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Ku Klux Klan in Portland:
big in 20s, says professor

by Robert Lothian

The Ku Klux Klan during the 1920s
had a powerful influence on Oregon’s
political life, according to Portland
State professor David Horowitz

Up 1o 50,000 Oregon men may
have been members of the Klan in the
decade from 1920 1o 1930, he said
Considering the size of the state al
that time, the Oregon Klan duning the
20% achieved the size of “‘a huge mass
movement,”’ according 1o Horowitz

In addition, said Horowitz, “‘the
Klan did play a major role in electing
Governor Walter Pierce in 1923."" He
showed shdes of Klan documents
which implicated Oregon’s *‘progres
sive’” governor as a Klan member

Horowitz spoke 1o an overflow
audience at the Oregon Historical
Society on information gleaned from
Oregon Historical Society fiims. His
researches were made possible by a
grant from the Oregon Commuttee for
the Humanities.

Horowitz' shides of Klan gather
ings and documents were accompa
med by recorded protestant hymns
Spotlighted in a corner was one of the
infamous hooded white robes do
nated by a student whose aunt had
kept it in her attic for years

Horowitz said his research revealed
that the Klan has had three periods of
more or less influence right alter
the Civil War, when it formed 10 in-
nimidate newly freed Black slaves,
during the 20s, probably the Klan
hevday so far, and during and after
the civil rights movement of the
| s

It was during the 205, according to
Horowitz, that the Klan achieved the
status ol a ll“l"llhli mass movement,
with an estimated 3 million members
inthe U.S

With the exceptions of the ant
war movements prior to WWII and
during the Viet Nam war, the Klan
during the 20s was “‘perhaps the larg
es! mass movement in U.S. history,’
according 1o Horowitz

A dramatic and frighteming shde
depicted an open Klan parade n
Washington, D.C., on Sept. 26, 1924

Thousands of white-robed Klansmen
from all over the U.S, paraded with

Amencan tlags and crosses in tront ol
the nation’s capitol

The Klan at that time was big n
Oregon, Oklahoma, Arkansas, Ohio
Winois, Chicago, Mew York City and

Indiana. ‘‘where they pretty much
ran the state,”” sand Horowiz

“It was in the cities where the Klan
attracted s great following hie
aid. “'Portland wa he center I
Klan activities in Oregon m Med
ford "

A shde of a newspaper photo Trom
August, 1921 howed robed Klan
men with Portland mavor Baker and
pohice ol hicia Fred Gattord walt
ed cvclops' of the Portland Klan,
was one of those pictured. Gifford
dispensed jobs and pohinical patronage
from the Klan miwe dow Wil
the Pintock Bl b i I H
wilz

Multnomah County  government
was said 1o have been run by the Klan
and the Klan elected mayors in A
toria. Tilamook and Medtord, Ho
witz said. Klan members were sher
iffs and officials i other |
said

The Klan in Oregon was violently
dedicated 10 “racism and nativism,’

“pure  womanhood,’ prohibition,
anti-Bolshevism and anti-Cathohcism,
he sand

An excerpt from La Grande Klan
meeting minutes referred to “a Cath
olic in the woodpile,"" doubling up on
a racial and a rehgious shui ard
Horowitz

Of the three documented cases ol
Klan nightniding in Oregon, according
to Horowitz, all three o urred
Southern Oregon duning the 1920

Two of the three casc nvolved
Black men accused of associating wit
white women, and the thud u ived
a Hispanic-Indian man accused ol
the same thing, Horowitz sand

“*In all three (LY these men werd
thear " i ] 1 '.|1
the ground,"” he sand. One was driver

the Califormia border and told to
keep walking, according 1 Hor

One of Horowitz® shdes showed an

frung up

authentic  Klan apphcaton  lorm
“Do vou believe v owhite uprem
acy?.'” asked one ol the guestion

Susan S. Meyers, left, and Jeanie Marie Fryer, right, were two of
thres women arrested Monday in a downtown Portland demonstration

against the nuclear arms race

(Photo: Richard J. Brown)
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“Don’t choke ’em, smoke '’em”’

T-shirts banned

by Lanita Duke

GRASSROOT NEWS, NW, —
On April 26, while Tony Stevenson
was being laid 1o rest with military
honors, a Portland policeman was in
the parking lot at East Precinct selling
T-shirts that read, ‘‘Don’t choke
‘em, smoke "em.’

