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West Coast Blackie at his home under the bridge.
(Photo: Richard J. Brown)

Under the bridge

by Lanita Duke

GRASSROOT NEWS, N.W
The river is their living room, the stars
their roof and the ground serves as
their carpet as those who fall through
the safety net reappear as Portland’s
invisible popula’ n

They have responded to the himite
summer shelter by living where they
can and literally living
underneath the brnidge

Beneaih the 1-5 Freeway ramp, be
tween the Mornison and Steel bridges,
a little-known community  exists
Shaded away from view and nestled
between the railroad tracks and the
river bank, a barking dog greets in
truders while a child plays hopscotch
in the dirt. Her mother cooks over an
open flame while her father reads the
paper

“The faces of the homeless have
changed,” said Michael Stoops, di
rector of the Burnside Community
Counal

“Although the image of Willie the
Wino, Freddy the Freeloader and the
Bag Lady is stull with us, the average
homeless person is 30 years old, 15
percent are women, 25 percent are
racial minonnes, one out of four are
chronically mentally ill and we are
seeing more and more families every
day."’

For eight years, Stoops has advocat-
ed and educated the city about a
group of people and a set of circum-
stances many would like to ignore
The council provides a vanety ol
basic human services such as dental,
medical, food and winter shelter to
Portland's homeless

the homeless

some  arc

“"We are the salety
ple are ineligible for
grams,”’ Stoops  explained
wind up on skid row and we are start

net when peo
other pro
“They

Ing to see too many come through.™
Recent city budget limitations elim
inated funding for summer shelier
“Everyone seems 1o be concerned
about the homeless in the winter, but
the summer 15 just as dangerous and
threatening,"’ “Young

people and those new 10 Burnside are

Stoops noted

starting 10 live underneath the bndge
Tony, a 25-year-old Black
said he has lived under the bridge for

male,

four years. “'I'm homeless because |
don’t want to go home. I'm not from
Portland. | came here with a job, lost
it and everything else.”’

Jim, a 31-year-old white male, said
once employers find out you live on
Burnside they
we're right back where we started

won't hire you. So,
nowhere

As the traffic overhead drowns out

their verbal frustration, Tony sad
they keep warm in the winter with
lots and lots of sleeping bags. | pro

tect myself with a billy club or hatch
et. I've got to watch out for people
trying to nip me off."”’

As he showed me his corner under
the bridge, | wondered what there was

to take. Blankets covered the dint
while cardboard cutouls serve as
walls. Besides a collection of broken

chairs and an assortment of clothes,
there was nothing else except the roar
of the traffic above and the sounds
of a train beside him

The city is the backdrop and a
rerminder of a city and society going

one way while the homeless stand sull

Racism workshop this weekend

Portland Black United Front co
chair Ron Herndon and Prot. Duane
Campbell (California State, Sacra-
mento) will open a weekend work
“Facing Racism,”" speaking
at Portland State, Smith Center,
Room 296, Friday, May 17, at 8 p.m
The workshop is co-sponsored by the
Amenca,

shi W oon

Democratic Socalists  of
Portland chapter, and the Associated

Students of PSU (ASPSLU)

The workshop will teach partici

pants aboul mainoniy

and dentty

aorgamzanons,

barriers between differ

ent racial groups working against

racism

Dry Cleaning

Special
2 pc. suits, $3.99
Pants, skirts, &
sweaters, $1.99

Corner of 7th & N.E. Knott
281-4372

HCTHaon wink iovus on black 1ssues
Campbell will speak 10 Latno issues,
based on his expenience in the United
and
Sacramento Immigranon Commutiee
and La Semilla Cultural Center. He
is co-chair of the DSA Ann-Racism
Commission

Farmworkers, currently in the

The workshop continues May I8
with a game, Bafa-Bata, designed 1o
increase sensitivity in interracial com
mumcation, from 9:30 a.m. o noon
From 1:30 10 3:30 p.m. Dr. Campbell
“Ann

Socialism.™”

will present a discussion on

Racism and Democratic

Both events are also at Smuth Center,
Room 296
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From left, Robert Ames, Pres. First Interstate Bank; Bud Clark, Port-

land Mayor, and Matthew Prophet, Superintendent of Portland Public
Schools, kick off Cans for Kids drive. Funds from cans collected will
support drug and alcohol abuse programs in the schools

(Photo: Richard J. Brown)

