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Supporters of the sanctuary movement to shelter
refugees from countries such as El Salvador and

aa' ¥

Guatemala gather in front of the federal building to

Sanctuary movement fights back

by Robert Lothian

Over 100 people gathered Thursday,
January 17, on the steps of the fed-
eral building downtown to protest the
arrests of Central American refugees
and church people involved in the
U.S. sanctuary movement.

On January 14, the U.S. Depart-
ment of Justice arrested 60 refugees
and 17 ministers, priests and lay people
on charges of harboring and trans-
porting illegal aliens.

The Justice Department said it
made the arrests to stop the sanctuary
movement, a network of 200 churches
and thousands of volunteers that pro-
tect Central American refugees denied
asylum by Reagan Administration
policies. The sanctuary movement has
been a thorn in the side of the admin-
istration by exposing policies which
define the refugees as fugitives from
poverty and not U.S.-backed wars.

David Brady of the Portland Sanc-
tuary Coalition compared the depor-
tation of the refugees back 1o Guate-
mala and El Salvador, where they
face possible death and torture, 10 the

violence fomented by U.S. support ol
repressive regimes

“The U.S. is sceking military so
lutions to what are basically economui
and social problems in Central Amer
ica,'’ said Brady. **It's a pohcy ot
violence, a policy the U.S. 15 con
tinuing here at home

““We have come together 1o stop
this cycle of violence that the U.S. 18
perpetuating by deporting refugees
back to Guatemala and El Salvador,”
said Brady. International law, the
U.N. protocol on refugees and the
Geneva Accords all say that Reagan's
policies are wrong,’’ said Brady, who
compared those policies to Hitler's
holocaust against the Jews

Phil Park, pastor of St. Mark’s
Presbyterian Church, read a passage
from the book of Amos on *‘justice. "’
The U.S. of the Statue of Liberty,
welcoming the ‘tired and huddled
masses yearning to be free,” “'is no
longer our country,’” said Park

A Guatemalan woman then spoke
about the situation that made her
struggle 1o get to the U.S. ""We al

protest the recent Justice Department crackdown
on harboring refugees.

(Photo: Richard J. Brown)

ways have been discnminated aganst, '
she said. **What they call economig
problems are the wars and atrocities
that we are fleeing.”” After her com
ments, the small woman, disguised
with sunglasses and bandana, hum
h'y thanked the sanctuary suppuorters
“for the effort that you have made 1o
be present here.”’

Rev. James Coleman, pastor ol
St Andrew Cathohic Church, invoked
the memory and words of Salvadoran
archbishop and friend of the poor,
Oscar Arnulfo Romero, who was
assassinated by death squads

“The Chnstian who doesn’t hive
with the commitment to sohdarity
with the poor does not deserve to e
called Christian,'" said Coleman,
reading from one of Romero’s last
sermons. CEveryone who lakes away
hife, or damages hfe, torturning, mul
lating. denounces God. The lord hears
the cry of the poor, We shall over
come."’

The gathering sang the avil night
song, “*We Shall Overcome,” an
Spamish and Enghsh

Part two
hy Robert | othan

1. ooking back on the campaign that
gave well-known ex- TV personality Ik
Bogle a run for his money, Herb Caw
thorne's staff recreated some of the
Cawthorne campaign’s umgue spint al
a rouen! reunion

I'hey remembered the fun, also the
hard work, and Tor all involved, they
said, the campaign was a learming op
oty

“A lot of new people came with no
pohtical skills and came out with tons
of expenience,”” sand Richard Brown,
campaign photographer. Campaign
manager Beverly Stein remembers the
volunteers who would come up to her in
the office saying ‘Thank you for the
oppotumity 1o learn something new "

Ihe campaign also learned from
volunteers whose ideas were gratefully
accepted, added volunteer coordinator
Pam Smith, ' There were people who
came in and set up systems, to make
things work, and so we really learned
from our volunteers,”” she sid. *“They
had very valuable skills. ™

