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METROPOLITAN
Percival Everett writes third novel

EMMA S KITCHEN
SOUL FOOD
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Black A fro -A m e ric a n  m ale novel
ists are not sprouting like leaves on  
trees, but at least one such w riter liv 
ing in the P o rtlan d  area is m aking  
him self kn ow n on the literary scene.

Percival E verett has w ritten  tw o  
novels: " Z u d e r ,"  the story o f  a Black 
baseball p layer, and his latest " W a lk  
M e  to  the D is tan c e ,"  an in tncate  
love story w ithou t racial identity.

Everett first cam e to  O regon in 
1978 and a fte r liv ing here fo r tw o  
years, decided to  m ake P ortlan d  his 
hom e in 1984 Th e lan d , the outdoors, 
the clim ate and the people were the 

reasons
Th e holder o f  a m aster’s degree. 

Everett w ill teach A fro -A m e ric a n  lit 
erature at the U n ivers ity  o f  Kentucky  
at C oving ton , Kentucky, this coming  
year. In  the m eantim e, he is working  

on his th ird  novel.
Everett is not w hat you w ould call 

a " ra d ic a l”  w rite r, but he does have 
his ow n style, as well as his particular 
ideas about w ritin g , and is concerned 
about the usage o f  Black literature.

" Is  it (lite ra tu re ) w ritten  by Blacks, 
or is it (lite ra tu re ) about B lacks?" he 
asked. As a teacher, Everett's con
cern fo r  the genre is o f  a m ore p ro 
found nature. H e  questions te rm in o l
ogies such as Black literature which he 
said, “ G enera lly  does a disservice to  
Black writers and people o f  all races.”  
In  " W a lk  M e  to  the Distance, E v 

erett said racial identity  was not im 
portant to  the story. " I f  I had m ade  
the characters B lac k . everyone w ould  
have paid atten tion  to  that fact and  
missed the s to ry ,”  Everett surm ized.

" W a lk  M e  to  the D istance”  is a 
love story. T h e  central character, a 
V ietn am  W a r veteran whose nam e is 
H a ro ld , tries to  find  a place fo r his 
disoriented life. H is search takes him  
to  a place called "S lu tis  H o le "  in 
W yo m in g . W h ile  there he meets and 
becomes a m em ber o f  a sheep-raising 
fa m ily . E ventua lly , through the u n 
fo ld in g  o f  the tale, he becomes the 
foster parent o f  a 7 -year-o ld  girl from  
V ie tn am .

There are m any w o n d e rfu l charac
ters in the novel, includ ing the one- 
legged mistress o f  the sheep ranch  
w ho takes H a ro ld  in . her “ id io t"  son 
and three interesting w o m en , tw o  o f  

w hom  are prostitutes.
Everett said he is not a V ietn am  

veteran and the setting was the vehicle 
he used to alienate the character ( H a r 
o ld ) fro m  his surroundings.

Everett has that introspective lo o k . 
H e  gives the im pression all life  is seri
ous and seems to  challenge the w orld  

w ith  his steady gaze.
H e  refused to  explain  o r defend his 

w riting  (a  rather co m m on practice  
w ith  w riters), but he d id  say, " W h e n  

you read novels w n tten  by whites they 

d o n ’ t have to  id en tify  their characters 
as w h ite .”

A
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Vietnam revenge movies
b y R o b ert L o th ia n

W h at the V ie tn am  revenge movies 
have in co m m on is w hite w ould-be  
superheros w h o  slaughter Southeast 
Asians by the hundreds.

A rm ed  to  the teeth w ith  the latest 
A m erican  death technology fo r covert 
actions, Sylvester Stallone ( “ First 
B lo o d ”  and " R a m b o  -  First B lood  
Part 2 ” ) and C hu ck N o rris  ( “ M issing  
in A ction ," parts one and two), single- 
handedly set to  do  what the A rm y  
and A ir  Force were unable to  accom 
plish —  w in the V ie tn am  W a r.

L ittle  m atter that the U .S . pulled  
out o f  Saigon in defeat 10 years ago. 
Th e racism and genocidal hate behind  
the tragedy that was V ietn am  live in 
the sick m inds o f  these right w ing  
cretons w h o  blam e the bureaucratic  
wim ps fo r losing the w ar. T h a t ’s 
where R a m b o ’s " I ’m  corn in ’ to  get 
you, M u rd o c k ,”  comes in: In  spite o f  
C IA  agent M u rd o c k ’s games and in
tentional doub le  cross, R am bo re
turns victorious fro m  a Vietnam ese  
prison cam p to  co nfron t him  w ith  
some leftover P O W s .

