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• SPORT TALK • SPORT TALK • •
S p o ilt in ihe month of December it  

more fun than a pig in »lop The N FL  
reason u » irxling down and the hen learnt 
have truly prevailed (ollegiaie hatkeihall 
I t  preparing for a hint of holiday tourna­
ment! before plunging into conference 
tchedulet The NBA it »ell underway and 
teamt are jockeying for potilion prior to 
the All-Star game in January Winter hate- 
hall trade» and free agent tigningt teem to 
rtouruh in December alto

So far th it month I have traveled to 
M iam i. H outton , Philly , Phoenix and 
New York while utting in front of my 
television I've watched the Blarert get 
»hipped all over America and Georgetown 
U whip every team in America In all of 
my travels thit month I have only one re­
gret — »ports it in severe danger of being 
loo comercialired Il's  not enough to he 
good, today's players mutt also he per. 
tonalities for the television viewers Ath­
letes are selling everything from cars to 
pantyshields

The age o f specialisation is upon ut 
and I feel a little shortchanged W hat ever 
happened to the days when a basketball 
team started the best five players on the 
team? W hy are there no more football 
players that play both ways during a 
game ’ Where those days went is a mystery 
but there's no doubt that those days are 
gone' If you desire proof, try this [hiring 
any of the many Bowl games or NF1 play 
off games, bet a stopwatch and time the 
action on the field Slop your watch during 
the huddles, timeouts and penalties I 
would do this myself but I get learv-eyed 
during the commercials and forget to start 
the watch

Steve Colter:
a dream come true

Little boys' dreams are filled with fun 
and fantasies. Steve Colter of the Portland 
TrailBlazers grew up with a dream that be­
came a reality. He remembers that he 
wanted to be a professional basketball 
player since he was in the second grade He 
wasn't alone Bernard Thompson, also of 
the Blazers, was his classmate.

Basketball is in the blood of Ihe Colter 
family. When Steve was a baby, his fa­
ther would put him in the bassinet and 
carry him to games at the Phoenix, A ri­
zona playgrounds where he grew up. When

lection overall, he demonstrates in te lli­
gence and an appreciation of Ihe game 
"The mental aspect is more demanding 
than the physteal part You need not be the 
most physically talented, but you do need 
toout-lh ink your opponent ”

Watching from the bench is not an easy 
part of the game but Colter is a good stu­
dent. " I  play as hard as I can," he said, 
“ and then hope the coach gives me a shot 
at it.”

Once in, he's asked to be the leader and 
run ihe offense. Though averaging only 
I I I  minutes per game hit average for a 
full 4* minutes is an impressive 7 9 assists 
and 15 points a game

Colter is an natural leader. "W hen I 
was growing up people would come to me 
with their problems and I'd  help them 
out I want to work with the mentally 
handicapped when my career it over I 
want to be remembered not as Steve Colt 
er. the basketball player, but as an individ­
ual whti gave a lot to his community ."

Conch o i the Year. Chuck Knox, has prov­
en I ha i adjustments are nevevsary for suc­
cess over the kmg haul

he was older, a 12-foot hoop was set up in 
the backyard. " It  helped me a lot," Colter 
said, "because it gave me a chance to put 
an extra arc on my shot."

W ith a lot o f basketball experience 
behind Colter, his future is very promising 
Drafted in the second round, the JJrd se­

The Blazer backslide

Upon hearing a quote from Jack Ram 
sey about his A ll-S tar forward Adrian  
Dantly, Coach Frank I ayden of the Utah 
Jazz responded. " I 'm  tick of listening to 
it Ramsey has never lost a game yet It's 
either they played ptxsrly or the officials 
cost him the game And I don't like him 
picking on one of my players. I never say 
anything about another player unless it's 
praise." The current slump of the Trail­
blazers is proof of what Layden said Jack 
will not look for fault in himself and until 
he does the team will suffer