“And people would do things in the
campaign that we didn’t even know
about,” sad Stein, mentioming the mainy
“satelbte activities.”
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“We didn't have a lot of dissention
and a lot of heat in the office, that dealt
with interpersonal stult and people bick
ening back and forth,"” sad Cawthorne,
“vo that means that when volunteers
wame in they came in for the hirst ime,
but they also had a good expenence so
that they walked away thinking it was
something they should get involved
in, and that was really important 1o us. "

“There was noanfighting, no back
sabbing, no power playing none of
those things that often go along with
campaugning,”” said campaign scheduler
Virgnia Harns

“And a number of people comment
ed that it was a fun campaign to be
involved in,"" sad Semith

“I've never been in a place where so
much hugging and kissing went on,”’
wid Brown, “We'll have 1o get together
once a month just for a hix,"" added
Harms,

“I did take a hittle extraordinary
abuse in terms of my jokes,” sud Caw
thorne, **They had wonderful organiang
skills and wonderful people skills,"™”
he saud, referning 10 the campaign staff,
“but their senses of humor really didn’t
match up to the subtleties of my own
It caused some fnction but we dealt with
that.”

- .‘_

Democratic

double standards

Page 4

Volume XV Number 13
January 23, 1985
25¢ Copy

Two Sections

Metro fails affirmative action

by Lanita Duke

GRASSROOT NEWS, N.W
The Metropolitan Service District
(Metro), a governmental agency who
administers the Zoo, Solid Waste and
the planning and coordination ol
regionwide transportation systems,
is following questionable Affirma
tive Action (A.A.) comphance. Sim
ilar to the A.A. hypocrisy of the City
of Portland, when bureau managers
had an opportunity to hire a person
of color in a job category denoted in
their A A. plan as needing improve
ment, Meiro officials neglected to
lj" S

In the first six months of fiscal
vear 1984-85, Metro hired 20 full-ume
and three temporary employees. Two
males of color were hired and one
Black female was promoted in-house
The discrepancy lies with the A A
goals Metro has designed, and say
they support, but evidence reveals
that they have failed to implement
A.A.in a substantive manner. Of
the 20 hires, nine were positions where
Metro A A objectives were ton
crease their minority representation
But bureau managers failed to do so
This A.A. inactivity does nothing
to mirror the workforce, Metro em
ploys a total of 241 full and part-time
employees. Out of that total only 14
are minority

Dick Karnuth, Metro's A A, ofh
cer, said he was surprised by this
conclusion and conceded statistically
that people of color were underutibized
““But everyone here i1s aware of our
A A. status. Everytime there is a
recruttment | go through a check
sheet and discuss a bureau's A A
make-up. | don’t feel that we cannot
reach our goal."’

Karnuth cautioned that with a
small workforce losing one or two
employees will change their AA
parity. He defended Metro's bureau
managers who failed to hire minor
ties, even in hight of Metro's A A, ob
jectives. “*They hired the most qual
fied people. Maybe they hired people
who had more expenience in that job
category.’

\

Rhys Scholes finds a quiet place to collect last minute slection
results at Cawthorne campaign headquarters on slection night.
(Photo: Richard J. Brown)

But hiring data in the first and
second quarter of 1984-85 may sug
gest otherwise. For temporary secur
ity guards at the Zoo, there were 47
apphcants including three minorities.

All were interviewed and 10 white
females and four white males were
hired. A position for Public Infor
mation Specialist received 23 apph
cants including three minorities. Six
were interviewed including one mi
nority. A white female was hired

A program coordinator for Sohd
Waste was hired from 28 applicants
including three minorities. Four were
interviewed, including one minority
A white male was hired. All positions
were underutihized when it came to
people of color. When a person of
color apphed and attained an inter
view, Metro officials failed to fulfill
their AA. objectives

Detfensively, Rick Gustafson, Exec
utive Officer of Metro, said he was

South Africa:

surprised to hear of their A A, inac
tivity. But contradictorily, Gustafson
said he monitored AL A ““closely.” **l
don’t mind having more pressure
put on us in terms of A.A. Our record
shows improvement and our desires
are sensitive 1o A A, Our A A, goals
do not require every minority to be
hired."’

