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Metro fails affirmative action

Supporters of the sanctuary movement to shelter 
refugees from countries such as El Salvador and 
Guatemala gather in front of the federal building to

protest the recent Justice Department crackdown 
on harboring refugees

(Photo Richard J Brown)

Sanctuary movement fights back
by Robert Lothian

Over 100 people gathered Thursday, 
January 17, on the steps o f the fed ­
eral building downtown to protest the 
arrests o f Central Am erican refugees 
and church people invo lved  in the 
U.S. sanctuary movement.

O n January 14, the U .S  D epart­
ment o f Justice arrested 60 refugees 
and 17 ministers, priests and lay people 
on charges o f harboring  and trans­
porting illegal aliens.

The Justice D epartm ent said it 
made the arrests to stop the sanctuary 
movement, a network o f 200 churches 
and thousands o f volunteers that pro­
tect Central American refugees denied 
asylum  by Reagan A d m in is tra tio n  
policies The sanctuary movement has 
been a thorn in the side o f the adm in­
istration by exposing policies which 
define the refugees as fugitives from  
poverty and not U.S.-backed wars.

David Brady of the Portland Sanc­
tuary Coalition  compared the depor­
tation ol the refugees back to Guate­
m ala and E l S a lv a d o r, where they  
lace possible death and lorture, to the

violence fomented by U .S  support ol 
repressive regimes.

" T h e  U .S . is seeking m ilita ry  so­
lutions to what are basically economic 
and social problems in Central Amei 
ic a ,”  said B rady. " H 's  a policy o f  
violence, a policy the U .S . is co n ­
tinuing here at home

" W e  have come together lo  slop  
this cycle o f violence ihai the U .S . is 
perpetuating  by deporting  refugees 
back to Guatemala and El Salvador,”  
said B rady. In te rn a tio n a l law , the 
U .N . p ro to co l on refugees and the 
Geneva Accords all say that Reagan's 
policies are w rong," said Brady, who 
com pared those policies to  H itle r 's  
holocaust against the Jews.

P h il P a rk , pastor o f St M a rk 's  
Presbyterian C hurch, read a passage 
from the book of Amos on "justice.”  
The U .S . o f  the S tatue o f L ib e rty , 
w elcom ing the ‘ tired  and huddled  
masses yearning lo  be fre e ,' " is  no 
longer our country," said Park

A  G uatem alan wom an then spoke 
about the s itu a tio n  that m ade her 
struggle to  gel to  the U .S . " W e  a l­

ways have been discriminated against,"
she said " W h a t they call economic 
problems are the wars and atrocities 
that we are flee ing." A lte r her com ­
m ents, the small w om an, disguised 
w ith sunglasses and bandana, hunt- 
b'y thanked the sanctuary supporters 
" lo r  the effort that you have made to 
be present here."

Rev. James C o lem a n , pastor o f 
St Andrew Catholic (  hurch, invoked 
the memory and words of Salvadoran 
archbishop and friend  o l the poor. 
Oscar A rn u lfo  R o m ero , w ho was 
assassinated by death squads.

" T h e  C h ris tia n  who doesn't live 
w ith  the com m itm en t to  s o lid a rity  
with the poor does not deserve lo  be 
called C h r is t ia n ,"  said C o lem a n , 
reading fro m  one o l R o m e ro ’s last 
sermons. "Everyone who takes away 
life, or damages life, torturing, m uti­
lating. denounces God. I  he lord hears 
the cry o f the poor. W e shall over 
ci »me."

The gathering sang the civil rights 
song, " W e  Shall O v e rc o m e ,"  in 
Spanish and E nglish

by Lam ia Duke

G R A S S R O O T  N E W S , N  W  -  
The M e tro p o lita n  Service D is tric t 
(M etro ), a governmental agency who 
administers the Zoo, Solid Waste and 
the p lanning  and c o o rd in a tio n  o f 
regionwide transportation  systems, 
is fo llow ing  questionable A f f i r m a ­
tive Action (A  A .)  com pliance Sim  
ilar to the A A  hypocrisy o f the City 
of Portland, when bureau managers 
had an opportunity to hire a person 
o f color in a job category denoted in 
their A A plan as needing improve  
m en t, M e tro  o ffic ia ls  neglected lo  

do so.
In  the first six m onths o f fiscal 

year 1984 85. M etro  hired 20 lull tune 
and three tem porary employees. Tw o  
males o f co lo r w ere h ired and one 
Black female was promoted in house 
T h e  discrepancy lies w ith  the A .A  
goals M e tro  has designed, and say 
they sup po rt, but evidence reveals 
that they have ta iled  to  im plem ent 
A .A  in a substantive m anner O f  
the 20 hires, nine were positions where 
M e tro  A A obtcctives were to  in ­
crease their m inority  representation 
But bureau managers failed to do so. 
This  A  A  in a c tiv ity  docs noth ing  
to m irror the workforce. M etro  em ­
ploys a total of 241 lull and part time 
employees Out o f that total only 14 
arc minority.