I'm  sure you Blazer fans saw the game 
against the SuperSomcs in Seattle last 
week Going into the last quarter the Blaz­
ers were down by 18-poinls and looking 
terrible. Obviously dismayed by the start­
ing unit's work, Jack decided to start the 
4th period with Steve C olter, Drexler, 
Bowie, Kersey and Bernard Thompson. 
This team fought and scrapped (heir way 
back to a 4-point deficit and Jack started 
substituting the starters back into the 
game Jack's supporters will say that the 
unit got tired because o f expending so 
much energy with the press and they need­
ed rest. W ell, as soon as Ihe starters got 
back on the floor, the tempo of the game 
changed and the Somes pul away a 109 9V 
victory Bill Russell says it best. " I f  it ain't 
broke, don't fix it ."  Second team players 
need their rewards too Those guys hadn't 
played enough minutes to get that tired 
and should have been allowed the oppor­
tunity to win that game At the very least. 
Jack couldn've brought them back later to 
close it out Bernard thompson had nine 
minutes total playing time; the being tired 
story doesn't wash

I remember vividly haw Jack ruined 
Ron Brewer and Lionel Hollins When 
Brewer left Portland his confidence was 
shot and his game was never quite the 
same What Jack Ramsey is doing to Je­
rome Kersey and Bernard Thompson is 
criminal Drexler could start for any team 
in the league and we all know it Ramsey 
wants Io teach and if you haven't learned 
Ihe lessons he's teaching at this juncture, 
you shouldn't be in the league

There were 3 minutes to go in the game 
against Phoenix and Portland was down 
by two points. A timeout had been called 
and when the cameras returned to the 
game there was a closeup of Ramsey ex­
plaining how to deny the baseline I fully 
realize that I'm  citing two small examples 
from a myriad o f games but it does not 
alter the fact that Ramsey needs to adjust 
his philosophies to fit the team he has 
now. This Blazer team has many strong 
personalities and Jack is going to have 
difficulty telling these guys that their abil­
ities need to be nurtured slowly. N FL

Breakers' schedule 1966

Sunday, Feb. 24 - Arizona Outlaws 
at Phoenix, 12:30 p.m.

Saturday, March 2 - Los Angeles 
Express at Portland, 6 p.m.

Sunday. March 10 - Denver Gold al 
Denver, 12:30 p.m.

Saturday. March 16 - Orando Ren­
egades al Portland. 6 p.m.

Sunday, M arch 24 - Houston  
(¡amblers at Houston, 1:30 p.m.

M onday, A p ril I - San A ntonio  
Gunslingers at Portland, 6 p.m.

Saturday, Apnl 6 - Oakland Invad­
ers at Portland, 6 p.m.

Sunday. Apnl 14 - New Jersey Gen­
erals at New Jersey, 11:30 a.m.

Sunday, April 21 - Baltimore Stars 
at Baltimore, 11:30a.m.

Saturday, April 27 - Los Angeles 
Express at Los Angeles, 5 p.m.

Monday, May 6 - Houston G am ­
blers at Portland, 6 p.m,

Saturday, M ay 11 - Birmingham  
Stallions at Birmingham, 5 p.m.

Sunday, M ay 19 - A rizona O u t­
laws at Portland, I p.m.

Saturday, M ay 2$ • Mem phis  
Showboats at Portland. 6 p.m.

Sunday, June 2 - O akland In ­
vaders at Oakland, I p.m.

Saturday, June 8 - Tam pa Bay 
Bandits at Portland. 6 p.m.

Saturday. Junr 13 - Denver Gold 
at Portland, 6 p.m.

Sunday, June 23 - San A ntonio  
Gunslingers at San Antonio, 11:30 
am .

76ers come 
to town!

