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EDITORIAL/OPINION
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Non-protesters

African Afro-American, African Afro-Carib-

by Nathaniel Scott

Every Saturday when George Page signs off
radio station KBOO, he emphatically states:
““Back what you believe in.”’" In observation of
that graphic statement, it is becoming increas-
ingly clear that many of the Black students in
Portland believe in white supremacy.

Without a doubt, the majority of Portland’s
Black students, particularly those at Portland

fate,

beans, African Afro-Cubans, and any number
of African people suffering the lack of being
white. Or if you please, for being Black. But the
intriguing thing is, this new breed of Blacks have
accepted a tarnished image as their deserved

Commercial TV has very few Blacks in mean-
ingful roles. For hours on end one can view
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The great pleasure in watching
Clarence Pendleton, Chairman of
the United States Commission on
Civil Rights, is that you can never
tell what he's likely to say next.

Sometime ago Pendleton made
headlines by denouncing the idea of
“‘comparable worth,”" paying women
and men the same for jobs of equal
value. It's *“‘probably the looniest
idea since Looney Tunes came on the
screen,’” Pendleton declared. Conse-
quently, the Reagan-controlled Com-
mission voted down the doctrine of
comparable worth last April 11.

Speaking in Albany, New York,

anything just because my ancestors
were slaves. | think it's paid that
debt. All it owes to me is to keep the
doors open.”’

But how are these proverbial doors

to be kept “'open' unless a strong
civil rights movement continues to
fight against social inequality? How
can minorities and women acquire
economic and political justice without
collective demands for greater demox-
racy? Pendleton has a snappy rebut
tal: “*With this whole process we
continue to divide society. It causes
more disharmony than it causes har-
mony.'’ In other words, don't talk

- Clarence Pendleton: A “‘great’’ Uncle Tom

3 Along the Color Line by Dr. Manning Marable

due to the cutbacks in childcare and
family assistance programs; and
Black unemployment is still above 14
percent two years after an '‘economic
recovery.”” In short, institutional
racism, vigilante violence and eco-
nomic discrimination are thriving
under Reagan's aegis. But, of course,
to discuss these issues publicly may
provoke ‘‘disharmony.”’

