by Roy Lee Jernigan .

Sports Editor

Sports in the month of December is
more fun than a pig in slop. The NFl
season s winding down and the best teams
have truly prevailed. Collegiate basketball
s preparing for a host of holiday tourna
ments before plunging into conference
schedules. The NBA is well underway and
leams are jockeying for position prior to
the All-Star game in January. Winter base
ball trades and free agent signings seem to
Mourish in December also

S50 far this month | have traveled to
Miami, Houston, Philly, Phoenix and
New York while sitting in front of my
television. I've watched the Blazers get
whipped all over America and Georgetown
U whip every team in America. In all of
my travels this month | have only one re
gret sports is in severe danger of being
100 comercialized. It's not enough to be
good, today’s players must also be per
sonalities for the television viewers. Ath
letes are selling everything from cars to
pantyshields

The age of specialization is IPON us
and | feel a little shorichanged. What ever
happened to the days when a basketball

leam started the best five players on 1

team? Why are there no more football
players that play both ways during a
game? Where those days went i1s a mystery
but there's no doubt that those days are

gone! If you desire proof, try this. During
any of the many Bowl games or NFL play
off games, bet a stopwatch and time the

action on the field

r walch dunng
the huddles, timeouts and penalties. |
would do thas
during the commercials and forget to start
the watch

myself but | get teary-eyed

Steve Colter:
a dream come true

Little boys' dreams are filled with fun
and fantasies. Steve Colter of the Portland
TrailBlazers grew up with a dream that be
came a reality. He remembers that he
wanted to be a professional basketball
player since he was in the second grade. He
wasn't alone. Bernard Thompson, also of
the Blazers, was his classmate

Basketbhall is in the blood of the Colter
family. When Steve was a baby, his fa
ther would put him in the bassinet and
carry him to games at the Phoemix, An
zona playgrounds where he grew up. When

he was older, a 12-foot hoop was set up in
the backyard. **It helped me a lot,"" Colter
said, ‘‘because it gave me a chance 10 pul
an extra arc on my shot. "

With a lot of basketball experience
hehind Colter, his future is very promising
Drafted in the second round, the 33rd se
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lection overall, he demonstrates intelli
gence and an appreciation of the game
“The mental aspect 1s more demanding
than the physical part. You need not be the
most physically talented, but you do need
1o out-think your opponent '’

Watching from the bench 1s not an easy
part of the game but Colter is a good stu
dent. “*| play as hard as | can,' he said,
“and then hope the coach gives me a shot
at it

Once in, he’s asked 1o be the leader and
run the offense. Though averaging only
L1 minutes per game his average for a
full 48 minutes 1s an impressive 7.9 assists
and 1S pouints a game

Colter 1s an natural leader. *"When |
wis growing up people would come 10 me
with their problems and 1I'd help them
out. | want to work with the mentally
handicapped when my career is over. |
want to be remembered not as Steve Colt
er, the basketball player, but as an individ

ual who gave a lot 1o his commumty . "’

The Blazer backslide

Upon hearing a quoie from Jack Ram
sey about his All-Star forward Adrian
Dantly, Coach Frank Layden of the Utah
Jazz responded, “'1I'm sick of listening to
it. Ramsey has never lost a game yet. It's
either they played poorly or the officials
cost him the game. And | don’t like him
picking on one of my players. | never say
anything about another plaver unless it's
praise.”” The current slump of the Trail
blazers is proof of what Layden said. Jack
will not look for fault in himself and unul
he does the team will suffer

I'm sure you Blazer fans saw the game
against the SuperSonics 1n Seattle last
week. Going into the last quarter the Blaz
ers were down by 18-points and looking
terrible. Obviously dismayed by the start
ing unit's work, Jack decided to start the
4th period with Steve Colter, Drexler,
Bowie, Kersey and Bernard Thompson
This team fought and scrapped their way
back to a 4-point deficit and Jack started
substituting the starters back into the
game. Jack's supporters will say that the
unit got tired because of expending so
much energy with the press and they need
ed rest. Well, as soon as the starters got
back on the Mloor, the tempo of the game
changed and the Sonics put away a 109-99
victory. Bill Russell says it best, **If it ain’t
broke, don't fix it."" Second team players
need their rewards 100, Those guys hadn’t
played enough minutes to get that tired
and should have been allowed the oppor
tunity to win that game. Al the very least,
Jack couldn’ve brought them back later to
close it out. Bernard thompson had nine
munutes total playing time; the being tired
story doesn't wash

| remember vividly hew Jack ruined
Ron Brewer and Lionel Hollins. When
Brewer left Portland his confidence was
shot and his game was never quite the
same. What Jack Ramsey is doing to Je
rome Kersey and Bernard Thompson is
criminal. Drexler could start for any team
in the league and we all know 1it. Ramsey
wants to teach and if you haven't learned
the lessons he's teaching at this juncture,
you shouldn’t be in the league