Dick Karnuth , M etro 's  A A . o f f i ­
cer, said he was surprised by this 
conclusion and conceded statistically 
that people o f color were underutilized 
"B u t everyone here is aware o f our 
A A  status E very tim e  there is a 
recru itm en t I go through  a check 
sheet and discuss a b ureau 's  A .A .  
make-up. I don 't feel that we cannot 
reach our goal.'*

K arn u th  cautioned  that w ith  a 
sm all w o rk fo rc e  losing one or tw o  
em ployees w ill change the ir A A 
parity He defended M etro 's  bureau 
managers who failed to hire m in ori­
ties, even in light of Metro's A .A  ob­
jectives "T hey  hired the most qualt 
Tied people Maybe they hired people 
who had more experience in that job  
category."

But h iring  d ata  in the first and  
second quarter o f 1984-85 m ay sug­
gest otherwise. Eor tem porary secur­
ity guards at the Z o o , there were 47 
applicants including three minorities.

A ll were interviewed and 10 w hile  
fem ales and four w hite  males were 
hired A  position  fo r P ublic  In fo r ­
m ation Sjsectahsl received 2.1 a p p li­
cants including three m inorities. Six 
were interview ed including one m i­
nority. A  white female was hired.

A program  coord inator fo r Solid  
Waste was hired fro m  28 applicants  
including three minorities Eour were 
interviewed, including one m inority . 
A white male was hired A ll positions 
were und eru tilized  when it cam e to  
people o f color W hen a person o f  
color applied and attained an in te r­
view, M etro  officials failed to fu lfill 
their A. A . objectives.

Defensively, Rick Gustafson, Exec­
utive O ffic e r o f M e tro , said he was

South Africa:

Oregon consul resigns
by Lam ia Duke

G R A S S R O O T  N E W S . N  W . —  
A n ti-a p a rth e id  o rg an iza tio n s  and  
ind iv iduals  won a battle  in the war 
against the racist reg im e o f  South  
A frica as Oregon's honorary consul 
for South  A fr ic a , (  a lv in  V a n P e lt ,  
resigned Friday, January 18.

Van Pelt’s office was the target o f 
bi w eekly p icketing  and c rim in a l 
trespass arrests. Since December 12, 
more than 20 c iv ic , religious and po­
litical leaders subm itted lo  arrest as 
they refused to leave V an p e lt’s office  
at M artin  Sales International located 
in Downtown Portland.

In  a prepared statem ent V an P elt 
said, " W h ile  I respect the righ t o f  
people to assemble and express them 
selves, these d em on stra tio ns  have 
done more. They have disrupted the 
conduct o f business at my place ol 
w ork , in terfe red  w ith  the lives and  
affairs o f other tenants in my office

surprised to hear o f their A . A  inac­
tivity. But contradictorily, Gustafson  
said he monitored A .A . "closely.”  “ I 
d o n 't m ind having  m ore pressure  
put on us in terms of A . A . Our record 
shows im provem ent and our desires 
are sensitive to A .A . O ur A .A . goals 
do not require every m in o rity  to  be 
hired."

W ould public pressure bring M etro  
up to  parity?  N o ! M e tro  has devel­
oped a poor record for being respon­
sive to  com m unity  concerns. Their 
unpopular W ild w o o d  la n d fill site 
decision and the lig h t against an 
Oregon C ity  garbage burner has led 
citizens in various counties to  issue 
the battle cry o f “ A bolish  M e tr o ."  
Bill Brown from  U n ited  C itizens in 
Actions said, " M e tro  lias a record o f 
ignoring citizens input.”

Ronnie H erndon , co-chair o f the 
Black United I ront, was the first to 
(Plea\e turn to Patte 6. C olum n I )

building, and injured retail business
in the vicinity..........I cannot continue
to serve w ith ou t in f lic tin g  fu rth e r  
hardship on those who live and work 
around m e."

Avel G o rd ly , spokesperson fo r  
the organizations that spearheaded  
the protest against the South A frican  
consul, said VanPelt's resignation was 
a courageous act. “ W e feel VanPelt 
has done an excep tio n a l service to  
Portland and the State of Oregon We 
believe that once Oregonians become 
aware o f Oregon's ties to South A fr i­
ca, there will be a demand for sever 
ance of those lies."

VanPelt said he believes substantial 
progress has been m ade in South  
A frica  But G o rd ly  countered w ith , 
"the  facts contradict his understand 
ing.”

