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day at Urban Plaza, Tapia Mata ex aird. Tapia Mata repeated his primary isked the ma whether India = : ; i
tended warm greetings trom Port age 1o Portlander I he ma Nicaragua are free lance at
land’s Nicaraguan sister ity to men way they can help Nicaragua ng'" and keep ther culture ah
bers of the Black, Native Americat pressure the ULS. government to cul Tapia Mata re ponded attirmatn
and 1 atin commumtes. He descnbed ot and to the contra by explaiming Nicaragua new
Nicaragua's autonomy progran The ClA-backed counterrevolu autonomy law, being consid w
minornities, he discussed Connto i A OV A mediatel which guarantees minornty nght H :
ban problems, and he made friend withou { Al wcording ard some Moskitu Indians ha -.
by responding with composure | Fapia Mata. He said that people-to moved away from the war
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tation for three counties: Washar cla I \ roperty and fac derelict for stealing a bus and :
. Clackamas and Multnomah ties. which include responding to it one block. and in the proce
With such a large area to serve, I behavior that disrupts bus operations, wrecked six automob Grav asked
Met must provide security 1o insure personnel or customers and enforce the suspect. **Why did you steal tl
he prot chion of its nders and proper ment of the Oregon Traffic Code bus." The man replied, 1 just war
I his responsibility 1s the job of when appropriate ted to see if 1 could drive one of these P
James F. Gray. Gray 1s one of the six Overall. Officer Gray has been it famn things.’
transit police officers, and the only aw enforcement for 15 years. When Gray enjoys his job as a law entor
Black officer, on the T Met police isked what the most dangerous cement officer and encourages Black
force aspect of his job, Gray rephed, 1t 1s to apply for jobs in this held. Gray ~a
Officer Gray has been working tor when he responds | 1 domestic aid that although Blacks have mad
the Transportation District tor 11 dispute between two spouses while on eains in law enforcement, there is still 1
years. Prior to joining Tri-Met, he In-Met property, which may be on a discrimination against minoritie
worked as an Oregon State Trooper bus or in the Transit Mall. Gray says employment opportunities
for five years, being the second Black that many such disputes oceur on I'n Blacks and other minorities who ¢
trooper hired by the State of Oregon Met property. Such confrontation are interested in becoming a police of
in 1969 can become volatile unless the ficer should prepare themselves bott v
As a Transit Policeman, Gray responding officers can calm down mentally and physically for the jot L
responsible for enforcing Irni-Met both parties. In most cases this can b Although the job can be stressfu :
police ordinance which include accomplished by simply talking to the rewarding when one 1s serving the >
PONGING (O EIMETPENCIEs OF general ndividuals, says Gray, and if this fails ~ public and providing a needed serv Transit Officer James E. Gray Photo: Richard Brown &
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