lliteracy remains
maijor problem
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with fewer than six years in school is double that of those with 9-11 years of
schooling. This tends to become cyclical for the odds that children of illiterates
will also be illiterate has been borne out in studies. It seems that illiteracy, then,
is an unwanted birthright passed on by caring, but often powerless parents.
Deprivation in thé home where there are none, or at best, too few reading ma-
terials, is often coupled with the lack of support needed to indicate that reading
is both enjoyable and essential. According to Haki R. Madhubiti, an author
and publisher, **. . nonreading people may be the most dangerous contributing
factor in our misdevelopment over the last 25 years in this country."

What is the cure? Is there one? It has been determined that $5 billion, or
$100 per illiterate, is needed to effect a cure. We are a long way from that sum.
Al present, about $3.50 is spent by the government for literacy programs, and
the threat that even that paltry sum may be cut is very real. Some say that the
monies needed should come from the private sector; another group advocales
more government involvement; still a third group demands that the schools do
more in the reading programs and techer training/selection. There is no casy
answer, yet the problem must be attacked swiftly if we are to keep it from
worsening.

Several programs have been started to address the crisis. In New York City,
the Literacy Volunteers Organization has instituted a program that brings
150,000 adult volunteer tutors into the classroom. University of Miami stu-
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Winner of American
Black Achievement

Award

Mary Hatwood Futrell, the
president of the National Educa-
tion Association, is the recipient
of the Business and the Profes-
sions Award for her achievements
as president of the National Edu-
cation Association, America’s
largest teachers union with a
membership of 1.7 million, and
for her commitment to the task of
improving the quality of public
school education.
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