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Rain or shine, he's all washed up
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For a year now, O tis Th- rn lon  has 
been washing up io  2(1 ears a day on 
the lot behind the M obil Sla!i m ai U n­
ion and hillingswntth.

The IK-year o ld  I ou isiana na liyc  
worked as a carpenter in Portland un­
til ihe economic s itua tion  made lha l 
kind ot wmk haid lo  gel.

"There’s just no jobs,”  he said.
He was unemployed lo r over three 

years until he came up w ith the idea ol 
starting the ear wash business Now , 
a lte i reim bursing the station lo r  the 
water Ire uses, and tor e le tirk ily  lo r his 
vacuum cleaner, he says he makes a 
"ha llw ay decent”  living.

On some days, when he's rea lly  
busy, lik e  on a sunny day a lte r i t ’ s 
been raining, he’s even able lo  provide 
work lo r his cousin a.<d nephew

( ars are lined up three and lo u r  
deep on a good dav I heir drivers talk 
with each oilier in tuss around polish­
ing chrome as they wait

Ih e  $5 price includes a com ple te 
wash, vacuum ing and c lean ing the 
inside, scrubb ing w h ile  w a lls  and 
washing windows. T h o rn to n ’s equip­
ment consists o l several plastic live- 
gallon buckets wash m itts , a box ot 
tags, an industrial vacuum cleaner and 
a couple o l ladders lo  hang his wash­
cloths on He occasionally uses a lad 
der Tor reaching the tops o f vans.

Thornton is there from  8 lo  5, rain 
oi shine "W hen H’s real bad. then I'm
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not here," and when it ’s slow he often 
retreats lo  the station o ffice  lo  watch 
TV, he said

The lo ca tio n  c o u ld n 't  be better 
" I t ’s right around a lot o f businesses: 
the bank, the restauran t, everyth ing 
is here ”

Sometimes he sees some lough char 
aelcrs on the corner, but "those thieves 
and robbers, I d o n 't have n o th in ' to 
do w ith  th e m ,”  he said II there 's 
something he’ s learned while working 
on the corner and at d iffe rent jobs in 
the past, and in travelling Iro in  Port- 
land to  I ouisiana. Chicago and IX- 
tro it, said Thorn ton , it 's  " d o n 't  trust 
nobody."

I h o rn iin i can ’ t say fro m  his per 
spevttve on the corner whether his cus­
tomers think their lives arc better now 
than lour years ago. "Y o u  hear it both 
w a ys ," he says. "S om etim es people- 
say it 's  going good, sometimes slow, 
sometimes they say ’ I 'l l  pay you later' "

Other would be small businessmen 
have fo llow e d  I h o rn lo n 's  example 
"W h e n  they see me busy, everybody 
wants to gel in to  i t . "  T ha t's  O K , he 
says. "T h e y 're  go ing to  w ork  and 
don’t want to steal ”

I h o rn lon  w ou ld  like  some day to 
have a place o l his own where he can 
expand As long as the car washing 
slays "h a llw a y  decen t." he says he 'll 
stick w ith it. " I  just want lo  do a good 
jo b , "  he said " I  try  and send every 
body out happy."
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Experts to debate role of CIA
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"Master Harold" (Dan Hays) canter, and "The Boys" (A Laa Wilson. 
Jr and Rick Jonas) expose the emotional toll of apartheid
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Portlanders get last chance 
to see powerful play
by Robert Lothian

There 's  another weekend le ft in 
which lo  see Ihe lense d ram a about 
the personal side o f apartheid, "M a s ­
ter H a ro ld  and the B oys.”  It plays 
again Friday and Saturday night at 8 
p .m . and Sunday at 2 p .m ., at the 
Interstate Firehouse C u ltu ra l Center, 
5T4O N Interstate.