There were S minutes to go in the game
against Phoenix and Portland was down
by two points. A timeout had been called
and when the cameras returned to the
game there was a closeup of Ramsey ex
plaining how to deny the baseline. | fully
realize that I'm citing two small examples
from a myriad of games but it does not
alter the fact that Ramsey needs to adjust
his philosophies to fit the team he has
now. This Blazer team has many sirong
personalities and Jack is going to have
difficulty telling these guys that their abil
ities need to be nurtured slowly, NFi
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TIRE TIPS

vou lind both the installation and removal

of tire chains a pain. how would vou like
quickie s« rs that vou can instal
remn e 1n le than a minute as winter dr
ing tions change. and which are sn
enough to fit in an ammunition box in you
trunk or on vour floorboard” Mind vou, al

ing power This should be considered if vou ex

wol Lo encounter steep grades For normal ter
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rain, however. these instant-installing
chains will get vou there and back reliably
I'o make them, weld eight 3 5 single chair
links it equal distances fre ne anot her
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A "DOUGHNUT" LOG HOLDER

When vou re building fires for these chilly nights
r when getting a head start on next winter s wood
ng chore ising a discarded |16 Lire as a log
holder will help vou save time and energy while vou re

splitting firewood The tire's “doughnut hole " will

take logs up o 15
vantages: It's portable and can be rolled from one

in diameter and has several ad

woodpile to another, it'll last for years, and it 's free’
You'll like the fact that vou don t have Lo reset vour
woodd with every split you make, and the pweces won 't
fly all over the place lincluding into your shins) At
the same time, the tire will cushion the maul's han
dle and will reduce the risk of splitting and splinter
ing. The idea may be “tired.  but yvou'll get your wood

sphit a lot faster and with considerably less effort
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Coach of the Year, Chuck Knox, has prov
en that adjustments are necessary for suc
cess over the long haul

Breakers’ schedule 19856

Sunday, Feb. 24 - Arizona Outlaws
at Phoenix, 12:30 p.m.

Saturday, March 2 - Los Angeles
Express at Portland, 6 p.m.

Sunday, March 10 - Denver Gold at
Denver, 12:30 p.m.

Saturday, March 16 - Orando Ren-
egades at Portland, 6 p.m

Sunday, March 24 Houston
Gamblers at Houston, 1:30 p.m.

Monday, April | - San Antonio
Gunslingers at Portland, 6 p.m.

Saturday, Apnil 6 - Oakland Invad
ers at Portland, 6 p.m

Sunday, April 14 - New Jersey Gen-
erals at New Jersey, 11:30 a.m.

Sunday, April 21 - Baltimore Stars
at Baltimore, 11:30 a.m

Saturday, April 27 - Los Angeles
Express al Los Angeles, 5 p.m.

Monday, May 6 - Houston Gam-
blers at Portland, 6 p.m

Saturday, May 11 - Birmingham
Stallions at Birmingham, § p.m

Sunday, May 19 - Arizona Out-
laws at Portland, | p.m

Saturday, May 25 - Memphis
Showboats at Portland, 6 p.m

Sunday, June 2 - Oakland In
vaders at Oakland, | p.m

Saturday, June 8 - Tampa Bay
Bandits at Portland, 6 p.m

Saturday, Junr 15 - Denver Gold
at Portland, 6 p.m

Sunday, June 23 - San Antonio
Gunslingers at San Antonio, 11:30
a.m

76ers come
to town!

Santa isn’t the only thing com
ing to town. The 76ers’ Malone,
Erving and Barkley will be here
Jan. 1 at Memorial Colisaum.
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JULIUS "DR. J” ERVING

CHARLES BARKLEY
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A dream and a prayer? Kiki Vandeweghe closes
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to Kansas City last week.

his eyes and lets one go in the Blazers’ 118-113 loss
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Agent Orange
victims join
lawsuit

I'he Oregon Department of Veter
ans' Affairs would like to remind vet
erans that the deadline nears for Viet
nam veterans exposed (o Agent Or
ange. Vietnam veterans and their
families have until January 2, 1985 to
file claims for the 180 million Agent
Orange liability lawsuit

Claim forms may be obtained from
the Veterans Services Division, Ore-
gon Department of Veterans' Affairs,
700 Summer Street, Suite 150, Salem,
Oregon 97310-1270; or your local
county veterans service office

QUALITY CAR CARE
HONESTY IS OUR POLICY

SPECIAL
TUNE-UP*31%u0s1 cans

TRANSMISSION
OVERHAUL

$250.00
Thomas Auto Repair
2536 N.E. Union

Phone 284-3932
Hours: Mon.-Sat B00am 600p m
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.. Announcing
wide area paging coverage

without
the wide area price.

The paging people who have always brought vou
selection and service now bring vou one of the
widest coverage areas in Portland

Plus one big advantage: Our competitors charge
vou for “extended coverage.” RAM includes it as
standard bill of fare

Premium coverage without a premium price
Because at RAM, we believe your pager is only as

226-1507 £7#wsiM.

RAM Broadcasting of Oregon, Inc, 713 SW 12th Avenue

PORTLAND
OBSERVER

...the community’s
most talked about
newspaper.

Give us a call today.
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