Nearly a century ago, Black Amer-
ica's leading “‘Uncle Tom"" was Wil-
liam H. Councill, the president of the
all-Black state college in Orangeburg,
South Carolina. Councill was a no-
torious toady who gave *‘oily flat-
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, State Univers""t believe themselves inferior to that monster in their li\ring room (and some even and at Cornell University in late July, about racial and sexual discrimina tery'’ to racists. He praised Jim Crow
whites. have the nerve to have one in their bedroom) Pendleton exhibited his rhetorical tion, and it will quietly go away laws, politica! disfranchisement of
If I am wrong, I'll be the first to apologize. without seeing Black face. And when you do,  Brace again The Black republican I\\'In. are 50 50 “‘fortunate’ to have  Negroes, and was silent about lynch-
But from niy vantage (or disadvantage) point, | it's either some toilet bowl commercial or a ™ ;n_ked whclhcr. there was a need (_Iarcncc !’cu@lcum as I:cgq of the ?ngs. He cayhuncd against :n'nl rfghtl.t: |
find Blacks' rticipation in the South African e 3 nijenph i for a Civil Rights Commission, which Civil nghu Commission? The entire agitation, and opposed raldlggls
pa pa comedy. The message being: ‘‘Jungle Bunnies was established in 1957 to monitor retreat from human rights and social  like Frederick Douglass and W. E. B.
movement are becoming less and less. p will be jungle bunnies. avil rights. Couldn’t Congress block justice typified by most of Reagan's DuBois. Councill believed that ac-
! Wednesday, August 7, at the demonstration It has been said that when Black students at future appropriations to the Commis appointees is a manifestation of larger commodation to racism was the only
at Columbia Coin, 514 SW 6th Avenue, less PSU want something they run to the Black com- sion? Pendleton replied: “*Sure they currents of race hatred which sull means to promote ‘“‘harmony.”
) than ten Blacks showed up. And of that pitiful  munity. This does not exclude the University of “"";"; & WG toe, "'I'h‘" “P“:r" o 'h:; “:;mt' A““I'dl:l" > :::“:c' : “'“‘";.":';1”"‘ 'h"d e
2~ v " nes y one reporter later, Pendie the Atlanta-base Nationa nt- ack pohtcian o ¢ era, detest
few, 1 was the only PS.U Afro-Aman‘an o Portland (which has not been represented at any :un ct[ﬂ;hnrd Ihiit the Commission Klan Network, over 1,000 acts of ('nunnlll so much that he refused to
there and not one African showed his or her of the demonstrations) nor Lewis and Clark or  ght not be necessary after Novem Klan and Klan-style violence have  sit beside him on public platforms, :
Black face. Reed Colleges, either, because they too call on  ber, 1989, when it is scheduled to ex been committed during the past five In the great tradition of Councill, :
When it's time to Raggae or swill beer, most the Black community when in need. But time is pire by law. *'If there’s nothing more veurs. Klan leaders endorsed Reagan we now have Clarence Pendleton: a
, Africans congregate wherever the happenings running out. The hour is at hand and all those ' study, if our mandate has been sat for President in 1980 and 1984. And  man whose social theories are well !
are. And neither love, money, nor a team of who wish to be counted need to line up with ]\1'm";'ll“t:']|;“h}| I:-awth:- COMMISSION ex Kl;imman C. P l‘Illllis Prcccnll,\' :d;:plu.l':u i:,l::,: Il‘:h:ju\rll_\, ptjlluual :
: . i . £ . a around cenadieton sal stateq in a congressiona WCanng: ISIrancnise , an women s op- |
wild hor‘m Lan_kccp Ar,rO-Amcn.Lalh from & Blacks or start carrying white ID cards. But surely, with the national prob “All Klansmen dl:)'l'l wear mhc\.gl pression. With every pathetic s[v:n["h
bmc"_’ or jazz festival. But just mention a demon- It is beyond hcing shameful that we Blacks lems of racism, women's inequality, see the Klan philosophy in the court- and public statement, he takes an-
stration for the 500 plus Black men, women and who think we are free care so little about our anti-Semitism and other forms of room, in Congress, and | think 1 see  other dramatic leap into the past,
children slain in South Africa this year, and all fellow sisters and brothers in Africa that we social intolerance sull existing, cer it in the White House."" Since January
the revolution disappears like wind-blown can’t forego one hour of pleasure to demon-  '@inly some sort of public agency 1981, several hundred thousand
: smoke. strate for them. l'l'll.;\l' .Isvlnr: ]r a conscience on u[\nl Illlan]u ha\;IIn: their jobs nr\]t!;r: pul}- ”Dr,. .\fan!mng ,\:un;b(e f:;{u‘has po-
ey bes & : E o " nghts? Pendleton 1s not a man who i sector; Blacks' access to higher ed- ihcal soctology at Colgate University,
The .ha"s a.t. Portland State University -y Rev. Colin Jones, a Black South African min- n:nw\ words: *'I don't happen to be- ucation has been sharply u:rtalled' Hamilton, New York. ; .
filled with political garbage; one Black shouting ister said, Blacks in South Africa are dying for  lieve that the government owes me  Black infant mortality rates are upl
: another Black down, but when it comes time  your chance to be free. And 1 say, if you are ' :
3 to pt:_t hislnr her Bl::t'l; AS:‘j on the picket line, not a part of the solution, you are a par-l of the
very few Blacks can be found. roblem.
It wasn't too long ago, during the I3th and ; P.S. The Black community’s participation in EDITORIAL/COMMENTARY
it 14th centuries, when Dutch slave ships began  gemonstrations is not all that hot, either. . . | “
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ton’s anti-Civil Rights policies

adult unemployment rate 1s anywhere

the contra forces seeking to topple the
elected government there, and Con

down and recent austerity measures
have been met with less than enthu-
siasm. But when it comes right down

mounting danger from abroad this
year found its response in the greatly
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Managua appearance. Despite the
concerted effort of the nght wing to
organize a boycott of the elections,
voter turnout was over 80 percent and

planes began to bomb the line of
march. By 10:00 p.m. that night, they
had reached their destination with a
loss of only six lives. As one man said

ordinary statement of support for the
Nicaraguan revolution and of will-
ingness to defend it, a statement that
the Reagan Admunistration ought @
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ranks are growing, documentation by
international observers has shown
that many of the *‘recruits’’ are ter-
rorized peasants from the border re-
gions, kidnapped and forced to com-

The Replieque was a psychological
victory and amajor turning point in
the war. The FSLN went on to take
the towns around Masaya and ar-

Coordinadora Regional de Invesh-
gaciones Economicas v Sociales, an
independent research institute based
in Managua, Nicaragua.
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