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— (5] . Gospel singer Irby
tours the south

by Nat/ . has recorded on a 45 single record
I Ve Ma Gol Bl Me, O Lord, Bless Me'" and
Irby. w } - 21N} t The Day Will Come
was thr i TRl Port Irby has written two poems and d
land aft I | b Muskegon rects the adult choir at the Greater
Michigan hY Ient cL Faith Baptist Church
Vickburg. (« 1 and Jackson, He said the tour was tiresome but
Missassipy I b A wik Irby to he enjoyed seemng things he hadn't seen
9 { Ca i el ore
I he Midwest and hern tour 1 want to be a singer and a cor
vas a hir by hough he ert pramist when | grow up,'" said
has 1 he West and Pacific North Irby, who is teaching himself to play
y Vest e " the prand
H | at one place in M P Irby sand, “"Sometimes | feel happy
DAVE FORD (Photo: Richard J. Brown) \ il a ur hat sa the wmetimes sad when | ng certam
Hock Shop upsets neighborhood - g b el <7
. M 1 he was a speaial puest Irby mother, Lamodia, sad, “'Fv
by Robert Lothian fore reselling it, and require businesse to WOAD's S¢ 1 Gospel Festiva rybody wants to be his (Irby's) man
WOAD v Jackson., Mi ager. A man from New York offered us
I'he Observer has received several to notify police when they re i ) b lavs gospel m II '-_‘- $50,000 to sign hum to a contract,”
calls from irate neighborhood resi frequently stolen items. A Pol Eu iy : Sl I T RS Biaias Shne Sube I-T-.I "
dents upset with the Hock Shop, a reau spokesman said the original law |. e " N N, e the : ud It we find ‘ : ¢
second hand store at 600 N.E. Union helped reduce burglary and the amend y : . : > k l. = " II
Ave ment woukd help even more n a : " : . : " .
I'he residents complained that they Northeast crime prevention coord " - b I I\ . -J } § Ot I The | .I\I ‘ !
went to the shop after items were stol nator Sharon McCormack reminded \ r &3 E il ) i
en from their homes and found the neighborhood residents to mark tf Irby and gospel singer Shirley Caesar fall ir g inds of ! wi
items for sale there, presumably property. Engravers can be check will be 1in concert in South Carolina I \ .
brought in by burglars. Several sug out from branch hibranes for the pu \ e of Portland. fré  fift) i ; - he family is mas & .
pested the store might be a fence oper pose, she said. “*They're not gou | '. e .' L H ; o GOLDIE IRBY (photo: Richard J Brown)
ation recover 1t if there's not some was ) '
One man, who resides on N. Wil identify i, sand McCormack

hams Ave., said he found bicycles
belonging to his wife and daughter in
the store. “*My daughter's bike was
just being loaded onto a truck,' with
many other bikes, he said. He was
able to recover the bike after showing
Hock Shop owner Dave Ford the bike
hcense

After a camping tent and backyard
barbeque were stolen recently, the
man said he stood across the street and
wialched the store entrance 1o see if he
could catch the person who took his
things. “*It seems to me he's running
a semi-legal tence for a lot of the petty
thieves in the neighborhood,' he said
“Alot of petty burglary goes right
there; 1've sat and watched it.”'

Ford sand he 1s not responsible for
the commumity’s burglary problem,
and that he has no way to tell if an
item is stolen or not, **There's not a
second hand store in the city that
doesn’t have this problem’’ he said
‘When they get one in the area they
want 1o blame it for every crime com
mitted. We don't end up with any
maore stulfl stolen here, 1n a low in
come area, than they do in Southeast. "

Ford saud that if someone can prove
anitem n s store has been stolen
from them he will give it back. They
can also contact the police and go
through an official process which
takes some time and paperwork, he
saud

Ford said he provides a service to
the community, that even local
churches have benehitted from his
bargains, “"There's no pickets out
there,'” he sand
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I'he shop has had a stormy history
since it opened 1in Mav, 1983, Com
plamts from the neighborhood about

[}

the store being a possible fence opera

hon surfaced almost immediately,

and police visited the store frequently
“They were on me top to bottom, "'

sard Ford, trying to put me out of

business.”” Charging harrassment,
Ford slapped the Police Bureau with

a lawsuit, which remains under hitiga

LW

Some of the problems may be cleared
up by an amendment to the iy’
1980 pawn shop ordinance being con
sidered by the City Council. The
amendment would require about 400
pawn shops and second hand stores in
the city to have a revocable permit,
allow pohce to investigate applicants
for a record of theft or fraud, require
customers selling property to present
identihication, require businesses to

hold certain property for 15 days be

fyou' | il to apply for Portland call 225-4
wor { J I (1 ) e the Portland area. cal
lor a loa r ! Ll t pro ¢ ! [ 800) 228-0454. And
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