Would public pressure bring Metro
up to parity? No! Metro has devel
oped a poor record for being respon
sive to community concerns. Their
unpopular Wildwood landfill site
decision and the fight against an
Oregon City garbage burner has led
citizens in various counties to issue
the battle cry of **Abolish Metro. ™'
Bill Brown from United Citizens in
Actions said, “*Metro has a record of
ignonng citizens input. "’

Ronnie Herndon, co-chair of the
Black United Front, was the first to
{Please turn to Page 6, Column 1)

Oregon consul resigns

by Lanita Duke

GRASSROOT NEWS, N.W
Anti-apartheid organizations and
individuals won a battle in the war
against the racist regime of South
Africa as Oregon's honorary consul
for South Africa, Calvin VanPelt,
resigned Friday, January 18

Van Pelt’s office was the target ol
bi-weekly picketing and criminal
trespass arrests. Since December 12,
more than 20 civic, rehigious and po-
hitical leaders submitted to arrest as
they refused to leave VanPelt's office
at Martin Sales International located
in Downtown Portland

In a prepared statement VanPelt
said, “*“While | respect the night of
people to assemble and express them
selves, these demonstrations have
done more. They have disrupted the
conduct of business at my place ol
work, interfered with the lives and
affairs of other tenants 1in my olthice

Newly learned campaign skills are transferable to future elections

building, and injured retail business
in the vicinty I cannot continue
to serve without inflicting further
hardship on those who live and work
around me. "

Avel Gordly, spokesperson for
the organizations that spearheaded
the protest against the South Afrncan
consul, said VanPelt's resignation was
a courageous act. 'We feel VanPelt
has done an exceptional service 1o
Portland and the State of Oregon, We
believe that once Oregonians become
aware of Oregon’s ties 1o South Afn
ca, there will be a demand for sever
ance of those ties."'

VanPelt said he believes substantial
progress has been made in South
Africa. But Gordly countered with,
“‘the facts contradict his understand
ing.""

“The majority cannot vote. Nobel
Peace Prize winner Bishop Desmond
{Please turn to Page 2, Column 1)

Most of the Cawthorne campaign
spirit had to do with the candidate,
“heng warm and always there to wel
come and greet and thank people,”
sad Stth. *“There could be 12 people
in the office and Herb would go 1o each
one of them and say, "Thanks for help
g me out." He was just a real good
person 1o work with, and | think they
bebieved in what he was saying. ™

“Iowas a fun campaign because ol
the people involved and the way 1t was
run and the way folks got along, but
people didn’t come because it was a fun
campaign,’’ said Harns, **People came
hecause they had something they really
hehieved in canvassing in forty de
grees and pouring ran, that's not fun
I'he day Herh went out on the brnidge
on the sound truck, it must have been
2."

I'he sound truck brought back some
fond memones. Young volunteer Heid
Durrow, 15, a sophomore at Jefferson,
remembered haahing forth from the ban
nered pickup at the corner of Umon and
Broadway on election morning. ‘Stop
watching TV nght now; it's ime to get
out the vote,”" she had saud 1o the mom
ing commuters through the loudspeaker

They also remembered being out all
night the mght before the election tying

balloons 1o Cawthorne lawn signs
lawn sign coordinator Terry Anderson
sard he couldn't keep up with the de
mand for the attractive signs. ** They
disappeared faster than | could keep
track of them,"" he sud

Over 1,750 lawn signs, mahings,
postage, printing and all the day 1o day
campaugn expenses added up, but amaz
ngly, Cawthorne ended the campagn
free of debt. He emphasized that had
he won, influence peddlers offening to
underwnte his debts for returned favors
woulkd have been out of Tuck, “*Borrow
ing nothing, we ransed nearly $75,000
for the campaign from more than 750
people,”’ said Cawthorne. We spent
money wiscly. We ended dead even ™

Ihe campaugners agreed that they did
everything they could, given the re
sources avatlable and the aimost un
surmountable obstacle of Bogle's
name famibarnity. “*“We did every
thing we could have done and we did
it well,”” smd Cawthorne

““We bet on the fact that if we real
ly pumped up the inner city we'd
he able 1o overcome in the other areas,”
said Stein, “Even if it wasn't the nght
strategy, which we'll never know, it
was the right strategy wn terms of

(Please turn to Page 2, Column 1)