"M aste r H a ro ld " sneaks up on ihe 
audience, starting out slow and bu ild ­
ing to  an in te ns ity  o f  e m o tio n  lh a l 
leaves hearts thu m p in g  and m inds 
w ondering  Just three characters 
in te rac ting  in a sm all cafe superb ly 
convey a fee ling fo r  the dream s o f  
South A fr ic a n  B lacks, Ihe c rip p le d  
hum an ity  o f  South A fr ic a n  wh ites, 
and fo r  the threat o f v io lence that 
could break out at any moment

W ritte n  in 1982 by w h ite  South 
A fr ic a n  p la y w rig h t- in -e x ile  A lh o l 
Fugard, “ M aster H a ro ld ”  is set in 
1950. It opens on a slow day in the St. 
(ieorge's park Tea Room, Port Eliza­
beth, South A fr ic a . "M e n u  — pea 
soup, meat pie and gravy.”  Sam, the 
headwatter (p layed by K ick  Jones, 
also d irec to r), and W illie , his helper 
(A. Lee W ilson, Jr.) — " th e  boys" —- 
are tak in g  advantage o f  the lu l l  to  
practice th e ir l i fe ’ s passion — b a ll- 
rixrm dancing

They are soon jo in e d  by M aster 
H aro ld  (Dan Hays), 17-year-old son 
o f the couple that owns ihe cafe, who 
comes lo  do his schoo lw ork  and fo r 
com pan ionsh ip . We learn that 
" F la l ly "  has a cripp led  d ru nk  fo r a 
fa the r, a s itu a tio n  tha t g rea tly  d is ­
turbs the boy.

Sam has w o rked  fo r  the fa m ily  
fo r a long tim e and has been a com ­
panion, even a substitu te  fa the r fo r 
H a lly . H a lly  teaches Sam what he 
learns in school and Sam leaches 
Hally how to he a man, and a human 
being Once Sam taught the " l i t l le  
while boy in shorts" how to  f ly  a kite, 
" t o  give you som eth ing to  look  up 
to ,"  says Sam I l's  clear that the older 
Black man has not lost his hum an ity  
lo  apartheid

"T h ings  are so complicated n o w ,"  
says H a lly , and they gel m ore com 
plicated when he learns lhal his father 
m ight come home fron t the hospital 
He’s reminded o l the white he’s sup­
posed lo  be H is m othe r’ s comments 
about ge tting  “ to o  fa m il ia r ”  w ith  
Sam and W illie , and his fa ther's  ad­
m o n itio n  lo  " le a c h  the boys a h ide  
respect, my son.”  come hack to him 
Caught between racist con d itio n in g  
and his conscience, he rages at Sam 
and W illie.

They try  and calm him  w ith  a de ­
sc rip tio n  o f  a joyous  n igh t at Ihe 
ballroom . " T o  be one o f those fin a l­
ists out there on Ihe dance flrxrr is like 
being in a w o rld  w ith o u t accidents. 
I l's  beau tifu l, it 's  the k ind  o f life  we 
want,”  Sam fells the enthralled boy.

But Hally goes over Ihe brink when 
Sam tries to  convince h im  lo  calm  
dow n , and lo  love his fa the r. "B e  
ca re fu l, Sam, y o u 're  tread ing  on
dangerous ground........... you’ re just a
servant here and d o n ’ t forget i t , "  he 
says, drawing the line Irrational, Hally 
then tells a racist joke his lather taught 
him and spits in Sam's face.

W illie  is ready to  trouce  the boy, 
but ho lds back at Sam ’ s insistence. 
H a lly , the young white hoy in short 
pants, is now M asier H a ro ld , (he 
racist w h ile  South A fr ic a n . " Y o u  
have hurl yourself, Master H a ro ld ,”  
Sam tries once again lo  make (he boy 
see what he's becom ing. "T h e  face 
you should he s p ittin g  on is your 
fa th e r 's .”  The worst pa rt fo r  Sam 
is his feeling o f having failed to  teach 
Hally to be a human being

There ’ s a troub led  reco nc ilia tion , 
friendsh ip seems to  w in out. But the 
play leaves us w ith  a big question as 
to  whether H a lly  w ill jo in  hum an ity  
or the other side, and about the future 
o f this troubled land.

H a ro ld  leaves to  go hom e and 
face his father Sam and W illie  put a 
co in  in the ju k e  box and dance to  
September S ong”  as the lig h ts  go 
down

A tree public lecture, "liiic-lligenee 
O pciu lions How Undercover D tp lo  
macv W orks ," hv lo u iie i ( IA  o lfic ia l 
John Stephenson and Political Science 
Professor G ordon Sc Illum ing w ill be 
presented on luesdav. March 5. I98S, 
12 noon, at the W illa m e tte  ( enter 
A u d ito r iu m , 121 S SS Salmon Street, 
Portland

