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Percival Everett writes third novel

O

by Nathaniel Scott

Black Afro-American male novel-
ists are not sprouting like leaves on
trees, but at least one such writer liv-
ing in the Portland area is making
himself known on the literary scene

Percival Everett has written two
novels: **Zuder," the story of a Black
baseball player, and his latest ““Walk
Me to the Distance,”” an intricate
love story without racial identity.

Everett first came to Oregon in
1978 and after living here for two
years, decided to make Portland his
home in 1984. The land, the outdoors,
the climate and the people were the
reasons.

The holder of a master’'s degree,
Everett will teach Afro-American lit-
erature at the University of Kentucky
at Covington, Kentucky, this coming
year. In the meantime, he 1s working
on his third novel.

Everett is not what you would call
a “‘radical”’ writer, but he does have
his own style, as well as his particular
ideas about writing, and is concerned
about the usage of Black literature

““Is it (literature) written by Blacks,
or is it (literature) about Blacks?"' he
asked. As a teacher, Everett's con
cern for the genre is of a more pro-
found nature. He questions terminol
ogies such as Black literature which he
said, ‘‘Generally does a disservice to
Black writers and people of all races.”’
In “Walk Me to the Distance, Ev

erett said racial identity was not im-
portant to the story. *‘If | had made
the characters Black, everyone would
have paid attention to that fact and
mussed the story,”" Everett surmized

“Walk Me to the Distance’ is a
love story. The central character, a
Vietnam War veteran whose name is
Harold, tries to find a place for his
disoriented life. His search takes him
to a place called **Slutis Hole' in
Wyoming. While there he meets and
becomes a member of a sheep-raising
family. Eventually, through the un-
folding of the tale, he becomes the
foster parent of a 7-year-old girl from
Vietnam,

T'here are many wonderful charac-
ters in the novel, including the one-
legged mistress of the sheep ranch
who takes Harold in, her “idiot"" son
and three interesting women, two of
whom are prostitutes

Everett said he is not a Vietham
veteran and the setting was the vehicle
he used to alienate the character (Har
old) from his surroundings

Everett has that introspective look
He gives the impression all life 1s sen
ous and seems to challenge the world
with his steady gaze

He refused to explain or defend his
writing (a rather common practice
with writers), but he did say, "“When
you read novels written by whites they
don’t have to identify their characters
as white."'

Vietnam revenge movies

by Robert Lothian

What the Vietnam revenge movies
have in common is white would-be
superheros who slaughter Southeast
Asians by the hundreds.

Armed to the teeth with the latest
American death technology for covert
actions, Sylvester Stallone (**First
Blood' and “*‘Rambo - First Blood
Part 2'") and Chuck Norris (**“Missing
in Acton,” parts one and two), single-
handedly set to do what the Army
and Air Force were unable to accom-
plish — win the Vietnam War.

Little matter that the U.S. pulled
out of Saigon in defeat 10 years ago.
The racism and genocidal hate behind
the tragedy that was Vietnam live in
the sick minds of these right wing
cretons who blame the bureaucratic
wimps for losing the war. That's
where Rambo's “‘I'm comin' to get
you, Murdock,’’ comes in: In spite of
CIA agent Murdock's games and in
tentional double cross, Rambo re-
turns victorious from a Vietnamese
prison camp to confront him with
some leftover POWs.

Destruction of an entire hamlet and
the massacre of dozens of Vietna-
mese and Russian soldiers i1s but a
prelude to Rambo’s righteous show-
down with Murdock. The audience
gets off on it: In the paramilitary
myth, Murdock is all of those official
bunglars who played politics and lost
the war to communism,

If only loyal American white men
like Rambo could have fought the
war their way, the myth goes, Amer
ica would have won. We'd be nding
tall in the saddle again just like in the
good old days, and we wouldn’t have
to take any crap from Cubans, Nica
raguans or Middle Eastern terrorists

At a crucial point in the film, Ram
bo's ex CO from 'Nam tells him,
“The old Vietnam is dead, Rambo,
forget it."" Rambo replies that as
long as he is alive, Vietnam is alive

““Rambo 1s a war machine that
can't be turned off,"" Stallone said in
an interview. Truer words about post
WW Il America, and the deformed,
paranoid, militanstic mind it spawned,
were never spoken. Rambo is a walk
ing World War Three

The Vietnam revenge movies are
popular, which says something about
the post-1984 Reagan-inspired na-
tional personality. That these new
comic books heros strike an emo-
tional cord with the mostly white,
mostly teenage males in the audience
is evident in the cheers that Stallone
and Norris get as they blast away
at “*the gooks."’

When these young men in the audi
ence, after returning home from some
future crusade in Nicaragua, or the
Philippines, or the Middle East, sit
in their wheel chairs and ponder the
war tragedy of their generation, will
they remember the way they cheered
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NOVELIST PERCIVAL EVERETT

Everett doesn’t have a magic for
mula for writing but attributes his
storytelling ability to an enormous
amount of reading and the study of
philosophy

He works a great many hours each
day but it's not always at the type
writer. To Everett, *“‘thinking is an
important aspect of wnting."”

One literary concern, especially
among Black scholars, is the lack of
Black male writers being published
Everett approaches the subject from
a different, if not a new, perspec
tive. He feels that many potential
Black male writers are being ushered
into other directions: medicine, law,
business and fields of that nature
But, he added, '‘Something we do
have to face is the fact that Black

women wrniters are selling these
days."

S0 the questions remains, and the
arguments rage, whether or not white
Amernica continues to keep the Black
male in the Black woman's shadow
for political reasons even though such
perceptive Black women novelists as
Carols Thomas, proclaim
“Black women are the other half of
who we (Black people) are."’

Everett said wniting a novel is really
involved because he spends a lot of
ume thinking about promoting the
1ssues he wants to promote

In “Walk Me to the Distance,'" Ev
erett’s charactenzation of a man’s
search for love and identity definitely

accomphished this goal: promoting an

Joyce

1ssue

- “With a little less luck,
- Icould win a fortune.”
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EMMA'’S KITCHEN

SOUL FOOD  Temales
Hot dogs
Bar-B-Que Ribs
Hamburger
Cheeseburger
Homemade Soup
French fries
Grilled Cheese
Sandwich
Eggs, Bacon
Sausage
Fried potatoes
Grits
Dinners
Cook's Choice
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“Looking Good Salon”

Special of the Decade

You have your own style, following your own rhythms and
keeping right in step. You have an air that is uniquely youl
Say “dramatic and sleek’’ in classic waves, or “lovely and
chic” in lively curls. And for you nails, we have the system to
put them in place.

Eysbrow wax ............
Shampoo, blow-dry, style & cut
New set of nalls .

Darlene Loving
Gwen Hutton

Looking Good Salon

826 Lioyd Center
Phone: 2828110
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