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editorial/opinion
Put S. Africa on trial

Portland Observer, January 16, 1985, Page

ON SOUTH AFRICA

The refusal o f District Court Judge Charles 
Guinasso to grant ju ry trials to defendants par­
ticipating in the protest against a South African 
Honorary Consulate is equivalent to practicing 
apartheid with American laws.

The District Attorney’s tactic o f re-classifying 
the charge o f trespassing to attempted trespass­
ing sidesteps the right o f Americans to a ju ry  
trial as guaranteed in our Bill o f Rights.

The very existence o f a South African Consu­
late in Portland is criminal. He is an ambassador 
of inhumanity whose sole interest is to promote 
the business interest o f a country that would 
have made Adolf Hitler proud.

The Judge and District Attorney are trying to 
defuse a national civil rights movement that has 
already exploded. Since Thanksgiving Eve '84, 
487 civic, political and religious leaders have tres­
passed and protested the continuing presence of 
South Africans in the United States.

In Portland, the guilt or innocence o f the 
“ Free South A frica”  defendants should no, be 
decided by one person. Portlanders should learn 
the statistics o f slavery that affect the lives o f the 
majority population.

We need to put South Africa on trial. The 
burden is on Mayor Bud Clark to pu, the matter 
in perspective by declaring Van Pelt’s presence

to be a violation o f local laws. Clark should fo l­
low the example o f Seattle’s Mayor Royer, who 
asked South A frica to close their consulate in 
the Emerald City.

Any promotion o f South African interests is a 
promotion o f Nazism. Morally, the greatest sin 
is to remain silent when a crime is committed. 
Van Pelt’s business activities are a crime and he 
should honor the request visitors have made — 
resign.

Justice is not for the convenience of the Judge 
or the District Attorney. Their job descriptions 
call for them to protect and serve the citizens 
and no, to censor, dilute or repress.

We urge you to call the District Attorney, 
demanding a jury trial for the “ Free South A f­
rica”  defendants. Freedom for the m ajority 
Blacks is only hours away. These minute exam­
ples of tolerating oppression are against the laws 
of humanity. Keeping the consulate open makes 
all o f us accessories to a crime.

Locally and nationally, a tidal wave o f con­
cern is drowning out the excuses for keeping 
consulates operational. The “ Free South A f ­
rica”  defendants are demanding an end to the 
destruction o f a people and the rape o f the land. 
Join the winning side. Demand a ju ry trial for 
the defendants and the resignation o f South 
African Consulate Van Pel,.

The Supreme Court recently 
handed down a decision broadening 
the power o f school o ffic ia ls  to 
search students’ lockers. The Street 
Beat team asked, "D o  you think 
this is fair?”

David DePass 
W arehousem an

"No, everyone should have the 
right to privacy, no matter where 
they are at."Cheryl M addox  

Hospital W orker
"N o, i t ’s not fair to the stu ­

dent. How would they like some 
one searching their office?"

Stephanie Volkm an  
H om em aker

"I would leel two ways about 
it. I 'would hate to see it spread to 
other situations, but as a former 
teacher I know these Jactics are 
needed

Bill Trautham  
Student

"They should have probat 
cause along with certain guid 
kies"

Joel Zalin 
Registered Nurse

I think it is a necessary evil 
It s important to keep our schools 
safe for kids and teachers "

J im m y Hendon  
Painter

"N o , I think they should re 
spect people's property "
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Oregon's role 
in apartheid
by Marcus ( hen l  ham

The extent o f  O regon ’ s econom ic 
relations w ith  South A frica , and this 
stale's stubborn refusal to  recognize 
and deal w ith this problem are shock­
ing. Compared w ith many other stales 
O regon appears b a ckw a rd . O ur 
po w e rfu l business lo b b y , in c lud in g  
the Treasurer's o ffic e  and the H o n ­
o ra ry  South A fr ic a n  consul C a lv in  
Van P e lt, squash e ffo r ts  at cu ttin g  
lin ks  w ith  the w o r ld ’ s m ost racist 
society. O regon is even a source fo r 
“ m ilitary a id "  to apartheid.