Intelligence operations have plaved 
a role in U S foreign policy lor nearly 
50 years But as Americans read and 
watch news reports ot ( IA  acttviltcN in 
Nicaragua, Asia, and the Middle I asi. 
serious questions arc being raised over 
the proper role ol the intelligence com 
muittiy

A te covert operations v ita l to out

Self-defense
fhe Portland Police Bureau's sexual 

assault prevention program  w ill o ile r 
ils  m on th ly  nine hour "W o m a n  
s tre n g th "  sell defense class at Ihe 
Portland Adveniisi Academy, I At«) SI 
961 h on W ednesdays, M a tch  ft, IT , 
and 20, from  ft TO to 9 TO pan

Kcgistraiinn Ix-gms Tuesday, I ebru 
ary 19 and continues un til the class is 
lu ll R egistra tion is done by ca lling 
796-TIT9.

A class sfrecifically for women and 
girls who are legally b lind w ill he held 
ai Volunteer Braille Services. 4(XII N l 
Halsey on Tuesdays, March 5, 12 and 
19 from  6: TO 9 TO p in Registration 
for these classes begins I uesday, Feb 
ruary 19 ( a ll Volunteer Braille Serv­
ices a I 284-TTT9 Enro llm ent fo r this 
class is lim ited to 15.

Both classes are tree and arc ava il­
able to women and girls age IT and up 
Those registering must he able to  a t­
tend all three sessions o f the class.

Black history
Black H is to ry  M on th  w ill he cele­

brated w ith  an entertainment and in ­
fo rm a tion  program  2 to  5 p m. Sun­
day, Feb. 24, at the C la rk  C o u n ty  
Public U tility  District office, 1200 Fort 
Vancouver Way.

T hree organ izations representing 
Blacks in (  la rk  C o u n ty  arc jo in in g  
forces to  present the p rogram .

Admission is $5 per fam ily or $2.50 
per adult and $1.50 fo r those 12 and 
younger. Tickets may be purchased at 
the door.

Native culture
A N P O  N ative  A m erican  C u ltu re  

Center is sponsoring  a co m m u n ity  
event on Sunday, February 24, n ixm  
to f t  p .m  at the N orthw est Service 
Center. T it le d , "N a t iv e  A m erican  
C u ltu ra l E xpressions," inc lud ing an 
art exh ib it, c ra lt and food sales, sing­
ing, d ru m m in g , danc ing , and three 
women speakers. Topics include per­
sonal growth, fam ily and com m um iy, 
sp iritua l and tra d itio n a l values. D o ­
nation $2.00. Event landed by M etro ­
politan Arts Commisson.

nation's security? Should mielligeixe 
organizations he held accountable? 
Are t IA aiiempis lo withhold mlor 
m alion from  (he ( ongress and ihe 
public justifiable ?

lohn Stephenson and University ol 
Poiiland Assixiaie Prolessoi Gordon 
S>.lililining will examine then conirasi- 
ing (minis ol view in the linal lecture 
ol " ( ile a l IX-cisions ’85," sponsored 
hv I lie (Solid A llan s ( ouilcll ot 
< begot i

5 year old kids at Grace Collins 
study hard on school w ork  
before going outside to play

?, ,4 K Grace Collins
Memorial Center
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Now natural 
costs less than

Don’t let the high cost of 
electric heat run you down.

W h ile  electric rate's have 
q< me up, natural jjas 
rates has e qone di nett 
Even lower than they 
were in I9R2 So 
compared lo  an 
electric tnrna i e, 
a h iqh -c ttn  tenc y 
natural qa» tiirnace 
can nice you the 
same amt •lint ol

Ih e  vacings w ill m äki von warm all uv er. ”

NORTHWEST NATURAL GAS

lu  ai lo r less ihan  halt the price.
A n d  now's lire  lu n e  lo  sw lie It

Northwest N a tu ra l qas has I?  seat 
linanem q w u h  no inotrex 

dow it. Pas n ie n t ' are as 
iw as $25 a m o n ili 
A nd i l l  irtosi casc-s, 

hookups to  the qa» 
line  are tree 

S i  warm up lo  
heal for less than 
ha ll ihe  cost ( all 
Northwest N a tu ra l 

t ias tosías

P olli and 22ft 4211 
Alhanv 926-425» 
Ssiona »25 Ift»2 

S me i h i» e t l ’9  » 2 5| I

I incolli t uv 9'M 
s  aleni 585 «611 
lire Dalles 29t. 2. 
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