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Religion Under A ttack— Part III
The situation between church and state is more serious than one may th ink. 

We walk by schools, child care centers sponsored by churches, offering 
"Sum m er B ib le " prog.ams and recreation for our young everyday, w ithout a 
second glance. The church and its fu n c tio n  in o u r com m u n ity  is taken fo r 
granted W ell, not far away in the state o f Nebraska, Pastor Everett Sileven o f 
P ath  Baptist Church went straight to  ja il and so did  members fo r conducting a 
church schoolas part o f their religious m inistry.

Pastor Everett Sileven o f P a th  Baptist Church in 1 ouisville, Nebraska 
testifies at a Subcommittee hearing on the C onstitution and religious liberty, 
June 26, 1984, in W ashington, D .C .:

"There are now approaching 7,(XX) cases in this country where Christians are 
being prosecuted. Just recently in M ilwaukee, two pastors came to me and said
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we had started a church in a home, and we were told that i f  we opened our 
Bibles one more time in these homes, we would go to ja il.

"T od ay  there are parents in H onda who are about to lose their children 
because they refused to send them to a state-approved school. It is not because 
the quality and academic achievement is supenor. Today , as I sit here, there is a 
church in Redding, C a lifo rn ia  that is battling the state bureaucracy over its 
contro l o f its day care center.

“ In tie ring , Nebraska, the Church o f Christ was prosecuted. Its school had 
to move across the state line in to W yoming. In M o rr ill,  the Independent Baptist 
church had to move across the state line to operate.

" In  North Platte, my wonderful friend, brother Bob tie lls thorpe spent 9.1 
days in ja il. They have levied fines against hint o f $200.00 a day, against his 
church And now, w ith in the next 10 days, they are going to sell his personal 
property, his home, and his church build ing to collect those fines.

" In  Louisville, that is another story. In 1981, our church was padlocked for 
the first time In 1982 I was arrested four times, spent 120 days in Cass County 
ja il. On October 18, 1982, there were almost 100 praying ministers who were 
not a part o f the case at all, who were carried ou t— physically removed—by 18 
armed officers, and the church padlocked fo r the second time.

" Then in 1981, there were seven o f my men who went to ja il, their wives and 
12 children tied the state to avoid arrest. And then I also, even in spite o f the 
fact that I had filed briefs in my case, and my daughter had done the same, the 
judge put out a warrant fo r our arrest.

" I  recently relumed to the state o f Nebraska on A p ril 26th, voluntarily  
coming to the court, voluntarily  closing our school now, since we have a new 
law to operate under, waiting until it comes in to  effect on July IOth.

"  I he judge was vindictive and he sentenced me to eight months in ja il, 
stating right over the bench that he would have like to have given me two years 
in the state penitentiary. He admitted that they were not bound by the C on­
stitution in this case.

"T h a t is in the record. They do not believe that the Constitu tion applies. 
And this is one o f the problems we’ re facing And also, I was forbidden to have 
w riting materials to write btxiks and jvamphlets while I was in ja il. I am now 
out on appeal.

" I t ’s very interesting to me, Senator |lla tc h |, that in Nebraska, the Attorney 
General o f  our stale was impeached by the I egislature, and the Supreme Court
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Youlh groups, sponsored by non­
pro fit organizations, are now eligible 
for a new grant program offered by 
M etropolitan 1 ile  Insurance C om ­
pany

The M etropolitan I ife Com m unity 
Improvement Youth Grants P ro­
gram is designed to encourage young 
people to become involved in their 
com m unity. "T o d a y 's  youth can 
play an increasingly v ita l role in our 
sLKietv," said Stephen Bow, Senior 
Vice-President o f M etropolitan 's 
Western Corporate Headquarters. 
“ O ur grant program w ill fund many 
worthwhile projects, which in turn, 
w ill give our young people the oppor­
tunity to use their creativity and en­
ergy on behalf o f their com m unities.”

M etropolitan grants o f up lo  $250 
w ill be awarded for specific projects 
to youth groups subm itting the best 
proposals fo r im proving their com ­
munities. I he project may be one to 
beautify a neighhorhtxxl, such as 
(w riting  a fence or planting flowers 
in the park, or it may be in the form  
o f o ffering a needed product or serv­
ice not already available in the com ­
munity.

Any group o f five or more young 
jx-ople, between the ages o f 12 and 
18, are eligible to apply. The youth 
g roup  m ust be sponsored by a no n ­
p ro fit  c o m m u n ity  o rg an iza tio n  and 
must have an adult as a pro ject sup­
ervisor. The grnt program  is restrict­
ed to  the 13 W estern states, in c lu d ­
ing H aw a ii and A laska, which com ­
prise M e tro p o lita n ’ s W estern T e rr i­
tory.

For applications to enter the com­
petition, write to M etropolitan l  ife 
Insurance Company, Com m unity 
Improvement Youth Grants, Public 
Consumer A ffa irs , P.O. Box 7750, 
San Francisco, C A  94120.

The deadline fo r all youth grant 
applications is September 15. W in­
ners w ill be announced by September 
30. A ll group projects must be com­
pleted by December 31, 1985.

M etropolitan L ife  supports a wide 
range o f programs to  strengthen the 
quality o f life  in our communities. 
Special emphasis is placed on pro­
grams which help develop and edu­
cate young people. Another com­
petitive grant program fo r our youth 
is M etropo litan ’ s A lcoho l and Drug 
Abuse Prevention Program.

M etropolitan L ife  has contributed 
funds to promote a variety o f activ i­
ties in the areas o f health, education, 
c iv ic a ffa irs  and cu ltu re  th rou gh ou t 
the United States,

Portland Observer, August 21, 1985, Page 7

overturned the impeachment. He was then indicted on three counts o f  felony 
by the Grand Jury. He was given a $10,000 bond, he was allowed to  sign fo r 
his. I was given $100,000 performance bond, and $10,000 cash bond. I refused 
to pay i t— thank God fo r friends who went out and collected the money to  pay 
it. But I guevi it's  more dangerous to preach the Gospel and to  tra in  children 
than it is to  commit felonies in the state o f Nebraska."

Send comments lo "Religious Update", P O . Box 9331. Portland. OR  
97201.
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The Royal Esquire Club's 
Community Service Statement

by A.D.S. Volume III

Lea W illiam s, m usic ian , ph ilosopher, and a ll-round  
civic-m inded good guy —

Les came to Portland, Oregon, in March, 1947. He has trav- 
elec throughout the U.S.A. He has played music with Wait­
er Bridges, Nat King Cole, Diana Washington, Lionel Hamp­
ton, Joe Turner, Sanders King, Sonny King and many 
other less known musicians and singers.

However, this summer I have seen Les on the street corner 
at 17th and N.E. ALberta St. teaching and sharing his 
wealth of experience and knowledge with young potential 
musicians who live in our immediate neighborhood. These 
children range in age from 6 to 11 years old and are building 
upon Les' knowledge and their talent. Their instruments are 
saxophones, flutes and clarinets.

It is heart warming to see a man like Les sharing himself 
along with his musical knowledge with young children. Les 
told me that, “ The rest of my life will be spent in sharing my­
self, my experience, my talent with my community. I love to 
see growth, development and I love children. Come down 
and bring your flute and play with us; call your own shot.”  
I said OK.

The true spirit of a Royal Esquire is sharing. Major commun­
ity service benefit coming upl
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