Many Oregon hanks provide South 
A fr ic a  w ith  loans needed to  im port 
the o il and techno logy essential fo r  
su rv iva l Banks lik e  the Bank o f  
Boston and Banner Bank have made 
such loans. One o f the worst o ffen d ­
ers is Sea, irs t, a d iv is ion o f  Bank o f 
A m erica . It has loaned nearly  JfM) 
m illio n  do lla rs  to  South A fr ic a  and 
it owns con tro lling  interest in South 
West A fr ic a  Bank in the heart o f  
N am ib ia 's  p illaged d iam ond fields. 
F irst In te rs ta te  Bank is a p rob lem , 
too. A lthough it has not made loans, 
it is partly  owned by Bank o f  A m er­
ica , one o f  South A fr ic a 's  best 
friends

It is es tim ated tha t the U .S . is 
South A fr ic a 's  lead ing sup p lie r o f  
goods and services, so it is no  s u r­
prise that a num ber o f O regon busi­
nesses invest there. Tcledyne owns 18 
percent o f O cc id e n ta l P e tro leum  
whose South  A fr ic a n  subs id ia ries  
include fertilizer and machinery com ­
panies H e w le tt P ackard has 270 
employees in South A fr ic a  and p ro ­
vides the regime w ith  over 38 m illion  
do lla rs  in high technology com pon­
ents w ith  clear m ilita ry  applications. 
O regon's Cascade C o rp o ra tio n  also 
has a p lan t in  South A fr ic a  w h ich  
makes fo rk lift attachments.

Cawthorne campaigners reunion
(C ontinued from  Page I, Colum n 6/

and energetic volunteer crew could have 
overtaken Bogle "W e needed another 
six weeks and we could have cleared 
that gap," she said

The campaigners felt that E3oglc sat 
back on his name and dc-emptiasized the 
issues while Cawthorne ran a grassrixXs, 
issue-oriented campaign This left Caw- 
thome open, they said, to Bogle’s seizing 
on Cawihornc’s stands on the emotion­
ally charged issues o f prostitution, the 
nuclear free zone and Nicaragua sister 
city, as a way to  scare votes in Bogle's 
direction.

One thing Bogle d idn ’ t have was a 
crew o f MM) volunteers who pul in un­
accountable hours canvassing, phon­
ing, sending out mailings, blitzing d ix ir 
to door and putting up lawn signs. The 
volunteers professionally look on the 
resp ons ib ilitie s  o f a cam paign that

t hese investments are attractive to 
our businesses because money is saved 
by paying rock bottom  wages. E m ­
ployers dream  o f paying wages be­
tween l(M) and 300 dollars a m onth in 
this coun try . In  South A fr ic a  it is a 
reality.

Many Oregonians and the Oregon 
Slate government own slock in com ­
panies that operate in South A fr ic a  
fo r the same reason. Owners o f stock 
in N o rth  West B ancorp  shou ld  be 
aware tha t it owns part o f  N orwest 
C orpo ra tion  w ith  2.5 m illio n  do llars 
in  loans to  Sou th  A fr ic a . W id e ly  
held Western Bank is owned by First 
Interstate Bancorp, m entioned ear­
lier The worst o ffender is our own 
state government. I l invests 20 to  25 
percent o f  o u r state pension fu n d , 
PERS, in companies that operate in 
South A frica . I f  you are a state em­
ployee that means your pension fund 
is used to  sup po rt a p a rth e id . The 
Stale Board o f Higher Education also 
invests its endowment funds in  com ­
panies in South A frica.

F o rty  to  f i f t y  O regon m a n u fa c ­
turers and traders get in on the act. 
Dozens o f  O regon jew elers im p o rt 
and sell the k ru g e rra n d , a South 
A fr ic a n  g o ld  co in  made so a ttra c ­
tiv e ly  inexpensive because A fr ic a n  
m iners arc pa id  o n ly  200 d o lla rs  a 
month and work in unsafe conditions. 
O regon ’ s D . D . M oo re  is a leading 
im porte r o f South A fr ic a n  precious 
stones. A nd  here is where we come 
to O regon’s "m ilita ry  a id .”  A cco rd ­
ing to In te rn a tio n a l E xporte rs  IW 4  
the Lawrence George C om pany on 
Southwest 1st ha been se lling  h o l­
sters, scabbards, and r if le  slings to  
South A fr ic a , and M ichae l’s o f O re­
gon C om pany on Northwest G lisan 
has exported gun components to  the 
apartheid state. They arc led by Pre­
c is ion  C a stpa rts , however, pa rt o f  
whose 20 m illio n  do lla rs in in te rna ­
tional sales o f a ircraft parts has gone 
to  South A fr ic a  under Konald Rea­
gan’s constructive engagement policy.