Victim's rights sought

Saying, *‘Crime victims will not rest
until they are assured fairness in the
criminal justice system,"”” Bob Kouns,
Presideat of Vicims United,
addressed a rally on the Capitol steps
in Salem recently which launched a
drive aimed at placing a new victims'
November,

C nme

nghts imnanve on the
1986 ballot

Kouns was joined by State Repre
Randy Miller and Marlene

national rights

senlanve
Young, a vichims’
leader as chiel sponsors of the imtia
tive which must be signed by some
75,000 voters by July 6, 1986 in order

1o o before the electorate

K wuns told the rally the imnatve
would establish equivalent Miranda
Rights for victims and require the
Parole Board 1o allow vichims 1o al
tend 1ts heanng

The Miranda Rights for victims

would require a defense attorney

el a victim who the attorney repre
sents, that the victim does not have 1o
talk to the attorney and that of the vik
nm wishes 1o 1alk may request that a
district attorney be presen
Ihe imnative would also

Require that the wi m's sched
ule be considered in the setting of tnial
and monon dates

Prohibit exclusion of the victum

from he ourtrooim  as otien oavcurs
atl the delense attorney’s reguest
When “‘constitutionally  perms
Divestment
bv Lanita Duke
GRASSROOT NEWS, NW

The House Human Resource Com
mittee will send 1o the Oregon House
a measure that will require the State
Treasurer 10 gradually sell state in
vesiments in companies doing busi
ness in South Afrnica

House Bill 2001 was supported by
a number of progressives, liberals
and a host of state legislators during
public testimony April 3rd

Due 1o scare tactics employed by
State Treasurer Bill Rutherford, who
told the that divestment
meant a multi-milhion dollar loss 10
the public trust fund — primanly the
Public Employees Retirement system

the original bill was diluted.

Rep. Rick Kotulski issued a pro
posal calling for a divestment of funds
from companies that fail 1o follow
principals espoused by the 1984 Nobel
Peace Prize winner Bishop Desmond
Tutu

Called the Expanded Sullivan Prin
cipals, 1t states that companies should
allow Black workers to live with their
families, support their union and in
vest in education and training

Rep. Margaret Carter, who intro
duced the hill, said the current word
ing, if passed, will require a withdraw

commiltiee

al of 45 percent of Oregon funds _

invested in companies doing business
in South Africa

Register to vote

The Associated Students and staff
of Portland Community College
Cascade, 705 N. Killingsworth, will be
operating a voler registranon table in
the foyer of the Student Center Build
ing until May 20. They invite mem
bers of the community to stop by and
register to vote in the May 21 special
election

National Association for the
Advancement of Colored People

284-7722
A Public Service of the
Portland Observer
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sible,” require joint tnals of multiple
defendants in a single case so that a
victim is not subject 1o excruciating
multiple trials

Give proseculing  attorney I
criminal felony cases the same nun
ber of opportuniti challeng hie
suitability of jurors as delense a
Iu1||t'_\.||.|'.l

Give prosecutor qua
with delense a I wdn "
evidence ol a witnesse P
vicTin

Allow epara fon
each cnime and each vicim. For ex
ample a drunken drniver who kills tour
people could be sentenced Tor Tour
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Bob Kouns or Norman Frnink at
2454920
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Dreamspan Saturday

Want a role in shaping Portland's
future? Then come to Dreamspan,
Saturday, May 18, on the Burnside
Bnidge

Bring a friend, bring a grnin and
bring us your dreams 10 build a plan
on. Join Mayor Bud Clark and the
Portland City Council at Dreamspan,
the kick-off event for Portland’s
Central City plan. Meet thousands of

MRS.C’s

WIGS
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Take an additio al 10%
off already marked down
wig prices.

your neighbors on the Burnside Bndge
al 11 a.m when a balloon arch will be
raised 10 join both sides of the Wil
lamette River

ater, hear the music of Crazy 8's
and Johnny Limbo and the Lugnuts
at Waterfront Park. Help plan Port
land at D camspan, Saturday, May
I8, from 1] am. to S p.m. at the

Burnside Brnidge

Betty Cabine Propretor

Faaturwag wags by NADMI SIMS ANDRE DOUGLAS NATALIE COLE & MICHAEL WEERS
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Reg. $23.95
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Reg. $32.00

MRS. C’s WIGS
707 N.E. Fremont 281-6525

Closed Sun. & Mon. OPEN Tues. thru Sat. 11:30 AM to 6:00 PM

Scientologists Invite

Whistleblowers to Speak

FREEDO

was s0 tremendous that a national coa

IRS whistleblowers has
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