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Earl Robinson at 75

by Robert Lothian

The ink is black, the paper is while,
together we learn io read and write,
to read and write;

Now a child can understand,
this is the law of all the land,
of all the land. "'

This popular tune, *“‘Black and
White,"" was first performed by Sam-
my Davis, Jr., in 1959, and became
famous in 1977 when recorded by the
rock group, *“Three Dog Night.

Earl Robinson co-wrote the song
with David Arkin in 1954 10 celebrate
the Supreme Court school desegre-
gation decision.

Over 30 years later at age 75, Rob-
inson is still going strong. He will
treat Portland to a medley of his mu-
sical creations, which span five dec-
ades, Thursday, June 13th, 7:30 p.m.
at the P.S.U. Campus Ministry, 633
S.W. Broadway.

Robinson is of the generation of
Paul Robeson, Woody Guthrie and
Pete Seeger, whose music combines
social protest with a celebration of
America.

Several of Robinson’s songs, in-
cluding “Joe Hill,” *‘Ballad for
Americans’’ and '“The House | Live
In,' were popularized by well-
known singers.

The celebrated Black bass Paul
Robeson made **Joe Hill"' world fa-
mous in the late 1930s. The song cele-
brates a labor activist and songwriter
of the early 1900s. It was also per
formed by Joan Baez at Woodstock,
and immortalized in the movie of the
same name.

“Ballad for Americans,” a 12-
minute musical history of America,
was performed by Robeson on the
CBS radio network. ““The House |
Live In"" was sung by Frank Sinatra in
the early 19405 and later became the
theme for a movie of the same name

Robinson and Robeson worked
together professionally, both were
members of the Communist Party in
the 19305, and both were black-listed
for their political views.,

Robeson once told him that he felt
freer in Russia than in the United
States, said Robinson.

““He loved the U.S., but he was
black-listed because he talked here
as a good American against racism
and because he talked abroad about
how American Blacks wouldn't fight
against Russia.""

Robeson once performed ' Ballad
for Americans' at Hollywood Bowl.
But even though Robeson was “‘the
only person that could fill the Holly-
wood Bowl with his voice,"" he wasn't
invited 10 a breakfast reception for
the artists the next morning, said
Robinson.

Los Angeless hotels wouldn't ac-
cept Blacks then, according to Rob-
inson, but Robeson's agent finally
tracked down a fancy downtown
hotel that would allow Robeson to
stay on the condition that he keep
a low profile.

But instead, Robeson sat in plain
sight in the lobby. **This was 10 insure
that the next time Marion Anderson
or Ron Hayes or other Black artists
came around, they would have a
place to stay. And it proved 10 be
true."

During their collaboration on
“Ballad for Americans,” Robinson
said Robeson ‘‘was cooperative in
every direction but pitch. He insisted
on moving the range down four and
five steps.”’

Robinson said his early stridency
has given way to an interest in rein-
carnation and ‘‘the inner revolu-
non."" His social protest themes have
evolved into dance/music produc
tions about dolphins and an upbeat
tribute to Christ called *'Thinking
About J.(

He describes his current work as an
addinion 1o, rather than a rejection
of, the pasi

Police problems
topic of forum

Connie Allen of the Young Social
15t Alliance and member of the Amal
gamated Clothing and Textile Work
ers Local 128, and Jim Miller of the
Socialist Workers Party will present
the socialist view of the police bomb
ing in Philadelphia, the choke-hold
killing of Lloyd Stevenson in Port-
land, and the significance of police
repression as a problem 1o be solved
by working people in the U.S,

The forum will take place Satur-
day, June 15, at 7:30 p.m., at the
Militant Bookstore, 2732 NE Union,
Portland. A $2.00 donation is re
quested, or $1.00 for unemployed.
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EMMA'S KITCHEN
SOUL FOOD

|
|
Tamales |
Hot dogs |
Bar-B-Que Ribs
Hemburger |
Cheeseburger |
Homemade Soup |
French fries |
Grilled Cheese |
Sandwich |

|

|

|
Dinners .
Cook'’s Choice |
|

|

brought to vou
every week
by

AMERICAN STATE BANK

MEMRER FRDERAL DEPOSIT

AUNCE COMPORA TION

The widest pyramid ever erected is the Quetzalcoatl
located 63 miles southeast of Mexico City. It is 177 feet
tall and its base covers an area of nearly 45 acres.

The widest single windew cver manufactured is lo-
cated in the Palace of Industry and Technology in Paris,
France. It has the extreme width of 715.2 feet!

The world’s widest hotel lobby is that of the Grand
Hotel Taipa in Taiwan. It measures 154 feet by 114 feet

and is 31 and a half feet high.

We do not do business with South Africa

American State

Bank AN INDEPENDENT BANK
L4 1A

Head Office
2737 N. E. Union
Portiand, Oregon 97212

Aerobics class at Olympian Fitness Center.

(Photo: Sara Ross)

Olympian Fitness Center

Grand opening Sat.

by Robert Lothian

The Olympian Fitness Center will
open its spic and span new facility to
the community for a grand opening
party Saturday from 6:30-10:00 p.m.