D estruction o f  an entire ham let and  
the massacre o f  dozens o f  V ie tn a 
mese and Russian soldiers is but a 
prelude to  R a m b o ’s righteous show 
dow n w ith  M u rd o c k . T h e  audience 
gets o f f  on it: In  the param ilita ry  
m yth , M u rd o c k  is a ll o f  those o ffic ia l 
bunglars w h o played politics and lost 
the w ar to  com m unism .
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I f  on ly loyal A m erican  w h ite  m en  
like R am bo could have fought the 
w ar their w ay, the m yth  goes, A m e r
ica w ould  have w on. W e 'd  be riding  
tall in the saddle again just like  in the 
good old days, and we w o u ld n 't have 
to  take any crap  fro m  C ubans , N ic a 
raguans or M id d le  Eastern terrorists.

A t a crucial po in t in the film , R a m 
bo's ex C O  fro m  'N a m  tells h im , 
" T h e  old V ietn am  is dead, R am bo, 
forget i t . "  R am bo replies that as 
long as he is a live, V ie tn am  is alive.

" R a m b o  is a w ar m achine that 
can’ t be turned o f f , ”  S tallone said in 
an interview . T ru e r w ords about post 
W W  I I  A m e ric a , and the deform ed , 
paranoid, m ilitaristic m ind it spawned, 

were never spoken. R am b o  is a w a lk 
ing W o rld  W a r Three.

Th e V ie tn am  revenge m ovies are 
po pu lar, which says som ething about 
the post 1984 Reagan-inspired n a
tional personality. T h a t these new 
com ic books heros strike an em o
tional cord w ith  the m ostly w hite, 
m ostly teenage males in the audience 
is evident in the cheers that Stallone  
and N orris  get as they blast aw ay  
at " th e  go oks.”

W hen these young m en in the a u d i
ence, a fter return ing hom e fro m  some 
fu ture crusade in N icarag u a , o r the 
Philippines, o r the M id d le  East, sit 
in their wheel chairs and ponder the 
war tragedy o f  their generation , w ill 
they rem em ber the w ay they cheered 
fo r R am bo , w h o  prepared their de
struction?

R am bo seems the k in d  o f  m yth ic  

hero ap prop ria te  fo r A m e ric a  now —  
a sexy messiah w ith  bulging muscles 
saving fat and fiaetd A m erica  fro m  
its guilt over genocidal w ars, and to  
save us fro m  facing up to  our role as 
the bu lw ark  o f  reaction and stifier o f  
progress in the T h ird  W o rld .

W hat can we look fo rw a rd  to  w ith  
R am bo Three —  R am b o  trashing  
terrorists in the M id d le  East, R am bo  
in N icaragua, R am bo single-handedly  
overcom ing the bureaucrats and  
shooting an M X  at M oscow ?

Th e trend is perhaps shown in the 
C huck N orris  m ovie , " C o d e  o f  Si
len ce."  H ere  C h u ck  brings hom e  
fro m  the jungle some o f  the m acho  
violence needed to  clean up the cities. 
H e  lakes on L a tin o  and Ita lian  drug  
pushers and w im ps in the C hicago po
lice force. H e  does it a ll singlehand 
edly, o f  course, and blows aw ay do z
ens o f  Latinos and Ita lian s in the 

process.

Everett doesn’t have a m agic fo r 
m ula fo r w ritin g  but attributes his 
storytelling ab ility  to  an enorm ous  
am ount o f  reading and the study o f  
philosophy.

H e  w orks a great m any hours each 
day but it's  not alw ays at the type
w riter. T o  E verett, " th in k in g  is an  
im portant aspect o f  w r itin g .”

O n e literary concern, especially 
am ong Black scholars, is the lack o f  
Black m ale writers being published. 
Everett approaches the subject from  
a d iffe ren t, i f  not a new, perspec 
live. H e  feels that m any potentia l 
Black m ale w riters are being ushered 
in to  other directions: m edicine, law , 
business and fields o f  that nature. 
B ut, he added, "S o m eth in g  we do  
have to  face is the fact that Black

w om en writers are selling these
days.”

So the questions rem aias, and the 
argum ents rage, whether or not w hite  
A m erica continues to  keep the Black 
male in the Black w o m an 's  shadow  
for po litical reasons even though such 
perceptive Black w om en novelists as 
Joyce C aro ls Th om as, proclaim : 
"B la c k  w om en are the other h a lf o f  
w ho we (B lack people) a re .”

Everett said w ritin g  a novel is really 
involved because he spends a lot o f  
tim e th ink ing about prom oting  the 
issues he wants to  prom ote.

In  " W a lk  M e  to  the D istance,”  E v 
erett's characterization o f  a m an's  
search fo r love and identity de fin ite ly  
accom plished this goal: prom oting  an  

issue.
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I could win a fortune.
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with a grin i in his late siren lung from 
sea i<> sea Hut maybe he wasn i all 
kidding

II. lor instance, he si Ix-en nisi a 
little less lucks and won f  Itltl. bed 
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And rem em ber. O regon wins 
w ith every ticket you buy.
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