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EDITORIAL/OPINION

Printing of “johns’” names

will not solve pro

Recently, the Portland Police Bureau asked
local newspapers to print the names of ‘‘johns™
(prostitutes’ customers) who are found guilty of
soliciting prostitutes. Only one newspaper agreed
to do this,

The Observer believes those who buy sex in
Northeast Portland from prostitutes should be
dealt with in the same manner as any other crim-
inal, since both the soliciting of prostitution, and
prostitution, are crimes.

Printing the names of *‘johns'" in a Northeast
Portland weekly newspaper will not do any good
since those who are found guilty are mainly from
outside communities such as Beaverton, Lake
Oswego, Hillsboro and Washington State. It is
doubtful that many citizens living in these areas
read the Portland Observer. L.aw enforcement
officials should work to get names printed in

newspapers of communities where convicted
“‘johns’” live. It would have more effect than
printing the names in a newspaper outside of their
community.

Many citizens who live in the Ehot and King
neighborhoods feel that City Hall and the Police
Bureau are not concerned about what is happen
ing in their neighborhoods. Most residents do not
accept the excuse given by city officials and the
police that if they had more jail space, they could
do more about the problem of prostitution and
drug trafficking.

Residents say that if prostitution and drug deal
ing were in atfluent neighborhoods, city officials
and police would move quickly to stop it. City
officials shoull not wait untl jail space 1s found to
act on the ¢
residents.

I'he reason prostitutes stroll along Union Ave
nue is because they know there are customers will-
ing to pay for their services. This is why the police
should focus more of their attention on the

ie problems plaguing Northeast

“johns.” By eliminating the demand for sex, the
prostitutes will disappear from the streets of
Northeast Portland.

Instead of asking local newspapers to print the

blem

names of those who come to Northeast in search
of sex, city officials should start responding to
the problem of prostitution by making it costly
and embarrassing.

T'his can be accomplished by the courts order-
ing those who are guilty of soliciting the services of
a prostitute to do community service in the North-
east area or in their own communities. There
should be public awareness of the crime to which
this service is associated.

If a “‘john’" is found guilty a second time, he
should be fined $1,000, ordered to do more com-
munity service and a letter sent to his employer in
a red envelope informing him of the activities of

Dr. Drew deserves better

Recently the Oregon Trail Chapter of the
American Red Cross named the Blood Donor
Center Canteen after Dr. Charles Drew. Drew, an
Afro-American, died in an automobile acaident in
1950. Drew 1s recognized as one of this nation’s
foremost physicians and pioneers in blood and
plasma processing.

Dr. Drew worked with plasma which is used in
the treatment of shock and in occurrences of clot
ting defects, as in hemophilia or severe liver dis
ASCS,

Many Black citizens are upset with the Blood

How democratic 1s America’s pohiti
cal system? We have become 100 ac
customed to the casual and hypocrit
cal behavior of elected and appointed
officials who favor special interests
above the people’s welfare. We have a
Justice Department which prosecutes
Alabama voting nights activists, and
then permits E. F. Hutton and Com
pany to plead guilty to 2,000 counts of
fraud in a massive check-kiting scheme

without prosecuting a single person
A branch of the National Security
Agency announces that a computer
program which tabulated over one

thurd of all votes cast in the 1984 eled

non 1s “"vulnerable to fraudulent ma
!\II\||F.|1lur|" vel both parties are
slow 1o call for a complete investiga
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have a Congress 1n which

of all incumbents

are normally relected, but their will

ingness or ability to effectively chal

lenge corporate power 1s virtually null
K I

and vond

long the Color Line by Dr

Senate and House of Representatives
had soared to $251,300. Last year, 15
millionaires were elected as *‘public
servants.”” As Mark Green, head of the
Democracy Project, a public policy
group, recently observed: **The evolu
tnon from a House of Representatives
to a House of Lords demies the diver
sity of our democracy. It establishes
a defacto property qualification for of
fice that increasingly says: low and
middle income need not apply. ™

Part of the reason that Congress 1s
inaccessible to most Americans is the
high cost of campaigning for public
office. Last year, the successful cand
dates for the House of Representatives
spent an average ol $459. 300, which
included an average of $50,000 in
personal donations from the individuai
candidates. In the Senate, elected

members spent over $2 milhion each
The

pro-corporate pohitical achon commut
of

rohferation of conservative and

tees buttresses the hinancial base

Politics for the wealthy

Manning Marable

disagree over tactics, but not funda

mentals. Untl their domination over
public debate 15 lessened, we certainly
cannol expect to broaden national
politics to reflect the economic and
sovial concerns of the majyonty
Congressman John Conyers of
Michigan has recently proposed H.R
2320, which would reduce the number
of signatures needed to place a thard
candidate on the

TS8O, () 1o

party or independent

states from

in all
1 40, (M)

ballot

about If passed, the law

would permit third parties 10 use ther

limited resources advertising and

educational activities, and it could

¢ the national Democratic and
Republican candidates to recogmze the

legitimate demands of Blacks, His

for

s, women, working people, and
other constituencies. The need to sup
port the passage of H.R. 2320 cannot
be overemphasized: according to

polls, 59 percent of all Black voters

were prepared (o support Jesse Jack
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