Staff will conduct tours of the cen-
ter's recently remodeled building,
located at 1829 N.E. Alberta. Non-
alcoholic health cocktails and hors
d'oeuvres will be provided, and body
building coach Von Ray Johnson will
give a welcoming address.

Linda Johnson and Harold John-
son will add their thoughts about
economic  development along the
Alberta Street business corridor

Club members will demonstrate
body building, aerobics, martial arts
and other fitness activities, accom
panied by music. Drawings and a
musical tribute to Marvin Gaye will
round out the evening

Admission to the grand opening
party i1s by printed invitations, avail
able free of charge at the center,
which is open 9 a.m. to 9 p.m., Mon
day through Friday, and 9 a.m. 10 §
p.m., Saturday, and at King's Ran-
som, S20S.W. Sth

Owner Martin Mentzer said it was
time that Northeast Portland had a
club-type fitness center. *‘It's been a
team effort,” he said. **“We hope to
have a positive impact on the com
munity.""

Junior Johnson, Olympian fitness
director, is a former Grant High foot
ball star and P.S.U. All-American
wrestler. He coaches children's wres
tling, adult body building and men's
and women’s weight control classes

“One of our main goals 1S 10 turn
out world class athletes and world
class people,” Johnson sid

Former Olympic boxer and now
human resources specialist at Port
land Community College, A. Halim
Rahsaan, will teach boxing, and 1984
Tai Kwan Do national champion
Na'im Hasan will teach martial arts

Kita Gaile coaches a Saturday aero-
bics class and Eyvonne Harris leads
about 30 women in freestyle exercises
Monday through Friday, 7-8 p.m

“Everybody lives in this area and
we're putting in 100 percent,”’ said
Johnson. **The good Lord willing,
it's going to kick for us.”

Asitranbulaw!

The world premmiere of Asitranbukaw!
will be presented at the Portland
Art Museum's Swann Auditorium on
June 28, 1985 at 8 p.m.

Asitranbukaw, which means ‘‘sit
down, relax, and enjoy yourself,"" is a
lively presentation of the music, dance
and costume of Ghana. The show was
written and produced by Obo Addy.
The first scene begins in the city of
Accra, Ghana, with the Ga people.
The traditional ceremony which in-
cludes the pouring of libation opens
the show. Scenes which feature the
music of the Ga, Ashanti, Ewe, and
Dagomba people will be included

Ghanaian music i1s known for its
intricate hand drumming and lively
rhythms. All the instruments and
costumes are authentic. Obo Addy’'s
musical group Kukrudu, will assist
with the music. Other cast members
include Benny Bell, Ruby Burns,
Michael Grant and the Passinart
Theater Company, and many more

Asitranbukaw promises (o be an
exciting, unusual, and dynamic eve-
ning of entertainment. Seats are lim-
ited. Tickets are available through
Bass outlets, G.1. Joes, and Artichoke
Music for $7 in advance, $8 at the
door,

Hock Shop

FOR SALE
' Leather coats, $10-420
—— Bikes, $15-960

5800 NE Union - 2876330

The center's building had long been
vacant, said Johnson. He pointed out
the bright and airy weight room and
women's exercise room, the boxing
and martial arts room, jacuzzis, steam
baths, saunas and wood-panelled
locker rooms

A large multi-purpose room is
available for community events, and
space has been reserved for two satel-
lite businesses — a beauty salon and a
day care center

“If we get the community support
we'll be putting in racquet ball courts
and a swimming pool,” Johnson
added

The first memberships were soid in
February, and the club now has 100
members, said R. Scott Chase, Olym-
pian executive director

Memberships are $170/year for
single adults, $325/year for couples
and $370/year for families, financ
able in monthly installments, said
Chase

Classes in special activities are avail
able on a per class fee basis. Chil
dren’s activities include ballet, wres
thng and martial arts. **‘My main goal
is to show a lot of character and be a
role model for these kids,"" said John
sSOon

Johnson said he is especially proud
of his Saturday weight control ses
sions for women who are 100 pounds
or more overweight. “*“We don't weigh
in, and we concentrate on losing
inches rather than pounds,” Johnson
said

Some women have come down two
or more dress sizes. 'l love it,"" he
saud

IN READING AND MATH “FOR ALL AGES™

JEANNE HARTZOG
OWNER/DIRECTOR

SENE Framont
Portiand Ovegor 9721

(503) 249-2855

Grand Opening
Smitty’s Bar-B-Q

TAKE OUT

You know people are always saying that they have the best Bar B-Que n
town, or that 's the tenderest Bar-B-Que you ever ate Al | have 1o say IS

You Don’t Need 3 Sets
of Teath to Eat My Beef!

Smitty’s Bar-B-

3940 N. Williams Ave. * 282-9265

ENROLL NOW

MMCMManwr\w -
ing for the 198686 school yeer. If you are interested

4 Swff dedicated to prowding education
tadored 10 each student’s needs

For more information, call 287-232. Four-year-okd
program through esghth grade, 26 NE Mormis.
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Roof Coating
1S my Business

Let me make a new roof
out of your old roof.

AsLowAsW a Sq.

* 40 YEARS EXPERIENCE »
e WORK GUARANTEED e
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