"T h e  m ajority cannot vole. Nobel 
Peace Prize winner Bishop Desmond 
(Please turn lo Page 2, Colum n I )

Newly learned campaign skills are transferable to future elections
Part two
by Robert Lothun

Looking back on the campaign that 
gave well-known ex-TV personality Dick 
Bogle a run for his money. Herb (  aw 
thornc’s sta ll recreated some o f the 
( awthorne campaign's unique spirit at 
a recent reunion.

fhey remembered the lun, also the 
liard w ork, and for all involved, they 
said, the campaign was a learning op 
poriunity.

" A  lot o f new people came with no 
political skills and came out with tons 
ol experience," said Richard Brown, 
campaign photographer Cam paign  
manager Beverly Stein remembers the 
volunteers who would come up to her in 
the office saying 'Thank you lor the 
opportunity to learn something new " 

the campaign also learned from  
volunteers whose ideas were gratefully 
accepted, added volunteer coordinator 
Pam Smith "There  were people who 
came in and set up systems, to make 
things work, and so we really learned 
from our volunteers," she std "They  
had very valuable skills."

"A nd people would do things in the 
campaign ihai we d idn ’ t even know  
.ib«xjt," said Stein, mentioning the many 
'satellite activities."

"W e  didn't have a lot ol disscntion 
and a lot ol heal in the office, that dealt 
with interpersonal stuff and people hick 
enng back and forth," said ( awthorne, 
“ so that means that when volunteers 
came in they came in lor the first time, 
but they also had a good experience so 
that they walked away thinking it was 
something they should gel involved 
in, and that was really important to us."

“ There was no inlighting, no back 
stabbing, no p»wer playing none of 
those things that often go along with 
campaigning," said camr>aign scheduler 
Virginia Hams.

"And a number of people comment 
ed that it was a lun campaign to be 
involved in," said Smith.

" I ’ve never been in a place where so 
much hugging and kissing went o n ."  
said Brown "W e'll have to gel together 
once a month just for a f ix ,”  added 
Hams

“ I did take a little extraordinary  
abuse in terms of tny jokes," said ( aw 
thomc " They had wonderful organizing 
skills and wonderful people skills,”  
he said, referring to the campaign staff, 
"but their senses ol humor really didn't 
match up lo  the subtleties of my own. 
Il caused some Inclion but we dealt with 
that."

Rhys Scholss find« •  quiet piece to ooMect lest minute election 
result« at Cawthorne campaign headquarters on election night 

(Photo: Richard J. Brown)

Most of the (a w th o rn e  campaign  
spirit had to do with the candidate, 
"being warm and always there to wel 
come and greet and thank people,”  
said Smith. "T  here could be 12 people 
in the office and Herb would go to each 
one of them and say, ' I  hanks for help­
ing me o u t.' He was just a real good 
person lo work with, and I think they 
befaevtd in what he was saying."

" I l  was a fun campaign because ol 
the people involved and the way it was 
run and the way folks got along, but 
pcopk- didn't cook- because it was a fun 
campaign," said Harris. "People came 
because they had something they really 
believed in............canvassing in forty de­
grees and r»ouring ram, that's not fun 
The day Herb went out on the bridge 
on the sound truck, it must have been

I he sound truck brought back some 
fond memories. Young volunteer Heidi 
IXirrow, 1$, a sophomore at Jefferson, 
rem etnhaed hailing lorfh from the ban 
nertd pickup at the corner of Union and 
Bnwdway on election morning. "S lop  
watching TV right now; it's lime lo  get 
mil the vofe," she had said to the morn­
ing commuters through the kxidspeaker

They also remembered bang out all 
night the night before the election lying

balloons lo  (  aw thorne lawn signs 
lawn sign coordinator lerry  Anderson 
said he couldn't keep up with the dc 
maud for the attractive signs. "  They 
disappeared faster than I could keep 
track of l in n ,"  Ik- said.

Over 1,750 lawn signs, mailings, 
jsosiage. printing and all the day to day 
ctimjxugn expenses added up, but arnaz 
ingly. (  awthorne ended the campaign 
free o f debt He emphasized that had 
he won, influence peddlers ottering to 
underwrite his debts lor returned favors 
would have been m il of luck. "Borrow  
ing nothing, we raised nearly $75,000  
for the campaign from  more than 750 
people," said (  awthorne. W e spent 
money wisely We aided dead even."

The campaigners .igrced that they did 
everything they could, given the re­
sources available and the almost un 
surm ountab le  obstacle o l B ogle's  
nam e fa m ilia r ity . " W e  d id  e v e ry ­
thing we could have done and we did 
it w ell,"  said (  awthorne

"W e  bet on the fact that if we real­
ly pum ped up the inner c ity  w e'd  
he able to overcome in die ofher areas," 
said Stein. "Even if it wasn't the right 
strategy, which w e 'll never know , it 
was the right strategy in term s of 
(Please turn to Page 2. (  olumn  ZJ