Santa isn't the only thing com­
ing to town. The 76era" Malone, 
Erving and Barkley will be hare 
Jan. 1 at Memorial Coliseum.
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JULIUS "DR J" ERVING
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TIR E  TIPS  
Q U IC K IE  GRIPPERS

If  you find both the installation and removal 
of tire chains a pain, how would you like a 
quickie set of grippers that you can install or 
remove in less than a minute as winter driv­
ing conditions change, and which are small 
enough to fit in an ammunition box in your 
trunk or on your floorboard’ M ind you. al 
though traction is good with the homemade 
versions about to be described, they don t have 
all the gripping power of a regular set of snow 
chains and therefcre don t have as much bruk 
ing power This should be considered if you ex 
pect to encounter steep grades fo r  normal ter 
ram, however, these instant installing tire 
chains will get you there and back reliably 

To make them, weld eight 3 K single chain
links at equal distances from one another on the inside and outside of a couple of 
spare tire rims after grinding away all the paint in the areas where the links are 
to be attached Take care not to inhale the fumes while welding, because the cadmium  
plating of the gah anized chain is highly toxic Then, when you re finished, chip the slag, 
and prime and paint the rims as you see fit 

Next, install a good set of snow tires, have them balanced cut lengths of 1 4 chain, 
install snap links to connect them to the rims and you re ready to face Old Man VI inter s 
variable moods To extend the life of your chains drop the tire pressure a few pounds 
to reduce the slapping of the metal on pavement
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CHARLES BARKLEY

A "D O U G H N U T” LOG HOLDER
When you re building fires for these chilly nights 

or when getting a head start on next winter s wood 
cutting chores using a disc arded 16 tire as a log 
holder will help you save time and energy while you re 
splitting firewood The tire s ' doughnut hole will 
lake logs up to 15 in diameter and has several ad 
vantages It  s portable and can be rolled from one 
woodpile to another, it 'll last for years, and it s free'
You II like the fact that you don't have to reset your 
wood with every split you make and the pieces won I 
fly all over the place (including into your shinsi At 
the same time, the tire will cushion the maul s hen 
die and will reduce the risk of splitting and splinter 
ing The idea may he tired but you II get your wood 
split a lot faster and with considerably less effort 
f c  rate «Mrtxonai rn'o-tneKtc on wood splitting and on Twf MOTwfA f ARTw NFWS megajtne tan<J rOv» 
naiT'« and address and as» »o» aepnn» No 1543 Thg T*ne Honored An of Sphtt.ng W -od to Do»ng M O A f

W ith t f S S '  »06 Slone» M ounta*) «oad  Hende»son»n»e NC a ir» »  o* m care ot m»s papa'

A dream and a prayer? Kiki Vandeweghe closet 
hia eyes and lets one go in the Blezers' 118 113 loss
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Agent Orange 
victims join 
lawsuit

The Oregon Department of Veter­
ans’ Affairs would like Io remind vet­
erans that ihe deadline nears for Viet­
nam veterans exposed to Agent O r­
ange. V ietnam  veterans and their 
families have uniil January 2, 1985 to 
file claims for Ihe 180 million Agenl 
Orange liability lawsuit

Claim forms may be ohiained from 
Ihe Veterans Services Division, Ore­
gon Department of Veterans’ Affairs, 
700 Summer Street, Suite 150, Salem, 
Oregon 97310-1270; or your local 
county veterans service office.

QUALITY CAR CARE
HONESTY IS OUR POLICY

SPECIAL
TUNE UP’31“  MOST MM 

TRANSMISSION 
OVERHAUL $260.00

Thomas Auto Repair
2536 N.E. Union 
Phone 284 3932

Hours Mon Sat 8 00 a m 6 00pm

Announcing
wide area paging coverage 

without
the wide area price.

The paging people who haw  always brought you 
selection and service now bring you one of the 
widest coverage areas In Portland 

Plus one big advantage Our competitors charge 
you for "extended coverage." RAM Includes It as 
standard b ill of fare.

Premium coverage w ithout a prem ium  price.
Because at RAM. we believe your pager Is only as 
good as Ihe area It reaches.

2 2 6 -1 5 0 7  f g ® *
RAM Broadcasting of Oregon. Inc , 713 S W 12th Avenue
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