At a Monday morning press con-
ference the Black United Front is-
sued a blanket condemnation of the
T-shirt sales and a statement from
the Stevenson's family attorney:

“While we still feel the greal ma-
jority of Portland Police Officers do
their best 1o perform a very difficult
job and are truly concerned with the
safety and welfare of Portland’s cit-
zens, this ugly and cynical response 10
events connected with Stevenson's
death serves to remind us all that
there is still an element within the
Police Bureau that is unfit for the se
rious responsibilities that the public
has entrusted 1o them,”" stated Ronme
Herndon, co-chair of the Black Unit-
ed Front

“These officers should be subjected
to the severest form ol appropnate
This disgusting
I-shirt business only deepens our
worst fears,”” Herndon added

Sgt. Jay Decker, public informa
tion officer for the Portland Police
Bureau, said Officers Richard A
Montee, 46, and Paul A. Wickersham,
11. were involved in the T-shirt saies

“From what | understand, they

disciplinary action

were frustrated because the cardic
level of control was taken away. They
were saying, ‘If you take that away,
vou have nothing left but 1o shoot.’
Whatever their reasons, it was poor
timing and tasteless. It ruins the image
of the whole bureau,’’ said Decker
Decker said between 20-26 T-shirts
were distributed. In terms of disa
plinary action, Decker said the Po

lice Union's contract outhined an oral

or written reprimand, demotion or
discharge.

“The more serious the discipline,
the more safeguards are built into the
procedures,”” Decker added.

A formal hearing will be conducted
before the Chief (Penny Harrington)
and the Police Commissioner (Bud
Clark). Currently, Montee and Wick-
ersham have been reassigned 1o per-
sonnel pending the Chief’s findings.

Herndon said the T-shirt incident
proves, ‘“You have a small group of
police officer on the force who are
dangerous. The message is to shoot a
Black person, don’t choke him. This
mentality is what you would expect
from police hit-squads in El Salva-
dor. And this is an individual your
and my tax dollar pays for."”

Herndon interjected that the disci-
pline focus should not stop with the
officers who sold the T-shirts, but
those who purchased them, as well.

I hope Harrington does her dead
level best 1o try to root this element
out of the force,”" Herndon added.

Rev. John Jackson, co-chair of the
BUF, said Portland Blacks had re-
sponded 1o their leadership when they
asked them not to destroy the protest
over Stevenson's death by rioting

“Do you think this kind of thing
helps us when we try to keep people
calm?,"” Jackson asked rhetorically
“Someone has taken it upon himself
by intimating things that say whal
they (police) did was justified.”

Herndon said during the 1981
opossum-tossing incident, in which
Portland Police offices threw dead
opossums in front of a Black-owned
restaurant, investigation revealed a
“dirty thirty."”’

“There are a group of officers who
got most of the citizens' complaints
regarding misconduct Whatever
happened 1o them? Tt looks as il they
showed up at East Precinct,”” Hern

don noted

4-yr. nursing requirement
opposed by Rep. Carter

hy Robert L othian

Representative  Margaret  Carter
helped pass a ill through the Oregon

House of Representatives Apnl 11

hat would stop plans by the Oregon
Board of Nursing to require regis
ed nurses in Oregon 1o have a tour
car nursing degree
I wirsing board had admamistra
led that startiing in 1990, nur
ng candidates would be required 1o
have a Bachelor's degree belore tak

iny 1 hi I-(\ |\ CNse cvam

HB 2928 would take the authornity

devide nursing educaton require
ments away from the Oregon Board
of Nursing, putting an end to the tour
vear degree reguirement. The bill calls

for the board to form a plannng com-
mission 1o come up with a plan ftor
wirsing education 1o be presented to
the next session of the Legislature

Carter and nurses’ representanives
v the il necessary 1o avond a st
uation  where nursing  carcers  arce
wailable only 10 a well-educated elite
hat can aftord to attend expensive
four year programs

‘0 will fight 1o the iving end" 1o
keep nursing  career  opportumnes
wpen for minonities, single mothers,
people hanging careers and others
who receive their nursing education
from relatively imexpensive 1wo year
civmmumity \-‘“l'}'l' Progrms, \‘“lj
Caner

Manv  nursing candidates are un
able 1o get into the profession except
through community  college  pro
grams, according to Carter

‘1 am confident (the bill) will pass
the Senate,"” she sand

The move toward four year degree
requirements s a big 1ssue wilh nurses
n Oregon and across the country,
aid representatives  of - Concerned
Nurses of Oregon. They worked with
Rep. Carter in lobbying tor the bill