Oregonians have not stood by while 
their brothers and sisters made money

wasn't run by a high-powered public- 
relations firm  and a battery o f com ­
pu ters, said vo lun te e r c o o rd in a to r  
Pam I.. Sm ith. " O u r  com puter was 
a ‘ PLS m o d e m ',"  said Cawthorne, 
re fe rring  to  S m ith ’ s p iv o ta l ro le  in 
day to day campaign coordination.

" In  one two-day period toward the 
end o f the campaign, there were prob­
ably almost .300 people doing th ings," 
said Smith. "W e  had 141 phone lines 
that were donated from  several busi 
ncsscs and over l(M) people out can­
vassing (in  the ra in ), "w h ic h  is the 
hardest thing to do in a politica l cam­
p a ig n ,"  said W oo ley . A lto g e th e r, 
over 40 precincts were canvassed and 
.35 were phoned , using specia lly  
coded computer print-outs. The can­
vassing was so efficient that some can 
vassers were surprised to  pass o ther 
canvassers working their way th iough 
neighborhoods on opposite-running 
cross streets.

o i l  racism . The c ity  o f  Eugene has 
urged jewelers to slop selling the k ru ­
gerrand. The M u ltn o m a h  C o u n ty  
C o u n c il has ca lled  on the state to  
cut its ties to South A frica . Numerous 
churches and un ions have taken in ­
vestments out o f companies in South 
A fr ic a . But these are n o n -b in d in g  
reso lu tions . W hen it  comes to  real 
action Oregon drags its feet. In  each 
o f the last three sessions o f  the stale 
legislature b ills  were defeated which 
would have taken O regon ’s pension 
fun d  ou t o f  S ou th  A fr ic a .  D iv e s t­
m ent, as it is ca lle d , is a safe and 
powerfu l way o f saying no to racism 
which has w orked well in  a num ber 
o f other states. L ike  o ther un ive rs i­
ties across the c o u n try , O regon c o l­
lege students and the State Board 
o l H ighe r E du ca tio n  voted to  take 
their endowment funds out o f South 
A frica, but the A ttorney General and 
c irc u it c o u rt have ru led  tha t they 
can 't do  it. They say i t ’ s not " p r u ­
den t."

I f  th is makes you m ad, there is 
plenty you can do. Take your money 
out o f banks that loan to  South A f ­
rica. D on 't buy from  companies that 
invest in or trade w ith  South A fr ic a , 
Talk to your co-workers and church 
members to  f ind  out i f  your pension 
fund or church invests in companies 
that do business w ith  South A fr ic a . 
I t ’s easy. Most o f the in form ation for 
this a rtic le  came fro m  The U n if ie d  
L is t o f  U.S. C om pan ies in  Sou th  
A fric a  and N am ibia  published by the 
Pacific Northwest Research Center in 
Eugene. As more and m ore O regon­
ians f in d  out ju s t how  m uch th is  
state supports aparthe id  pressure to
cut the links grows.

M arcus Cheatham is a member o f  
Portlanders O rganized f o r  Southern  
A fr ic a n  f  reedom (P O S A fj.  a lo ca l 
m u lt i ra c ia l c itizens  ac tio n s  g ro u p  
tha t supports Hlaclc m a jo rity  ru le  in  
Southern A fr ic a  and  an end to  U.S. 
suppo rt f o r  aparthe id, f o r  m ore in  
fo rm a tio n  ca ll 230 9427.

A ll th is  vo lun te e r a c t iv ity  lo o k  
place in spite o f the burnout factor o f 
having already won the prim ary cam 
pa ign, fo llo w e d  by the pres identia l 
e lection and the ho lidays. "P e o p le  
came out because it was som eth ing 
they believed in , "  said V irg in ia  Har 
r is , "a d m in is tra t iv e  a s s is ta n t"  in  
charge o f schedu ling  fo r  the cam ­
paign.

" I  th ink  one exciting  th ing  about 
the composition o f the campaign was 
that it was rea lly m u lti ra c ia l,"  said 
Stein. " I l  was a great experience fo r 
people to come together in that way.”

"T h e  night we won the p r im a ry ,"  
said W oo ley , " i f  you cam e to  the 
election headquarters, what you had 
there was a diverse cross section o l
races, ages, occupations........... it was
a diversity that I don’ t th ink any other 
candidate could say they had. Il really 
reflected what the cand idate  repre 
sents."
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