Whether in Amenica or
South Atnwca, resolution s not g cost
valternative, but a welcome resolu
i tova bloodsuckimg system
Hobby | sour retorm tramm has no
tracks. Itas not goang anvwhere be
vald has nowhere 1o go, No walers
preachers waill ever topple the racist
apartherd regime nor s ULS. God
tathers, Genuime resolutnionary leader
1y on the '.|l\.-"hl'lu\lu[lflll
i tor the Anzaman people
AYIN I ta mghtmare ot in
i and intlatable Black pohtica
ke Scale. They are mght
mares of the UUS, rulers as a whole
tave the prospect that the hin
chelhon an the bantustans and
waniships of Anzama will intlame
! Dt Lat and townships
I L 1. The Anzaman people
e not shedding ther blood 1o replace
CHOE regime with a new torm ot
a nmwith a tew Black tace
paasted on top. We ome the Anzamat
wh. They have taught us much and
L lechng of strength in these
dithicalt times. Our hands and heart
ol To Them as we conbimue our mu
wal struggle. To the people of Anzania
wesay GO FOR TT! ANMANDIL A

REVOLUTIONARY COMMUNIST
PARTY, Portland C hapter

P ). Box 3821

Portland, OR 97208

Phone 288-1374

I he
Staty

hallenge posed to the Umited

by South Atnica s neither ¢vo
nonue nor mahitary . 1oas essennally a

the Unmited State

moral challenge: |

wepared to continue sacrificing

legitimate human nights and Ispira
so milhion Blacks s
g an South Atrica and Namibia to
the convemence and profit of Amer

van vorporate interests? The Soutl

tons of the 28 or

Afnican government s dinanternabionad
pearah

Amencan support tor the rac
pohicies of South Africa 1s just one

tacet of a general foreign policy po

ture which s consistently imsensitive
the nights and aspirations ot indeper
dent Atnica. Both diplomanically and
cvonomically, U.S. policy towar
Afnica has been charactenized by ne
lect or by support for repre ve n
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