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- Mayor Bud Clark: call anytime

condemnation of racism among the rank and
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N Last week our general manager received a call 3

i from Mayor Bud Clark’s aide who said our April file of the police bureau makes Portland ripe for ALL OUR FRIENDS IN THE REGION ARE CLEAN-CUT
a0 24th editorial was unfair. He was immediately a long, hot summer. But when members of the ALL-AMERICANV

X directed, as all our readers, to write a letter to rank and file sell T-shirts which say, ‘“‘Don’t TYPES *

choke "em, smoke 'em,’’ that says it for us.

Mayor Bud Clark rode to victory because of
the way his predecessor handled the oppossum
incident. It left a bitter taste in our mouths that
we cleared up at the voting booth. The fact that
officers involved in Stevenson’s death were also
involved in the oppossum incident, clearly
proves an element exists within the bureau which
has no business exercising the authority of a
policeman.

Mayor Clark’s aide should be thankful for an
independent, outside analysis of an institution
riddled with racism and reeking with political

the editor.
Ironically, our editorial board felt that par-
ticular editorial was rather tame. We pulled our
& punches when we wanted to say how inexperi-
I enced the Mayor's staff is by the way they han-
dled the Stevenson's tragedy. It was the Black
United Front who called for an inquest and the
Mayor responded to the community’s demand

for justice.
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_ We wanted to say how the police union was
e really running the department but we gave Chief
Penny Harrington the benefit of the doubt.

Bill Gray: first Black vice president?

Along the Color Line by Dr. Manning Marable

Business Week, the
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give kids more homework and
bring back better teachers
into community schools."

~ Letters to the Editor_%__

The Observer welcomes letters (o
the editor. Letters should be typed
or neatly printed and signed with the
author’s name and address (ad

dresses are not published). We re

serve the right to edit for length. Mail
to: Portland Observer, P. (). Box
3137, Portland, OR 97208.

Prison protest

To the Editor,

Another life lost at the hands of
those who are entrusted with the reso
lute duty to protect the very com
munity. | was saddened by the news
of the killing of another Black man in
the State of Oregon, and | convey my
empathy to the family of the deceased
brother

But | am writing this letter to the
community to expose another death
grip that has its hands around the
neck of the Black population of Ore
gon. A grip that systematically
choking the community and carrying

15

out genocide of our Black communi

ties of Oregon, the hands belong 1o
the Oregon State Correctional and

Penal System. Presently Blacks make
up approximately 30-35 percent of the
being  housed state
correctional faciliies. This number
may not appear to be much, but when
one considers that Blacks do not even
make up 18 percent of Oregon’s total
population, one begins 1o realize the
disproportion as opposed 1o the penal

population n

population, and this 1s not by chance
or accoident

The system of correction is designed
and operated to make money and
Blacks are considered
commaodity
rection division  release  services
CDRS) i1s geared 1o make people fail
and return to the institutions; there is
no transitonal support offered 1o
men leaving the facility (CDRS). The
men being released back the
commumuties are fNlled with anger,
frustrations, and some

Just another

The release center (cor

mnto

hostihines,

times just plain confusions which are
a direct effect of the way they are
treated by staff of this facility
(CDRS)

| feel that the community is entitled
to know what 1s going on here and
how it will affect them in the long
run. They should be enlightened about
the State Correction Division Sys
tem, as well as the local corrections
and police department systems. The
incident on May 19, 1985, of a man
being choked 1o death in his own
community at the hands of one who is
sworn (o protect should not and can
not be considered an isolated inci
dent. Neither can the situation with
the correctional system here at CDRS
and OSP be passed off as just an
other inmate complaining. It
very serious matter and affects all of
the population of Oregon, especially
the Black communities

STRESSAL LYNN JOHNSON

P. O. Box 47632, OSP
Salern, OR 97310
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