About 70 percent of the nurses in
Oregon now have two and three year
degrees  from  community  colleges,
aid Kathan Zerzan, spokeswoman
for Concerned Nurses of Oregon

The effect of the nursing board’s
four vear degree ruling would be 1o
close off the profession 1o 70 percent
of the nursing candidates in Oregon,
including many low income and mi
norty candidates, said Zerzan

A four year nursing degree from
the University of Portland, for in
gance, she said, can cost up to $6,000

“It 15 a question of the profession
becoming a very ehnst, upper class,
non-canng,
gon,'” she sand

non-hands-on  profes
““I see it as an attempt
disenfranchise nurses and turn the

profession over to a small, white
chite,”” sand Zerzan, reterning to the
tour year degree requirement

Nurses with two and three vear
associate degrees do most of the bed
ade nursing now, she sad, whiie
those with Bachelor's degrees often
end up in nursing management

The four year degree requirement
would reinforce a tier system within
nursing with highly paid white nurses
with Bachelor's degrees at the top,
according to Zerzan. A majonty of
lower-pad muinorty and low income
nurses, who couldn’t afford the tour
vear degree and who thus would be
barred from taking the RN lcense
exam, would be relegated 10 memal
tasks, she sand

Furthermore, simd Kathy Schidt,
president of the Oregon Federation ol
Nurses, those RNs with heenses, yel
without the four year degree would
probably have a harder nme finding
jobs. Once the nursing board made 11s
administrative ruling, she said, the
next step might be 1o take away the
“grandma' clause protecting those
nurses who received licenses without a
Rachelor’s degree

The nursing board contends that
four vear degrees are necessary 10 up
grade the profession. The board 15
charged with overseeing nursing in
Oregon 1o insure “‘the health and
safety of the citizens of the state ol
Oregon, ™

But Concerned Nurses of Oregon
contends that the board is made up ol
white management types who see a
“surplus of nurses’’ and who want 1o
protect the wages and positions of
well educated white nurses.

The nursing board's ruling *‘will
have such an impact on the health
care system in Oregon that we think
the legislature should be involved,”
sand Schmdt

Concerned Nurses of Oregon was
formed in 1984 for the sole purpose ol
fighting the four year degree require
ment, said Zerzan. The group has a
mailing list of 1,500, and it organized
an aggressive letter wnting and phone
campaign to gather support for HB
2928, she saud

King. Assn. meet

There will be a meeting held on
Wednesday, May 8, 1985, in the King
Neighborhood Facility, Cafetorium,
4815 N.E. Tth Ave., at 7:30 p.m. to
discuss strengthening the Inner North-
east Police Precinct Council and look-
ing at possible cooperative efforts
with North Portland Police Precinct

Council,

CASCADE
NATUROPATHIC CLINIC

“Our Goal Is Healthy Families"'

Safe, Effective Natural Therapies ¢ Individualized
Health Appraisals ® Family Medicine * Herbal
and Homeopathic Medicines * Athletic and
On-The-Job Injuries * Women's Health Care
Complete Laboratory and Diagnostic Testing

Phone 289-9914

Dr. Steven Bailey Dr. Adam Ladd
Licensed Naturopathic Physicians

819 N. KILLINGSWORTH

MRS. C’s
WIGS

Many wigs priced at 5 510 & %16

Take an additio al 10%
off already marked down

wig prices.

Retty Cabing, Propnetor
Purchase your Ebony Fashion Tickets Here

Fadturg sagn by MADMI SiMS ANDRE DOUGLAS NATALIE COLE B MICHAEL WEERS

Purchase your Ebony Fashion
Tickets Here
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Reg. $23.95 Reg. $32.00

MRS. C’s WIGS
707 N.E. Fremont 281-6525

Closed Sun. & Mon. OPEN Tues. thru Sat, 11:30 AM to 6:00 PM

John Morrell, Fully
Cooked, Water Added,
Whole, 4 to 8-1b. Avg.
Smoked

139

Top Sirloin Steak 2.5z . 2.59
Beef Rib Bonesu2iaas = ..99

Red or Golden
Delicious Apples:s .. 1.29
Locally Grown

.09

Rhubarb

SE 20th & DIVISION Forest Grove - 2329 PACIF

SE 7Ind b FLAVEL Oregon City - 878 MOLA 3955 SE POWELL
NE 16th & FREMONT Canby — 1051 SW 1st NE 74th & GLISAN

W BURNSIDE at 218t LLOYD CENTER HILLSBORO  361' SE OAK
SAN RAFAEL 1970 NE 122nd »
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