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First lack woman sworn in Legislature
by Lamia Duke

G R A S S R O O T  N E W S . N .W . —  
Oregon’s 63rd legislative session start­
ed January 14th with the swearing in 
o f its members. Am ong them was 
Oregon’s first Afro-American female 
representative — Margaret Carter (D - 
Dist 18).

Rep. C arter said being the first 
was inconsequential to her, but she 
expected great scrutiny from  her 
colleagues. " I ’m not trying to hide 
from  it, but my train  o f thought is 
on doing a job ,”  she added.

Carter's top priority  this session 
is to find solutions to alleviate high 
properly taxes, which she feels dis­
proportionately impact her district. 
" W e  have a high concentration o f  
senior citizens and fixed-income fam­
ilies. They can barely afford  to stay 
in their own home. This is u n fa ir,”  
she said.

Rep. C arter is a member o f the 
Joint Trade and Econom ic Devel­
opment Commission as well as the 
Education and Hum an Resources 
Committees, and went on to explain, 
" I  w ill fo llow  the money from  the 
stale lottery very closely to see that 
economic development gets targeted
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for businesses employing 20 people 
or less. These small businesses have 
been ignored by Economic Devel­

opment and I w ill champion their 
cause.

She plans to jo in  the fight to se­

cure welfare funding for two-parent 
families. “ Again, it is unfair for a sys­
tem to deny support to those who 
paid into a system all their lives. We 
must maintain the dignity of the fam­
ily and I plan to do this in Salem. ”

Rep. Carter plans to question why 
Black students score one to three 
grades behind whites (in the Portland 
Public Schools). "A s  a member o f 
the Education Committee. I will ask 
how and why this came about. Also. 
I w ill ask why money allocated to 
education from the Joint Trade and 
Economic Development Commission 
did not wind up in the comm unity  
colleges,” she noted. She campaigned 
strongly for the creation of the C iti­
zen Utility Board and plans to over­
come any and all pressure from utility 
lobbyists.

Rep. Carter said she will introduce 
a bill to make M artin  Luther King. 
Jr.’s birthday an Oregon Stale holi­
day, and a bill to divest state funds 
from South Africa.

As soon as she is unpacked. Rep. 
Carter plans to hold monthly com ­
munity meetings to listen, answer 
and discuss concerns from her con­
stituents.

“ Please, consider my door open 
and I will always return your calls. I f  
you have any concerns or problems, 
call me at 378-8018. Let’s enter this 
legislative session together,”  she con­
cluded.
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by Robert Lothian
The interstate Firehouse Cultural 

Center is o ffering  the com m unity  
some unique cultural opportunities 
this winter.

Foremost is the aw ard-w inning  
play, "C h ild re n  o f a Lesser G o d ,”  
playing through January 27th in the 
center’s 100-seat playhouse.

This unique play depicts romance, 
marriage and conflicts in the life of a 
deaf woman. Rollie W u lff directs, in 
collaboration w ith H enry Stack o f  
Vancouver’s Northwest Theatre for 
the Deaf and Mark Azure o f the Deaf 
Arts Council o f O regon. T im othy  
Gero is assistant director/interpret- 
er.

Much of the dialogue is both signed 
and spoken by the characters, three
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out o f seven o f whom are hearing 
im paired, and interpreters sign all 
dialogue that is spoken only. All per­
formances are accessible to both 
hearing and deaf audiences.

"Portland has a huge hearing im ­
paired community," said IFC C direc­
tor Sue Busby. "They consider them­
selves a subculture. But there’s been 
no history o f professional acting for 
the hearing impaired in Portland.”

By offering the play, she said, the 
center is fulfilling its role as a place 
where artists o f all cultures can ex­
press themselves. Busby said the center 
staff underwent sign language train­
ing so as to better accommodate hear­
ing impaired artists and audiences.

The center is also currently host­
ing a display o f opera costumes and 
set designs by Chinese artist Carey 
W ong, form erly w ith the Portland  
opera.

Coming up in February, from the 
1st through (he 23rd, is South A fr i­
can Black playwright Athol Fugard’s 
drama "M as ter H aro ld . . .and the 
Boys,”  directed by Rick Jones. Sun­
day evening, February 3rd, the center 
will host "Keith Martin Ballet in Con­
cert," a benefit performance for the 
IFCC.

From  Feb. 3 - 27, the Members 
gallery, a group of Black artists, will 
exhibit their work in the center gallery 
— photos, painting, ceramics and 
needlecrafts. Artists represented will 
include Richard J. B row n. Samuel 
Bryant, Sherrian H aggar-W arren , 
Bobbye Jackson-Brown, Janice 
Ingersoll-Williamson, Judy Madden, 
P. C . P eri. C aro l Probasco, Phil 
Reid, Bill Rutherford, and Thomas 
Unthank. The exhibit w ill open with 
a reception for (he artists on Sunday, 
Feb. 3rd from 2 to 5 p.m.
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Every bank says they're (he best, but you 
should know better.

Because nobody ikies it better than 
the bank with unparalleled financial strength 
First Interstate Bank. We prove it every day, in 
the things you care about most.

Like convenience.
You can get cash from your accounts at 

more than 1 .(MM) First Interstate banking offices 
and nearly $MM) Day & Night Teller* machines 
throughout the West And they’re backed up liy 
the CIRRUS® network of more than 5.000 
automated teller machines throughout the US 
and Canada.

What's more, we offer more savings and 
investment options tlian any other bank 

_____ Excellent terms on a

With our fixed and variable rate accounts 
yiiu'll find the IRA that’s right for you And 
we ll loan you the money to get started so you 
can have that important deduction on this 
year's return.

Also consider «Mir Market Interest 
Account Besides being an excellent 
investment, your funds are acces­
sible anytime at nearly 900 Day ¿4 
Night Teller machines throughout 
the West.

And don't overlook Certificates of
Deposit with our attractive rates and flex­

ible terms ranging from 3 
months to 4 years.

Or call on our team of 
bank specialists for invest­
ment management service. 
Our track record is the best 

in Oregon.
We also 

have a group 
of financial 
professionals

Some have extended terms available detrending 
on the loan amount

And with the right credit information well 
process your loan application the very same 
day you apply

W e're  celebrating  
our unparalleled  

financial strength. 
W h at could be better?
We were the first nationally cliartered 

bank west of the Rockies. And we've been 
proud to serve the financial needs of Oregon 
for 120 years.

Today, we're meeting those needs better 
tban ever before. As jrart of the nation's largest 
multi-state banking system with over $45 bil­
lion in assets.

And notxrdy . can ilo better 
than that.

And the most advanced financial management 
services in the state.

First Interstate Bank. Isn't it time you knew 
better?

Savings and Investm ents. 
W e do every  bank in 
Oregon one better.

First Interstate Bank has more investment 
options tlian any other bank in Oregon

who handle a first-rate portfolio of tax-free and 
other investment options.

Come to b e tte r term s.
If you're interested in a loan, you’ll be 

very interested in txir excellent, varied terms, 
and competitive rates.

We have a wide range of loans, including 
automobile, recreational vehicle, education, 
home “improvement, boat, and personal loans

Ö  First Interstate Bank
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